MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 16.05.17
SIGNING DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

The Clerk gave every Member present a copy of the above so that they could sign it before the start of the official Council meeting.
5.1  APOLOGIES
None.
5.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Edward Griffiths (Chairman), Emrys Jones (Vice Chairman), Edward Williams, Sian Edwards, Steffan Chambers, Steffan Jones, Sion Ifor Williams, John Ceri Evans, Margretta Cartwright, John Ellis Williams, Owen Gwilym Thomas, Mike Tregenza and Cllr. Eryl Jones-Williams (Gwynedd Council).
5.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
On behalf of the Council the Chairman congratulaed Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams on his success in being elected once again as County Councillor for Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont following the Gwynedd Council elections recently.

On behalf of the Council the Chairman congratulaed the Clerk, Cllr. AnnwenHughes on her success in being elected once again as County Councillor for Llanbedr and Llanfair following the Gwynedd Council elections recently.

The Chairman extened a warm welcome to Cllrs Steffan Chambers and Steffan Jones to their first meeting of the Council and wished the every success in the future and also he congratulated them on their recent success in the Community Council election.

On behalf of the Council the Chairman thanked Mrs Catrin Edwards for all the hard work she had done for the Council when a member and he wished her well in the future.

The Chairman extended the Council’s sympathy with the Clerk and her family following the recent death of her father.

5.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on April 4th were found to be correct. 
5.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 4.12 the Chairman explained that he had asked the grass cutting contractors for a quote to carry out the work of repairing the hole left by the badger in the new play park and also refix a gate post and that he had made arrangements to purchase soil purposley for this work from Huws Gray. He stated that he was very disappointed that Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas had got somebody else to do the work without consulting with him and also that soil that was not fit for purpose had been used and the Chairman showed some of the stones and glass that he had collected from the surface of the soil before coming to the meeting. It was agreed that the Chairman purchases the right soil from Huws Gray and gets another contractor to do the work again. It was agreed from now on that no Councillor does any work without prior authorisation from the Chairman or in a meeting of the Council.

5.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nobody declared and interest on any matter.
5.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that since the last meeting he had attended the following:- Not many meetings due to the elections. I would like to congratulate all the successful candidates in the community elections, I have a point to make later in my report. I would also like to thank the local residents who voted for me to carry on as your Gwynedd representative for a third term. I did chair an application for the Snowdonia Festival in Bala on 10 April.
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There were 7 training sessions on 9 May and 7 on 10th May at Caernarfon. All councillors were given new i pads and the old i pads were disabled before the new ones were up and running. Like many other councillors I am having problems with accessing the learning Portal. The IT department no longer can assist as a different group has taken over e learning etc. I am glad to be able to use my own Macbook and own e mail address. During the election canvassing the following complaints allegations were made. The road by the entrance to Glan Ysgethin has dropped, there could be problems in the future. I have contacted the area highways. Concerns about speeding allegations at Bennar Road, Station Road and on the A496 as you leave Dyffryn Ardudwy. and Beach Road, Talybont. Complaints that bin men were leaving litter during collections and that re cycling containers were being damaged on a regular basis. Many business complained about the high increase in business rates. These complaints have to go to the Valuation Offices, as Gwynedd have no say in the new valuations. Complaints about council tax increases should go to Gwynedd council for full explanations. There were also concerns about the community council elections and many did not know which ward they were in, especially people living close to the boundary of Llanenddwyn and Llanddwywe. Many have Dyffryn Ardudwy addresess and vote for Talybont and vice versa. One resident in Talybont pay their council tax for Dyffryn and vote in Barmouth. I have spoken to a few councillors and maybe both villages should be joined up as one council with 12 seats to include both villages. That would stop all the confusion. It was done in Barmouth a few years ago. I am available on 01341242758, mb 07340035378 or e.joneswilliams@btinternet.comI do not always get e mails sent to my council e mail address  at cynghorydd.eryljones-williams@gwynedd.llyw.cymru
5.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Replace existing conservatory with two storey side extension - Trigfan, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/593)
Support this application

Replacement of conservatory roof with slate - 2 Tyn Llidiart, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/427B)

Support this application
Revised design for dwelling previously approved - Plot 5, Tyddyn Du, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/427B)

Support this application.
Erection of 15m high lattice mast incorporating 3 no. antenas, 2 no. dishes together with associated equipment cabinets within enclosed compound - Land at Dyffryn Ardudwy Telephone Exchange, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/427B)

Support this application

Planning Applications with decisions received on them 
None come to hand since last meeting
5.9  MATTERS ARISING

A  Election of Officers for the year 2017/18:-
Chairman:-  Cllr. Edward Griffiths 

Vice Chairman:- Cllr. Emrys Jones
Elin Humphries Committee:- Chairman and it was stated that Mrs Catrin Edwards can still be a member of this committee although she is no longer a member of the Council and the Chairman agreed to ask her if she was willing to still be on the committee.

Planning sub committee:- Full Council
Finance sub committee:- Full Council
Cemetery sub committee:- Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs. John Ellis Williams and Owen Gwilym Thomas
Benches sub committee:- Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs. Edward Williams and Sion Ifor Williams
CCTV:- it was agreed that this be transferred to the hands of the village hall committee
Old play park sub committee:- Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs. John Ellis Williams, Edward Williams, John Ceri Evans
One Voice Wales:- Chairman, Cllrs. Steffan Chambers and Steffan Jones
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Public footpaths:- Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs. Edward Williams, Sion Ifor Williams and Steffan Jones
Primary School Governor:- Cllr. Michael Tregenza

Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure:- Chairman and Cllr. Steffan Jones

Village Hall Committee:- Chairman, Cllrs. Edward Williams, Steffan Chambers and Owen Gwilym Thomas

B   Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £7,042.29 since the start of the new financial year and this was £4,491.71 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year, but this was because £4,000 had been earmarked for last month’s expenditure as the Council’s contribution to Gwynedd Council in partnership to keep the public toilets in Talybont open and this payment has not been made as yet.
C   CCTV cameras

As the plans for the above CCTV cameras were going to be placed by the village hall that the village hall committee deal with this matter from now on.

D   Village Hall
Cllr. Edward Williams reported that an electrician was carrying out an inspection of the building and that some work needed to be done with the electricity supply and that damp was bad in the porch of the old entrance, that the boilers had not been inspected, that it needed to be checked if Snowdonia Fire Service had been to inspect the fire extingushiers and Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas agreed to look into this. It was agreed further to wait until the inspection is complete before deciding who pays the costs. Cllr. Margretta Cartwright asked if it would be possible to have copies of the hire prices of the hall displayed and this was agreed to.
E   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteris and play parks
Cllr. Edward Griffiths reported that he had carried out the above inspection on behalf of the Council and he reported as follows:- that the bus shelter in Talybont was fine and that the grass around it had been cut very tidy. The bus shelter in the village was fine apart from a stone that was loose and needed replacing and Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas agreed to deal with this matter, Penybont garden was very tidy but the bushes needed trimming back and the Vice Chairman stated that he would do this, Morlo Park was fine and the grass cut tidy but the rubbish bin needed emptying and the Vice Chairman agreed to deal with the matter, the two play parks were fine, the public cemetery was fine apart from a handrail was needed by the stream and the Chairman agreed to ask for quotes to do the work. Llnddwywe and Llanenddwyn cemeteries were find. Cllr. Emrys Jones agreed to carry out the inspection next month. 
F   Develop Car Park
Cllr. Edward Williams reproted that the next step would be to complete a statutory pre application advice form and take it into the National Park and the Clerk agreed to do this.

G  Board Meeting Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure
The Chairman reported that himself and Cllr. Mike Tregenza had not been able to attend a meeting of the above Board that was held on the 11th of last month. 
5.10  CORRESPONDANCE

A    One Voice Wales 

Received a letter from the above asking for the names of two representatives from the Council to go on the Meirionnydd area committee of One Voice Wales for the year ahead. It was agreed that Cllrs. Steffan Chambers and Steffan Jones together with the Chairman would represent the Council on this.
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B    Snowdonia National Park 

Received a letter from the above informing the Council that the annual meeting between the National Park and the Town and Community Council will take place on the 13th, 19th and 20th of June this year and the nearest location for this Council would be Coed y Brenin on the 13th. It was agreed that Cllrs. Owen Gwilym Thomas and Steffan Chambers  attend the meeting at Coed y Brenin on behalf of the Council. 

C    Snowdonia National Park
Received a letter from the above informing the Council that they have received a supply of apple trees and that they are eager to distribute them amongs the local communites and stating that 4 apple trees are available to the Council free of charge. It was agreed to take these apple trees.
D    Dyffryn Ardudwy Primary School

Received a thank you letter from the above for the financial donation they received from the Council recently towards installing the jungle gym equipment.
E     Friends of Dyffryn Ardudwy Primary School

Received a thank you letter from the above for the financial donation they received from the Council recently towards installing the jungle gym equipment together with a picture of the equipment done by one of the pupils Lois Williams.
F     The Boys Brigade
Received a letter from the above inviting the Clerk, Cllr. Edward Griffiths, Chairman and Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams to an event on the 9th September to celebrate 60 years since they aquired the camping site.

G     Mrs Linda Paganuzzi
Received an e-mail from the above voicing concern about the japanese knotweed that is growing on the stream side of the wall on the embankment near the Station Road junction with Llanenddwyn Church. It was agreed to send the information that the Council had received from Gary Lewis on the process of carrying out this work to kill these weeds.
H     Gwynedd Council - Legal Department  
Received a further letter from the above regarding nominating a member of the Council onto Gwynedd Council’s standards committee and stating that the closing dates for receiving nominations is the 31st of May. Also asking if the Council would be interested in attending training on the Code of Conduct as they are at the moment thining of holding sessions soon after the summer for the Chairman and Clerk. It was agreed that the name of Cllr. Steffan Chambers be sent in to sit on the Gwynedd Council standards committee
I       Mrs Jennifer Yuill

Received a letter from the above thanking all the members of the Council for all the hard work that they do and have done for the community over the years and this is very much appreciated and also wishing the new Council all the best for the next term.

5.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £20,454.24 in the current account, £7,542.15 in the reserve account and £58.75 in the Chairman’s account.
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Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes   -  £147.00 (wages) +  £113.42 costs  = £260.42 
AON insurance           - £2,040.50 - Council’s insurance for the year

Mr. Roy Carter           -    £120.00  - cut grass in various locations in the villages (April/May)

Evergreen                    -   £467.50 -  cut grass of the three cemeteries
Monies received since last meeting
Gwynedd Council                                                     - £14,871.00 - half the precept
Dyffryn Ardudwy & Talybont Regeneration Group - £941.09 - reminder grant money for new play park

Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams - £156.12 - translation services

On behalf of the Council Cllr. Margretta Cartwright thanked the Treasurer for her tidy and accurate work with the accounts.

5.12  ANY OTHER MATTER 
On behalf of the Council Cllr. Margretta Cartwright congratulated and wished every happines to Nia Evans, daughter of Cllr. John Ceri Evans on the occassion of her recent marriage to Mr. Gareth Jones.

It was agreed to create a facebook page for the Council and Cllrs. Steffan Chambers, Steffan Jones a Michael Tregenza agreed to be in charge of this.

It was stated there was a need to tidy and get rid of weeds that were growing out of the wall by the hall and it was stated that this was the responsibility of the hall committee to arrange this.

It was asked if the village had a stragegy plan and it was stated not.

It was agreed to place the regeneration group on the agenda from now on.

It was made known that the cutting footpath needed attention as trees needed to be cut and Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas agreed to ask Mr. Gary Martayn to do the work.

It was agreed to ask the Bailey family Gors y Gedol if it would be possible to use Dyffryn Seaside car park out of season and Cllr. John Ellis Williams agreed to deal with this matter.

It was agreed to ask for a 30 m.p.h. sign down ffordd glan y mor.

It was agreed to ask if it would be possible to do away with the Electoral Wards and that Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont become one Ward.

It was made known that the picnic table in the new play park had rotted and it was agreed that the Chairman make enquires to purshase a replacement table.

SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN

DATE...................................................................
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