
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 03.10.17
10.1  APOLOGIES
Cllr. Mike Tregenza, Steffan Chambers.
10.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Edward Griffiths (Chairman), Emrys Jones (Vice Chairman), Sian Edwards, John Ceri Evans, John Ellis Williams, Steffan Jones, Sion Ifor Williams, Margretta Cartwright, Edward Williams, Owen Gwilym Thomas and Cllr. Eryl Jones-Williams (Gwynedd Council).
10.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman extended the Council’s sympathy with Cllr. John Ellis Williams following the death of his Mother and also with Cllr. Edward Williams in the death of his Grandmother.
The Chairman extended the Council’s sympathy with the family of the late Mr. Bearnard Peed following their recent berevement.

The Chairman extended the Council’s sympathy with the family of the late Mr. Steve Wadwworth following their recent berevement.

10.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on September 6th 2017 were found to be correct. 
10.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 9.7 Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that he had received a reply regarding the problem with water coming down onto the road by Y Bryn and that the Highways Department were going to sort out the situation and he asked if the Clerk would send a copy of this reply to every Councillor and it was agreed for this to be done.

Item 9.9 (F) Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas reported he was not satisfied with the answer from Gwynedd Council regarding installing street lighting on the road down towards Glan Rhos estate and that he had been in contact with the Police asking for assistance and that the matter was now been dealt with by the Police.

10.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nobody declared and interest on any matter.
10.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that since the last meeting he had attended the following:- 4th. All day, chaired Blaenau Hospital scrutiny Caernarfon.5th. Dolgellau video link, scrutiny procedures. 6th Caernarfon. Remunaration panel for Wales. Meeting with senior officials re care. 11th Licensing Caernarfon followed by afternoon Care meeting.  12th. South Snowdonia Access, Barmouth. 13th Observer Snowdonia National Park planning. 14th Village hall meeting. 15th Older Peoples Forum, Porthmadog. 18th. Merioneth Forum, Penrhyndeudraeth. 19th. Merioneth Access Dolgellau. 20th.  Ysgol Ardudwy Governors re Friends of the School.  21st. Care and housing scrutiny Caernarfon all day. 27th. Gwynedd savings plan-local effects and priorities.

From evidence presented on 4 September, it was clear that there had been a lack of consultation when the decision was made to close the Blaenau Ffestiniog hospital. The Care scrutiny committee wants an investigation as to the effect of the loss of beds, x ray and minor injury carried out independently on the effects of the lack of facilities for the area. Gwynedd council is adopting a new way to scrutinise decisions by the Cabinet and go into the effect of decisions on the local residents. Briefing meetings are to be held prior to the public meetings. The chief executive has held a second meeting as to the needs of the Dolgellau sub  area of Gwynedd. Jobs at Llanbedr and Trawsfynydd, better mobile phone and broadband and the need to attract more care workers were highlighted as the top priorities. The Wales Remuneration panel are looking into the workload of councillors and whether the council allowances should be increased. None attendances by councillors are to be investigated. Evidence throughout Wales 








496....................................Chairman

shows that some councillors work harder than others. At the SNP meeting approval was granted for a new mobile phone mast between Trawsfynydd and Bala despite objections by the NRW. The 15m maximum height is preventing companied sharing masts. The full SNP is to visit Llanbedr before deciding on the new proposed by-pass. Half of the applications to delete the Section 106 local occupancy clauses are being granted on appeal. Many elderly people who take part in exercises at leisure centres are benefiting from better health and a reduction in the need for treatment. To take part the elderly have to be referred by their GP's. Peoples with free bus passes can use the trains from this week until the end of March. The Cambrian line will be closed after 27 October for up to two weeks for repairs to the line at Pensarn and between Barmouth and Machynlleth. Check is the trains are running or whether buses will replace trains. The line will be open on 14 and 15th to mark 150 years of Barmouth Bridge. The proposed extra 50% on second and holiday homes s to be used to build affordable housing. But there is a backlash with lots of owners opting to change to business rates and councils like Gwynedd could lose out. A new Friends of Ysgol Ardudwy group has been organised. There is a suggestion that there should be Friends sub groups in towns and villages.  I understand that the Vodafone mast at Talybont is up and running and I would like feedback if receptions have improved in the area. No decisions have been made regarding the proposed EE mast by Huws Grey. There are 68 pupils at Dyffryn School and the teacher pupils ration is good. The number of people reporting to be homeless in Gwynedd has increased from 660 two years ago to 722 last year and the figure is expected to increase with the introduction of the new welfare benefits system. Workload for the department has increased and led to inevitable increases in delays in helping and people using temporary accommodation. Over 3000 families in Gwynedd will be worse off under the new Universal Credit system and many will fall into debt as it takes six weeks to complete the benefits. Loans are available but people have to apply. The Care scrutiny committee highlighted the need for additional properties for rent. In the last 10 years £4 million was spent on bringing empty homes back into use and attracted an additional £10 m in investment. Grants are available from Gwynedd. I am getting complaints that school bus drivers are charging pupils  to travel if they have not got a bus pass, despite an agreement that  a leeway period was agreed. Before I can take the issue further I have to have dates and bus times. School buses arriving late and sometimes not at all are being brought to my attention. I am getting a lot of speculations regarding Llanbedr so I asked for the true situation. I got this reply.Draft Space Flight Bill http://www.parliament.uk/business/bills-and-legislation/draft-bills/previous-sessions/draft-bills-2016-17/ Now there is a Space Industry Bill under consideration which is going to Committee Stage on 16.10.17 http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/spaceindustrybill.html
It will be discussed in detail on 16 October 2017. I am available on 01341242758 or 07340035378 or e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com or Cynghorydd.ErylJones-Williams@Gwynedd.llyw.cymru

It was agreed to send a letter to Cllr. Gareth Thomas, Cabinet Member for Education and a copy to Mr. Garem Jackson to voice the Council’s concern that the school bus that goes to Dolgellau is late arriving the village every day and also the fact that some school pupils that have not received a bus pass have to pay.

10.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey - 2 Ty’n Llidiart, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/427C)

Support this application.
Retrospective application for alterations to part of the roof - Dor Reca, 13 Llwyn Ynn, Talybont (NP5/58/599)
Support this application.

Planning Applications with decisions received on them 
None come to hand since last meeting
10.9  MATTERS ARISING

A  Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £23,382.20 since the start of the new financial year and this was £2,694.80 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year.
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B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
In the absence of Cllr. Steffan Chambers the Clerk reported on his behalf that she had received an e-mail from him stating that there was nothing to report regarding the Improvements Group. The defib has been installed in the garage by now and is working. There are arrangments being made for children football training in the village which will be starting shortly and the long term aim is to re-establish a children football team.

C   Village Hall
The Clerk stated that she had not received the balance sheet of the village hall committee or a copy of the contract that is between the hall and the Council from Mrs Denise Stone,  hall cafe Manager as asked for before making a decision who would be paying for the new flooring in the cafe as the old one was not up to standard.
D   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteris and play parks
Cllr. Sion Ifor Williams reported that she had carried out the above inspection on behalf of the Council and she reported as follows:- that the bus shelter in Talybont was fine and that the grass around it needed to be cut once again that that the flower pots by the bus shelter were looking very nice, the area at the back of the toilets needed to be sprayed with weedkiller and the Chairman agreed to deal with this matter.The bus shelter in the village was fine, Penybont garden needed cutting and Mr. Mead’s bench needed repairing and the Vice Chairman agreed to deal with this matter, Morlo Park needed cutting and the bin needed emptying, the two play parks were fine but the badgers were back in the new play park and the bin needed emptying and it was agreed to spray the grass in the new play park against Chafer Grub and the Vice Chairman agreed to ask Mr. John Barrot to carry out this work as he has a licence to do this sort of work.  The public cemetery was very tidy and the handrail going down to the stream had been repaired by Cllr. Edward Williams. Llanddwywe cemetery and Llenenddwyn cemetery was very tidy. Cllr. Edward Griffiths agreed to carry out the inspection next month and Cllr. Steffan Jones agreed to go with him. 
E   Develop Car Park
The Chairman reported that the collegue who he was to contact regarding the above was seriously ill and therefore himself and Cllr. Edward Williams would discuss that matter further to see what would be the best way forward.

F   Remembrance Sunday
It was reported that the above will be held on the 12th November and that the Chairman is responsible for organizing it. It was stated that the Chairman must first of all contact Rev. Beth Bailey so as to draw up an order of service, purchased 2 wreathes and Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas reported that these had already been purchased, contact the Police, Mr. Trefor Roberts from the British Legion and ATC Ardudwy. The Clerk agreed to ask Ms Ceri Griffith if a member of the Harlech Silver Band would play the horn and it was agreed to place notices in the chapels. Cllr. Margretta Cartwright asked if it would be alright for her to place flowers on the War Memorial again this year as in previous years and everybody agreed to this with gratitude. 

G   Christmas 2017

A discussion took place regarding the fact that there was no christmas tree erected in Talybont last year and Cllr. Emrys Jones agreed to make sure one would be purchased this year and also contact Cllr. Steffan Chambers to ask if the Improvements Group had any plans with regard to decorating the two villages. Cllr. Steffan Jones agreed to contact Mr. Jamie Brooks to ask if a tree would be erected outside Huws Gray this year.

H   Board Meeting Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure
The Chairman reported that he had not managed to attend the last meeting of the above on behalf of the Council and that he had sent his apologise. The Clerk reported she was of the understanding that the centre had had a very good August but there was still a financial shortfall there. It was agreed that a public meeting must be held with the 
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members of Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure regarding the precept proposal before making a decision if the Council was going to go into the same arrangement with them again and this would be held on the 24th October in the village hall at 7.30 p.m. and Cllr. Steffan Jones agreed to put the details up on the Council’s facebook page and the Clerk agreed to make some posters.

I   One Voice Wales Training -Barmouth 27.9.17

It was reported that Cllrs Sian Edwards, Edward Williams, Michael Treganza and Owen Gwilym Thomas had attended the above training in Barmouth and that it was a very useful training. The Chairman, Vice Chairman and Cllr. Edward Williams apologised that they had not been able to attend.
10.10  CORRESPONDANCE

No correspondance had come to hand since the last meeting.

10.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £20,41767 in the current account, £7,543.43 in the reserve account and £38.75 in the Chairman’s account.
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes          - £147.00 (wages) + £138.24 costs = £285.24 
Customs & Excise             -    £110.00 -   tax on Clerk’s Wages

Gwynedd  Council            - £1,278.39 -   cost of Community Council held in May

Mr. Gary Lewis                  -    £210.00 -   treat japanesse knotweed

Mr. M. J. Kerr                    -    £120.00  -  open grave for the late Theo Anthony Clarkson

Mr. M. J. Kerr                    -    £400.00  -  open grave for the late Mrs Eirian Williams

Mr. M. J. Kerr                    -    £400.00  -  open grave for the late Mrs Betty Jones

Mr. Gary Martayn           -     £170.00 -   cut grass in both play parks (2 times)

Monies received since last meeting
Pritchard & Griffiths - £75.00 - burial of the late Theo Anthony Clarkson
Applications for Financial Donation 

Harlech & Ardudwy  Leisure - £4,871.07
Village Hall Committee          - £1,500.00

Wales Air Ambulance             -    £500.00

Teulu Ardudwy                        -    £200.00

Harlech Leisure Centre          -    £400.00
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams - £156.12 - translation services

10.12  ANY OTHER MATTER 
It as made known what the work that was being carried out by Llety Lloegr was.

The Clerk was asked to contact the Highways Department to draw their attention that ivy needs to be cut by the bridge in Talybont, that the road from Bro Enddwyn up to Bron Foel needed attention and the road from Bron Foel Ganol to Talffynhonnau need urgent attention as the road is nearly hidden. It was also agreed to draw their attention that another motorist had nearly gone off the road by Bryn Bwyd during the heavy rain last weekend and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Highways Department and ask them to look into a way of reducing the water that is coming onto this road during bad weather as a matter of urgency. 
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Also to draw their attention that a reply has not been received regarding installing 30m.p.h signs down Ffordd Glan y Mor, Talybont.

Concern was voiced that a sprinkler system had to been installed in new affordable houses.
It was agreed to send once again to BT asking them to move the pole that has been installed on the side of Tyddyn y Felin Road as it narrows the road more than it is already.

SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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