
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 02.07.19
7.1  APOLOGIES
Cllr. Emrys Jones (Chairman), Sion Ifor Williams, Steffan Jones.
7.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Sian Edwards (Vice Chairman),  Edward Williams, John Ellis Williams, John Ceri Evans, Steffan Chambers, Edward Griffiths, Jonathan Greenfield, Mike Tregenza,  Eryl Jones-Williams.
In the absence of the Chairman the Chair was taken by the Vice Chairman.

One member of the public was present at the meeting.

On behalf of the Council the Chairman welcomed members of the Harlech Motor Club to the meeting Wenna Roberts,  Euros Hughes and Darren Garrod to discuss a rally that will be taking place in the area on the 20th June 2020 namely “The John Arthur Mk2 Challenge”. It was mostly made known what the route of the rally would be and which roads would be closed and for how long. It was agreed to support the rally in principle as long as the people it was going to affect were happy with the arrangements.

7.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
On behalf of the Council the Chairman congratulated Cllr. Jonathan Greenfield and his wife on the birth of their baby daughter named Rosie.

7.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on June 4th 2019 were found to be correct. 
7.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 6.5  Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams stated that what the Clerk had minuted was not correct and that the Members had not voiced great disappointment, but the Members who were present in the June meeting stated that they had voiced disappointment that he had withdrawn the apology. Also Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams wanted the Clerk to minute what was in the e-mail that he had sent dated 14th May withdrawing the apology, but it was agreed to leave the minute in item 6.5 as it was.

Item 6.12 Cllr. Michael Tregenza  stated that the following should be added “because of the report that was made during the annual inspection of the equipment” that he had brought the matter to the attention of the Council that the equipment in the old play park was dangerous.

Item 6.12 wanted to correct that from Gors y Gedol drive towards Tyddyn Du was the style that needed attention and not the one between Parc Isa and Parc Uchaf.

7.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr. John Ceri Evans declared an interest in the planning application for Faeldref, Dyffryn Ardudwy and he signed a Personal Declaration of Interest Form and he was not present when the application was discussed. 

Cllr. John Ellis Williams declared an interest in the planning application for Faeldref, Dyffryn Ardudwy and he signed a Personal Declaration of Interest Form and he was not present when the application was discussed. 

Cllr. Edward Williams declared an interest in the planning application for Faeldref, Dyffryn Ardudwy and he signed a Personal Declaration of Interest Form and he was not present when the application was discussed. 

Cllr. Edward Griffiths declared an interest in the planning application for Llwyn Griffri, Talybont and he signed a Personal Declaration of Interest Form and he was not present when the application was discussed. 

7.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that since the last meeting he had attended the following:- 3rd 8.30-2.00. Licensing.Caernarfon. 6th 8.30-5.Care scrutiny Caernarfon. 10th 5.30-830.Dyffryn School Governors. 11th 3-5 Scrutiny Forum video link Dolgellau. 5.45-10.00pm South Snowdonia Access Bala. 14th 1-3 School testimonials 
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presentation Ardudwy school. 17th 12-2. Deputy leader GCC visit to Dyffryn Ardudwy. 18th Economy officers visit re local business advice. 27th Youth club meeting village hall.

The Licensing is adopting a new policy for taxis etc to standardise Arfon, Dwyfor and Meirionnydd. When the policy is implemented I am going to leave Licensing having chaired hearings since 2008.

The Care scrutiny committee investigated the lack of carers and the need to attract new carers to meet the need. I argued that there has to be a careers pathway and that senior officers need to talk to front line staff to get their views and recommendations etc. Dyffryn school will have over 90 pupils in September. This is the largest number  since I have been a Governor. The approval was given to increase classes from 3 to 4. There is sufficient staff and finances. But there is a problem with the breakfast club as a health and safety report states that there has to be a safe walkway, with fences, from Ysgol Feithrin to the canteen. The costs is around £8,000 and the school will have to find the cash. A suggestion that the church hall could be used between 8 and 9 am, the church agreed on a reasonable payment but Gwynedd have said that  the church hall is not within the school grounds then they cannot support using the church hall. Talks are ongoing to try to solve the issue at a reasonable costs.  The school will accept 3 year old in September to come in line with all other schools in Gwynedd. The parents, teachers and governors all favour bringing Dyffryn school in line with other schools. This and the breakfast club could be reasons for the increase in pupil numbers.Discussions are ongoing in Gwynedd to try to change the scrutiny committees with various options available.

The Welsh Government has asked Natural Resources Wales to engage with the public to protect and enhance the natural environment  by holding public meetings. The nearest to this area is at Blaenau Ffestiniog CellB Park Square, Blaenau Ffestiniog Ll413AD on Wednesday 17th July. It will involve the social, economic prosperity of the rural environment and its benefits. The South Snowdonia Access Forum have called for an additional meeting  at Dolgellau to cover Meirionnydd. The new headmaster of Ysgol Ardudwy Mr Aled Williams  held his first year 11 testimonial presentations and awards ceremony with Mr Gareth Lewis of the Golf Club making the presentations. The pupils leaving are presented with their files and documents covering their time at the school.  Deputy council leader Cllr Dafydd Meurig visited Dyffryn Ardudwy on 17th June. I said that the need for jobs, public transport and shortage of care staff were the major issues in the area. He explained that in his area of Arfon community councils had amalgamated and were employing a full time clerk with an office and staff to carry out local works. I have arranged private visits for staff from the economy department to visit to help and assist local businesses. I attended a meeting to set up a committee to administer the youth club. It was reported that there was local support and that funds were being raised. 11 people attended and officials for a steering group were selected. Gwynedd Council is looking for enforcement action for people who’s bins block pavements or residents who do not use the proper recycling containers. The issue will be decided by the councils communities scrutiny forum. All county councils in North Wales are working together to try to improvement mental health services throughout the regions. £3.2 million has been received in grants for Gwynedd and Mon to bring empty properties back into use and Gwynedd Council is investigating whether to use the 50% extra council tax on holiday and 2nd homes and grants from the Welsh Government to build social housing themselves. I am available on 01341242758 or 07340035378 or e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com I do not use Facebook.
7.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Re-siting of vehicular access, new drive and erection of pergoda – Merrog, Ffordd Glan Mor, Talybont (NP5/58/334A)
Support this application.

Erection of new cattle shed together with the installation of an underground slurry store – Faeldref, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/56B)
Support this application.

Removal of Section 106 Agreement attached to planning permission NP5/58/165A dated 12.01.1993 – Bryn Coch, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/165A)

Support this application.
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Extension of caravan park to adjoining field to allow re-distrubution of caravan pitches and an additional 9 touring caravan pitches, erection of new toilet black and installation of LPG tank - Llwyn Griffri, Talybont  (NP5/58/9F)

Support this application.

Planning Applications with decisions received on them 
None come to hand since last meeting
7.9  MATTERS ARISING

A     Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £13,931.46 since the start of the new financial year and this was  £6,967.04 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year and this was mainly because the cost of £4,000 as a contribution to keep the public toilets open had not been spent,  no cost had been with the cemetery (£872 earmarked), and no cost has been with the public seats (£500 earmarked). The Council’s insurance was only £1759 and £2,200 had been earmarked. It was agreed to contact the Head of Finance, Gwynedd Council asking, now that the Welsh Government had decided that no rates would have to be paid on public toilets, would the Community Council contributing less to keep the public toilets open.

B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers  reported that a public meeting would be held on the 8th of this month so as to set up a forum group. Also that a meeting had been held with the youth club and that things were progressing well and that the annual general meeting would be held in the near future.
C   Village Hall
No report from the committee of the above was available. The Clerk reported that invoices had been received from 
Snowdonia Fire Protection  for work carried out in the hall and it was agreed to pay these. Also the Clerk had received an invoice from Bates & Hunt for oil that the hall committee had received but as there were problems with changing banks they were unable to pay it and it was agreed because of these problems to pay this invoice for now and take the amount away from the financial donation that the hall committee receive from the Council in October. It was agreed that the Clerk would explain the situation to the Internal Auditor.

D   Develop Car Park
The Clerk reported that no further details had been received with regard to the above development since been made aware that it was going to Apeal and that she had contacted Mr. Geraint Lewis but not had received a reply from him.
E   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteries and play parks
Cllr. Edward Williams informed the meeting that the work of repairing the equipment in the new play park was ongoing and Cllr. Michael Tregenza reported that he had repaired the rope in the new play park temporarily and both were thanked for their work with the new play park. The Clerk read out an e-mail that she had received from Mr. Gareth J. Williams asking if it would be possible for him to spray weedkiller on the path in Morlo Park and this was agreed to. Cllr. Edward Griffiths stated that he was going to tie the plants back that were by the bus shelter near the old play park. The Clerk reported that Mr. Gary Martayn had cut and cleared the brambles and weeds that had overgrown by the kiosk that is by the old play park and that the space looks much tidier.

F    Renew Signs
The Chairman made it known that he had received a complaint that there was a need to renew the bus stop opposite the old play park in the village and it was agreed to ask Mr. Robert Parry to put a wood stain on it and look 
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if there was a need to renew the “Taith Ardudwy” sign and Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams stated that he would ask Mr. Jamie Brooks with regard to the “Taith Ardudwy” sign that is on the wall of Hen Grudd Cafe. Also the Chairman and the Clerk agreed  to try and clean the glass in the bus stop and if this is not successful an outside body would have to be asked to carry out the work. Cllr. Edward Griffiths informed the meeting that the new notice board would be arriving on the 3rd of this month.
G   Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
The Clerk reported that she had sent a copy of the new ones of the above to every Member through e-mail  so that they would get more time to read them. It was agreed to leave this matter until the next meeting when everybody had time to read the documents.
H   Board Meeting Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure
It was reported that a meeting of the above had been  held on the 20th of June but as nobody had attended the meeting it was not possible to receive a report.
7.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Snowdonia National Park
Received a letter from the above informing the Council that the annual meetings between the National Park and the Councils will be held on 30th September at  Plas y Brenin, Capel Curig, 1st October in Plas Tan y Bwlch and 3rd October in Neuadd Dyfi, Aberdyfi and that every meeting starts at 6.30 p.m. It was stated that more information will be sent out nearer the date.

B   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department

Received a reply from the above regarding matters that were raised at the last Council meeting stating that the parking bay outside the post office is already with a waiting order on it already which is no parking for more than half an hour between 8.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  Also stating that the matter with the B.T pole on Ffordd Tyddyn y Felin, Talybont is going to be followed up with the officer and they will come back to us.
7.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £13,955.77 in the current account, £7,559.22 in the reserve account and £100.00 in the Chairman’s account.
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes     -   £147.00 (wages) + £149.08 costs = £296.08

Cwmni Hendre Eirian       -  £38.79 -    gate post for primary school path 
Ms Karen Hall                     -  £35.00 –   flowers near War Memorial

Customs & Excise              - £110.20 –  tax on Clerk’s wages
Wicksteed                       -  £1,613.18 -  materials to repair equipment in new play park 

J.B. Pest Control               -     £45.00 -  spray weeds around bus stop by old play park

Evergreen                          -   £360.00  -  cut grass of public cemetery x 2 and Llanenddwyn & Llanddwywe cemeteries

Mr. Gareth J. Williams      -  £214.98 -  cut grass in Morlo Park, Penybont Garden and around Talybont toilets  
Mr. Gary Martayn              -  £460.50 -  cut grass of both play parks and arond benches x 2, football field x 2, 
Gwynedd  Council                 - £4,000  -  contribution to keep Talybont toilets open

Online Playgrounds       -         £72.72 -  sundries to repair the equipment in the new play park

Snowdonia Fire Protection - £365.74 – repair the fire protection equipment in the village hall

Bates & Hunt Petrolium      - £537.81 -  oil for the village hall
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Monies received since last meeting
Customs & Excise - £206.25 – V.A.T repayment
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £164.10 - translation services
7.12  ANY OTHER MATTER 
It was decided to draw to the attention of the Footpaths Department that the style that goes past the Ysgethin by the hydro has broken and is in need of some attention.

It was made known that the rodding eye was missing opposite Bryn Bwyd.

SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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