
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 04.02.20
2.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. John Ellis Williams, Meinir Thomas, Jonathan Greenfield, Sion Ifor Williams.
2.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Edward Griffiths (Chairman), Sian Edwards (Vice Chairman), Edward Williams, John Ceri Evans, Kathleen Aikman, Steffan Chambers,  Mike Tregenza. Eryl Jones-Williams.

The Chairman welcomed Leigh and Jake from the sands of LIFE project to the meeting. It was made known by them that they work on behalf of Natural Resources Wales and that they are proposing to carry out some work in Morfa Dyffryn which is to take out some of the willow and the project will be running until 2022. They stated that they would send out regular newsletters to the Council via the Clerk and any other relevant information that is to do with this work.

2.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Kathleen Aikman to her first meeting of the Council and wished her well in the future.
2.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on January 7th 2020 were found to be correct. 
2.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 1.5 (E) It was decided to ring fence the £4,000 that is allocated to the car park development for that use only.
2.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

No  Member declared an interest on any matter.
2.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that since the last meeting he had attended the following:- 2nd, Licensing Caernarfon 8.30-1.00pm. I could not attend the South Snowdonia Access forum on 3rd December as it clashed with the local community council meeting. 4th 9.30-11.30. Elin Humphreys education charity, village hall. 5th 9.30-10.30 site meeting in Dyffryn with highway officials. 11th December 6.30-10.00pm Ysgol Ardudwy Governors, Harlech. 12th Village Hall meeting 7.30-9.30.16th 1.30-4.30 Merioneth area forum, Trawsfynydd. 19th 8.00-5.00pm Gwynedd Full Council Caernarfon. 8th January 3rd Sector forum, Penrhyn. 9.30-1.30.9th 7.30-9.30. Village Hall Dyffryn Ardudwy. 10th 10-3.00 Railway meeting Machynlleth.22nd.1.30-5.00 Gwynedd Finance rates meeting. 30th 8.30-5.00pm Care meeting Caernarfon.

Many hearings are taking place regarding licensing applications that are just outside policies. The department is now looking into ways of reducing the hearings, because of the delays in coming to a decision and with the legal section advice on how this could be done. There will be a report in March. Last year 13 of the 22 hearings went with officers recommendations, 5 to refuse and 8 to approve. However 9 hearings went against officers recommendations. It is 10 years since the policy was reviewed. The department is also looking at increasing the maximum charges by taxi operators because of additional costs for operators. Operators can charge less for fares but not more than the fares. The Elin Humphreys charity has decided on allocations to local young people in education and under 25, Two allowances were held back in case of late applications. The four councillors appointed as new trustees met and have appointed an interim chair and secretary to meet the regulations. A formal AGM will be held in the near future. The four will also replace the trustees for the village hall car park that has 20 years left of the lease. It was agreed that minutes of the village hall committee and the financial reports be sent to the council clerk with the village hall minutes also to be displayed on the councils web site. Gwynedd Council has decided to continue with their 50% additional council tax for second and holiday homes, this despite many owners decided to change to business rates. Income from the scheme will be used towards local housing. Housing and property has now being added to the care committee. It is still not certain as to whether there will be 75 or 65 councillors at the next election because the 
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Welsh Government have not made an announcement. It is also predicted that 16 and 17 year old can vote at Gwynedd elections and Assembly election. Ysgol Ardudwy pupils have been undergoing examinations. There are more pupils at the school although a few have moved. At the 3rd sector forum it was highlighted about the good work and help that can be given to communities by Mantell Gwynedd. The village hall committee has joined Mantell Gwynedd. The Meirionnydd area forum is still poorly attended by local councillors. Details were given about the changes in the adult care system and the shortage of workers in care and the NHS.

There are new officials attending the Railway meetings. The introduction of extra trains on Sundays on the Cambrian line was hit by shortage of drivers and rolling stock. No final details have been announced on repairs to Barmouth bridge although the start of the work will be done at night. The Porthmadog level crossing by the station will be closed to traffic at half term between 15th and 23rd February. There was some confusion over the notice about the A496 road closure at Talybont. The notice was changed and the closures will be at either 8pm to 10am on the 22nd although there could be a later closure to 10 pm it is dependant on the contractor. If the work will not be finished on the 22nd there will be similar closures on the 23rd. The notice for the Ffordd y Llan road closure was printed 3 days after the closure took place although local residents were informed. Dementia numbers will increase in years to come. My campaign to get nursing beds at a local level is to be implemented with dementia beds being added to Llys Cadvan Tywyn, Bryn Blodau, Blaenau Ffestiniog, Hafod Mawddach, Barmouth and Cefn Rodyn Dolgellau. It is difficult to get private nursing homes to be established locally. I have a full report on dementia and future steps Gwynedd will take. I will inform the Ysgol Dyffryn Ardudwy governors that highway safety officials will visit the school next week.. When a survey was done there were only 49 pupils at the school, now there are 93 pupils. I have attended meetings about setting the rates for 20/21> The good news is that Gwynedd will have a better settlement than usual from the Welsh Government. The bad news is that additional expenditure for teachers wages and pensions up from 16% to 23%, but there is nothing Gwynedd can do about it. Extra money for housing and adult care is also being increased. The rates rise will probably be around 3.8% lower than many other councils in North Wales. Because of the low take up of bus passes renewal the closing date for applications has been extended until the end of February. Complaints about dog fouling are increasing. I will give more information at the meeting, but Ffordd y Llanbedr, the football pitch and the back road at the rear of  London House are highlighted. I am available on 01341242758, 07340035378 or e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com
2.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Erection of detached two storey dwelling (Open market) and double garage - Land adjacent to Tan y Foel, Ffordd Capel, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/227B)
The Standing Orders were suspended so that Mr. O. G. Thomas could speak to the Council with regard to his intention with the above application and he stated that he had no intention to build the house in the plans but that he had received advice that there was a need for him to put a planning application of this sort in so that he could obtain permission to install a water pipe.
Support this application but the Members had concerns regarding the access, and they would rather see the access coming out on Ffordd y Capel through Tan y Foel estate. If this planning application is granted they wanted to see the access for this house only coming out near the bus stop.

After making further enquiries it was made known that Mr. O. G. Thomas had mislead the Members with regard to the above application and that he did not need planning approval at all to install a water pipe. Therefore the Chairman has decided that the Members will discuss the above application again at the next Council meeting as the application in front of them was not discussed.

Full Application for the erection of two detached 2 storey dwellings and integral garages - Land between Plas Meini & Swyn y Môr, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/227B)
Support this application but the Members have concern about the access.
Certificate of Lawful Use (Existing Use) for the siting of 2 static caravans and 2 touring caravans - Land at Cadwgan Hotel, Dyffryn Ardudwy  (NP5/58/LU74B)
It is not the observations of the Community Council that are required but personal information by individual Councillors regarding the use of the land over the last ten years.
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2.9  MATTERS ARISING

A     Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £39,335.15 since the start of the new financial year and this was  £4,098.10 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year and this was mainly because only £1,320 cost had been with the cemetery (£2,916 earmarked so far), and no cost has been with the public seats (£1,000 earmarked). 
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers  stated that a date for holding a meeting of the above group would be confirmed by the end of the week and also that there was a meeting of the football club committee on Sunday the 9th at 6.00 p.m. Soem were concerned about the fence around the football field and it was agreed to send a letter to Adra asking what was their intention with the land and also ask if they intended to repair all the fencing.
C   Village Hall
It was made known in an earlier report by Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams that the four Councillors that had been appointed as new Trustees had met and that Cllr. Michael Tregenza had been appointed as an interim Chairman and Secretary had been appointed. This has to be done so as to meet the regulations, and that a formal AGM will be held in the near future. The Clerk reported that she had received an invoice from Snowdonia Fire and Security for work carried out in the hall and it was agreed to pass it on to the hall committee. The next meeting of the hall committee will be held on the 13th of this month.
D   Develop Car Park
The Clerk reported that she had contacted Mr. Geraint Lewis so as to have an update with regard to the above matter and that she had received the following reply – That he had left a note for Mr. Aled Lloyd last Tuesday asking for him to get in touch regarding this planning application that was refused, and also because of a further refusal by Mr. Lloyd of registering and dealing with the application for a second time as he did not see there were any differences between the first and second application. Mr. Lewis had asked for the matter to be dealt with by the Park Planning Committee and not by an individual Officer as was the case with the first application. He has made Mr. Aled Lloyd aware that we, as applicants have no choice but to have the matter put as a complaint to the Park and therefore if there is no appropriate verdict then the matter will be forwarded to the Ombudsman for wrong administration. Also stating that the most appropriate choice by the Park would be to grant the application to be registered for the second time and put it in front of the Committee because of the allegation of wrong administration. We cannot apeal the refusal to the previous application because of time but, Mr. Lewis was expecting after the Committee see the circumstances to the application for it to be granted. He was stating he would contact the Clerk further after Mr. Aled Lloyd contacted him, but was emphasising that the above way would be the way forward because of the Park’s dissatisfaction to deal with the application fairly and grant us as applicants to use our chance for the applications to be dealt with for free by the Park.
E   Standing Orders
Cllr. Steffan Chambers reported that he had been informed by an Officer from One Voice Wales that there was a need for more information in the above regulations and the Clerk reported further that she had been looking at ones from various Councils and also the one from One Voice Wales. It was agreed that the Chairman and Cllrs. Michael Tregenza and Steffan Chambers would meet to look over these and report back to Council.
F   Tender List Template
It was made known that nothing had been done with regard to the above and Cllrs. Michael Tregenza and Edward Williams agreed to draw up a template of what is needed.
Cafwyd wybod bod ddim wedi cael ei wneud gyda’r uchod a cytunodd y Cyng. Michael Tregenza, Edward Williams lunio templed o beth sydd ei angen.
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G   Board Meeting of Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure 
The Chairman reported that he was unable to attend the meeting of the above Board on the 16th of this month on behalf of the Council and that he had sent his apologies. He also reported that he had received a copy of the minutes and he reported as follows – they wanted the views of the Councils in the area on a request that the Directors of the Board have received by naturists asking to use the pool. It was agreed, after a discussion, that the Members were not happy for this to be done. The income for the pool and cafe was down 3k and 2k from the previous year maybe because of the good weather in the summer, but the income for the climbing wall was up 12% from £35,000 to £40,000 showing more use is mae of this by people from further afield who were not using the other facilities. There was not much discussion on other matters and the next meeting will be held on the 19th March.
2.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Wales Air Ambulance 
Received a  letter from the above asking for a financial donation so as to enable them to evolve from their current 12 hour service into one that operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

2.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
Th e Treasurer reported that there was £7,223.88 in the current account, £4,566.04 in the reserve account and £100.00 in the Chairman’s account.
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes     -      £147.00 (wages) + £184.12 costs = £331.12 
Village Hall Committee     -  £168.00 –  hire of hall for Youth Club x 2 & committee ’81 carol service
Mr. Gary Martayn             -     £60.00 -  cut grass in football field 

Mr. M. J. Kerr                       - £440.00 -  opening grave re the late Mr. Ifan Pugh

Monies received since last meeting
Glyn Rees & Son - £1,530 – burial re the late Mr. Ifan Pugh
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £148.58 - translation services
2.12  ANY OTHER MATTER 
It was made known by Cllr. Sian Edwards that she had been given the key to the electricity box in Talybont and Cllr. Edward Williams agreed to help her take down the christmas lights that were around the bus shelter.

It was made known that the footpath between Ffordd Bennar and Ffordd Isaf was in a very poor state, trees were down over the footpath, the footpath was full of mud and had flooded. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Footpaths Officer in the Highways Department in Dolgellau.

It was agreed to make enquiries why were there not any warning signs of nudists on Talybont beach.

The Clerk reported that she had noticed when up by the cemetery fixing the sticker to the brown bin that the public seats nearby needed attention and the Chairman agreed to deal with this matter.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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