MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 10.01.17
1.1  APOLOGIES

Cyng. Mike Tregenza, John Ceri Evans, Sion Ifor Williams, Margretta Cartwright, Catrin Edwards.

1.2  PRESENT
Cyng. Edward Griffiths (Cadeirydd), Emrys Jones (Is-Gadeirydd), Edward Williams, John Ellis Williams, Sian Edwards, Owen Gwilym Thomas, Eryl Jones-Williams.
1.3  MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th December 2016 were found to be correct.
1.4  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Item 12.12 Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that he had done some enquires regarding speeding down station road but nothing was going to be done regarding the matter. 

Item 12.12 the Chairman reported that he had done some enquires regarding the fallen tree on Gors y Gedol Drive but could not find out who owned the tree in question.

1.5  MATTERS ARISING

A   Independant Renumeration Panel
The Clerk reported that she had recently found out that it is a statutory duty on the Council to publish and report yearly to the Wales Independant Panel on the financial recognition and allowances that are paid to Councillors by the 30th of September every year. These rules need to be adopted and the Council have the right not to adopt them and if that is done no member will have the right to receive any allowances, the members have the right to adopt some of the rules only or adopt all the rules. There is a need to list all the rules that are being adopted in the Council’s minutes and if the rule regarding payments towards costs is being adopted there is a need for the Councillors that are NOT going to claim any costs sign a form stating this. After a discussion it was agreed to adopt the rules regarding payments towards costs.
B   Budget Plan
Copies showing the differences between the expenditure that had been made up to the 31st December 2016 since the beginning of April 2016 and what had been earmarked on the budget plan was given to every member.  The members went through the different expenditures that had been made and the differences that were on the business plan individually. It was agreed to accept this budget plan but there was a need to earmark £1,000 every year towards developing a car park in the village. It was agreed to put the matter on next month’s agenda.

C   Council’s Financial Risk Assessment Policy
Copies of the above was given to each member that was present and every item on it was discussed individuall. It was decided to accept this policy. 

D     Grass Cutting Tenders

The Clerk reported that she had done copies of the above. After a discussion it was agreed that the Council accept the above and it was decided to place an advert in the notice boards and shops in the area stating that copies of the tender form would be available from the Clerk also for the Clerk to place an advert in Llais Ardudwy.
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E    Council’s Budget for 2017/18

The Treasurer gave each member a copy of the Council’s accounts up to the year ending 31st December 2016 so that they could see what the financial situation was like. A discussion took place and it was decided that an estimate of the following costs were going to be with the Council during the next financial year - Council’s insurance £2,200, Clerk’s wages £2,205, Clerk’s expenses £1,920 , tax on Clerk’s wages £441, Clerk’s Accountant £180, Translator £1,500, donations £2,000, village hall £3,000, Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure £9,742, Wales Air Ambulance £500, grass cutting of the cemetery £3,500, grass cutting of the footpaths £1,500, grass cutting other areas £3,000, benches £1,000, Council’s expenses £200, cemetery expenses £3,500, One Voice Wales £250, Chairman £100, sundries £1,000, hire of hall £220, contribution to keep Talybont toilets open £4,000, auditors £300.      

F    Council’s Precept for 2017/18
A letter was received from Gwynedd Council with regard to the above.  After disgussing the budget and foreseeing what the Council’s expenditure will be for the forthcoming financial year and the fact that now theCouncil had agreed to give a substantial sum of money to Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure so as to help them keep the centre open and also it could be possible a contribution will have to be made to keep the public toilet open now that the Council has agreed to go into partnership with Gwynedd Council to do this,  it was decided to raise £9,742 on the  precept and increase it from £20,000 to £20,742. Everybody present agreed to this apart from Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas who was against such an increase and wanted to raise the precept to £25,000 only.

1.6   TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £14,547.88 in the bank, £7,541.15 in the reserve account and  £58.75 in the Chairman’s account.
Invoices needing payment since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes       -  £147.00 (wages) + £205.15 costs = £352.15

Revenue & Customs   -        £110.20 -   tax on Clerk’s wages

Mr. G. J. Williams       -           £82.00 -   upkeep of flower beds by Talybont toilets
SLCC                                     -    £82.00  -  cost to join Society of Local Council Clerks
Village Hall Committee      - £345.00 -   hire of meeting room for 2 years
BEI Lighting                         £1,528.20  -  solar lighting village hall car park
Monies received since last meeting

Gwynedd Council - £675.00 - reimbursement for cutting grass on public footpaths
Invoices paid since last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams - £150.88 - translation services
The Treasurer reported that the Council had under spent £1,508.82 since the beginning of this financial year up to 31st December 2016 and that she was forseen that £20,222.51 would be carried forward on the 31st March 2017 and this was quite a substantial sum to carry forward. It must also be remembered that at least £2,736.20 expenditure needs to be done by the end of March 2017 and only £136.19 reimbursement of V.A.T was to come in (at the moment) and the Council will have substantial expenditure to do during the next financial year 2017/18 because £9,742 has been earmarked for Harlech and Ardudwy Leisure and £4,000 has been earmarked for Gwynedd Council as the Council’s contribution to keep the public toilet in Talybont open making a total of £13,742 without including no other expenditure the Council will be doing. Therefore by remembering that maybe £20,555.21 will be carried over and the precept has been raised by £9,742 to £20,9742 (£20,222.51 + £29,742 = £49,964.51) the Council will be fine with their expenditure for the financial year 2017/18 but this can be seen better at the end of March 2017.
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MATTERS DISCUSSED AFTER THE FINANCE MEETING
CORRESPONDANCE
Llanbedr Community Council 
Received a letter from the above Council regarding the development of improving the access to the air field together with a newsletter stating what was the latest regarding this plan and asking for the Council’s support with the development of the proposed new  access. It was agreed to support this plan and send a letter stating this to Gwynedd Council.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Construction of two storey side extension - Bryn Tirion, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/129M)

Support this application.
SIGNED..........................................Chairman     
DATE..............................................      
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