MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 07.03.17
3.1  APOLOGIES
Cllr. Sion Ifor Williams, John Ellis Williams.
3.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Edward Griffiths (Chairman), Emrys Jones (Vice Chairman), Edward Williams, John Ceri Evans, Margretta Cartwright, Catrin Edwards, Sian Edwards, Owen Gwilym Thomas, Mike Tregenza,  Eryl Jones-Williams.
3.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
There were no announcements this month.
3.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on February 7th were found to be correct. 
3.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 2.12 Cllr Emrys Jones reported that he had arranged for Mr. Gary Coates from Evergreen to clean and tidy the public cemetery footpaths and also cut back the hedge that had overgrown and that this work had now been completed and pictures were shown of the before and after work. It was agreed that good work had been done and that the footpaths were looking much better.

Item 2.12 Cllr. Emrys Jones reported that Mr. J. Barrott had eradicated the moles from the public cemetery and it was agreed to ask him th eradicate the ones in Llanddwywe cemetery.

3.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr. Edward Williams declared an interest in the planning application for Ynys Gwrtheyrn, Dyffryn Ardudwy and he signed a Personal Declaration of Interest form and he was not present when the application was discussed. 

Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams declared an interest in the financial application for Dyffryn Ardudwy primary school and he signed a Personal Declaration of Interest form and he was not present when the application was discussed. 

3.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that since the last meeting he had attended the following:- Feb 1st . 8.30-9. Met with access group re Dyffryn Ardudwy Station problems. 10-2 Licensing Caernarfon. 6th Interviewed by CSSIW regarding home care. 10th 10-4 Welshpooll re  Railway committee. 13th 6-10pm Gwynedd School Governors, Tremadog. 15th 9-2. Dolgellau Video Link re care investigation. 17th 9-2 Caernarfon. Licensing hearing. 23rd 1-5. Video Link Dolgellauy re care investigation. 14th 9-1 Porthmadog, Gwynedd Older Peoples Council. 1-2 Alltwen Hospital with Community Health Council chairman. 28th 1-5pm Meirionnydd Access Dolgellau.

I received several complaints about the new access gate to the Dyffryn Ardudwy railway station and arranged for officials of the Meirionnydd Access Group to attend. A new heavy gate was erected at an angle and it was very difficult to keep fully open because rocks were in the way. The gate was blocked when the main larger road gate was open. Railtrack accepted that mistakes had been made and removed the small gate. Local people who use the crossing have asked for barriers with red warning lights and I have supported their calls. The community council also supported the need for automatic barriers and red lights. In my capacity as Gwynedd Carers Champion I was interviewed along with the Carers officer, by CSSIW to give a full and frank report on the support needed for home/ family carers. I was chosen because I am on six committees relating to health and care. Information was given at the Railway meeting in Welshpool that from next month all trains will have free Wi-Fi. Passenger numbers are up on the Cambrian Line. There are no plans for refreshments on the trains, everyone favours snacks to be available at the larger stations. Better connections with buses was seen as essential in the new Rail Franchise. Better service on weekends was also called for. The officer dealing with Railway meetings Rhydian Morgan is to take up a post with Network Rail and be in charge of railway crossings. The Gwynedd Older Peoples council has representatives from 
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many local groups throughout Gwynedd. There is concern that the meetings have been reduced from 6 to 4 and one of the 4 is the AGM. This could lead to splinter groups throughout Gwynedd with a far waker voice to meet the concerns of the elderly. Free bus passes were seen as essential, but some would like the train passes to be throughout the year and not just in the winter. Long distance travel to hospitals was a concern. The group backed my calls for more services to be made available at our community hospitals. The Access group is looking for a new secretary and treasurer. The chairman will take over the secretary work until the AGM and I as vice chair will take over the treasurers post for the time being.The group has an excellent reputation for taking on concerns for the elderly and disabled at local, county and national level.I have also been tackling local housing, recycling and flooding problems. I am available on 01341242758 and my new mobile number is
07340035378.e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com
A discussion took place regarding the future of Coleg Harlech and Cllr. Margretta Cartwright reported that she had sent a letter as Chairman of the Theatr Ardudwy Disabled Access Group voicing concern now that the future of Coleg Harlech was uncertain that the money that was left after building the lift for the disabled and that is in an account be used for the benefit of the disabled in the Ardudwy area. It was agreed to send a copy of this letter to every Community Council in the area from Barmouth to Penrhyndeudraeth asking for their support.

E-mail from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams  regarding bus service for the disabled group been terminated 
Dear Morwenna/Aled

I have just been informed by Cath Spoonley of Harlech (01766780749) who runs an elderly physically disability group, that their mini bus that transports them from Harlech to Barmouth on Mondays will stop on 27th March and that their driver Roger has been given the same notice and that he will not be needed after 27 March. This is a disabled group that has been going since 1960 and Cath Spoonley has been involved since 1972. This Monday mini bus brings the elderly to see their doctor, pick up prescriptions, do some shopping and then attend the Monday club at the Dragon Theatre. Another bus picks up people from south of Barmouth and takes them to their meeting. I don't know whether that bus has been stopped. It was Meryl Davies of the Older Peoples Team at Dolgellau tel 01341424539 that informed them of the decision. This is the only day out that the people get. Concerns are that without this facility they will all become prisoners in their own homes. Surely these 'efficiency cuts' will not amount to a lot of money and the hardship they will present will be enormous. I would like to know. who authorised the stopping of this mini bus. the sacking of the driver, and what will inevitably be the end of the physically disabled club and what will be saving be? It will turn this group into prisoners in their own homes. I have asked Mrs Spoonley to contact Cllr Selwyn Griffiths as the Older Peoples Champion for his views, as I only deal with care and health.

If this decision is correct then personally I am appalled.

3.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Conversion of disused agricultural building into affordable dwelling, installation of 3800 litre septic tank and installation of 1800 litres oil tank - Ynys Gwrtheyrn, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/13F)

Support this application

Conversion of outbuilding into self-contained holiday let and installation of new septic tank - Nant Eos, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/363C)
Support this application

Application for Certificate of Lawful Use (Proposed Use) for erection of dwelling - Plot 5 Tyddyn Du, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LU39B)

It was agreed that the Members that were going to write to the National Park regarding this application would do so directly.

Planning Applications with decisions received on them 
None come to hand since last meeting
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3.9  MATTERS ARISING

A  Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £26,591.53 since the start of the new financial year and this was £364.28 more expenditure than was earmarked in the budget for the year. 
B   CCTV cameras

Cllr Emrys Jones reported that Mr. Dave Bickle a Mr. Mike Stretch would be coming the install the above system in the hall next weekend. Cllr. Mike Tregenza agreed to let Mrs Tregenza know about this and that she arranges with the cafe manager for the key to be available for Cllr. Jones. It was agreed that the Community Council would pay for installing these cameras.
C   Village Hall
Nothing to report with regard to the above this month.
D   Develop Car Park
The Clerk reported that she had made enquires with CCG to ask what was happening with the piece of land at the back of the old play park but as yet had not had a reply and also that she had consulted with the Regeneration Officer, Ms Gwen Evans and that she had asked for a member of the sub committee to contact her and it was agreed that Cllr. Edward Williams would do this.
E    Art in the Isles
Cllr. Mike Tregenza reported that the above committee had decided to place knitted items around the village in Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont and this would be happening in 2018. 

F    Beach Cleaning – Blue Wave Team

It was agreed that a sub committee needed to be formed to purchase the screens and it was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr. Mike Tregenza would represent the Council on the committee and that the Council would donate £150 towards the cost. Cllr. Mike Tregenza agreed to contact the company to purchase them.
G   Station Road Safety Mirrors
It was agreed that the answer below that Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams had received from Mr. Dylan Wyn Jones from Gwynedd Council should go into the minutes. Cllr. Mike Trgenza informed the Members that the Police are now monitoring drivers that are going down Station Road.

I have been forwarded the below correspondences from Colin Jones for my attention.

I note Mr Tregenza’s road safety concerns and his request for a Traffic mirror to be placed on a bend to allow vehicles to see oncoming traffic and also that the current speed limit is reduced to 5 mph.

Whilst I appreciate the concerns, the placing of a mirror to allow vehicles to, effectively ‘see around the corner’ is not an acceptable practice in road safety engineering. The placing of a mirror at this location would inevitably encourage vehicles to negotiate the bend without slowing down, due to its limited visual scope (blind spots), it would also give the driver a false impression of the road situation ahead. It should also be noted that during the hours of darkness the reflection of the head lights of oncoming vehicles could pose a hazard to other road users.

In regards to the request for a  5 mph speed limit. a 5 mph speed limit is not recognised by law as an appropriate national or restricted speed limit on public highways and as such we would not support the request.

I’m sorry that I cannot be supportive of the requests ,but as this is primarily a speeding complaint ,I wish to note that the enforcement of speed limits is the responsibility of the Police. I trust that the above fully explains our position on the matter and please feel free to contact me if you require any further information
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H   Opening of Grass Cutting Tenders 
The Clerk reported that she had received three tenders to carry out the above work. After a discussion it was agreed that Mr. Gary Coates of Evergreen would be awarded tender 1 (cemeteries), Mr. Gary Martayn from West Coast Properties awarded tender 2 (public footpaths) and tender 3 (play parks) and that Eurig Hughes  and Roy Carter be awarded tender 4 (various locations around the village).

Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas voiced regret that all the work had not been given to one contractor and also he was of the opinion that the work should be kept local.

I    Eradicating Japanesse knotweed
The Clerk reported that she had received an estimate from Gary and Sheena Lewis for carrying out the above work down both sides of the river by the junctgion to Ffordd y Llan and Station Road and that they have an Action Plan for 2017 as in March/April obtain permission from Natural Resources Wales to clear all old growth and burn in situ, in July/August  carry out a risk assessment and inform any neighbouring land owners, give a herbicide stem injection and herbicide spray. The Action Plan for 2018 and 2019 would be the same as 2017. The

cost of this work for 2017 would be £210 and forcasting that the cost in 2018 £120 but this would have to be assessed during the growing season but the cost would be no more than the 2017 payment. The cost for 2019 would be the same as 2018. It was agreed to accept them to carry out this work and also the cost was accepted. Cllr. Mike Tregenza agreed to distribute copy of the propsed works to nearby neighbours.

	


J   Board Meeting Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure
The Chairman reported that himself and Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams had attended a meeting of the above Board that was held on the 9th of last month. There was not much to report since the last meeting only that the welsh signs were now up together with the english ones and that a welsh sign was going to be erected in the reception. The next meeting of the Board will be held on the 9th of this month and the Chairman and Cllr. Mike Tregenza agreed to attend this meeting on behalf of the Council. The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from Ms Heidi Williams, Chairman of the Board asking if it would be possible to send the financial donation of the precept early in April. It was agreed to pay half the precept to them in April as asked once an invoice will have been received.
K   One Voice Wales Meeting - Dolgellau 23.2.17     

The Chairman reported that himself and Cllr. Emrys Jones had attended the above on behalf of the Councli and a presentation was given by Mr. Iwan Williams,Communities, Local Government and Wellbeing Lead for the Older People’s Commissioner for Wales on the day to day work of the Commissioner.
3.10  CORRESPONDANCE

A    Gwynedd  Council - Municipal Department

Received a letter from the above together with an agreement regarding Talybont public toilets and stating that the Council needs to sign both copies of this agreement and send one back to them. They will be sending an invoice for the sum that is due by the Council for entering into a partnership with Gwynedd Council shortly. It was agreed that the Chairman sign this agreement on behalf of the Council
B    Boundary Commission 

Received a letter from the above informing the Council that a reveiw of the electoral arrangements were going to be carried out and stating that the consultation period begins on the 10th February and closes on the 31st May 2017. It was agreed there were no comments by the Council and alternatively everybody would send in their own comments.
C    Clarke Telecom

Received a letter from the above together with plans asking for the Council’s comments regarding installation of proposed base station for mobile phones on land near the telephone exchange down Station Road in the village. It was agreed to support this.
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3.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £13,146.97 in the current account, £7,541.64 in the reserve account and £58.75 in the Chairman’s account.
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes  -  £147.00 (wages) +  £138.75 costs  = £285.75 
Evergreen                    -    £225.00 - clean and tidy footpaths in public cemetery 

Mr. J. Barrott               -     £60.00  - eradicating moles in public cemetery 

Mr. Emrys Jones            -   £57.39  - fencing materials

A1 Electricals                  - £168.00  - erect lights in village hall car park 

Monies received since last meeting
None come to hand since last meeting

Applications for financial support 

Dyffryn Ardudwy Primary School - None
Meirionnydd YFC
                - None
Mr. Gwion Lloyd                              - £150

Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams - none  - translation services

3.12  ANY OTHER MATTER 
Cllr. Mike Tregenza asked where the key for the noticeboard was being kept and it was stated that this key was with the Clerk and also Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams had one. It was agreed if there was a need to place a poster up to leave it in Smithy Garage so that the Clerk could pick it up as this was a long standing arrangment.

It was agreed to place the need for a defibulator on next month’s agenda.

It was agreed to put grass cutting in the community on next month’s agenda.

Cllr. Edward Williams thanked Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas for his help to erect the lighting in the village hall car park. It was also stated there was a need to thank Dewi Moelwyn for his help with the lights and it was agreed to purchase a voucher for him to have a meal in the village hall cafe to the value of £20 and that this would come out of the Chairman’s Fund.

Cllr. Edward Williams reported that he had received an enquiry asking if it would be possible to widen the entrance to the road going down to the Ysgethin Inn as lorries that deliver goods have difficulty to turn in and also asking if the post box could be moved as it is in the way of the lorries that deliver goods down this road.

Concern was voiced that so much brambles had over grown on the road down to Pentre Canol and the Clerk was asked to contact the Highways Department asking them to cut these brambles back.

SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN

DATE...................................................................
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