
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 03.04.18
4.1  APOLOGIES
Cllr. Sian Edwards, John Ceri Evans, Sion Ifor Williams, Mike Tregenza, Steffan Chambers.
4.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Edward Griffiths (Chairman), Emrys Jones (Vice Chairman), John Ellis Williams, Edward Williams, Steffan Jones, O. G. Thomas and Cllr. Eryl Jones-Williams (Gwynedd Council).
4.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman had no announcements to make.
4.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on March 6th 2018 were found to be correct. 
4.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 3.5 (2.10B) an observation was made by Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas that it was not fair that Meirionnydd YFC had received a financial contribution from the Council and the Youth Club had received nothing. It was explained that the two matters were totally different issues as Meirionnydd YFC had sent in an application for a financial contribution and the other matter was to do with getting somebody to volunteer to run the Youth Club.

4.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nobody declared an interest on any matter.
4.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that since the last meeting he had attended the following:- 5th March 8.30-2.00pm Licensing Caernarfon. 6th March Barmouth Harbour 10-2pm. 8th 8.30- 5 pm. Full Council Caernarfon. Village Hall 7.30-9.00pm. 9th Cambrian Railway, Porthmadog, 10-30-2.00pm.12th March. 9.30-12pm Community health Council Porthmadog. 12.30-2.00 Mid Wales Health, Dolgellau. 2-4.30. Merioneth area committee Dolgellau.  13th South Snowdonia Access, Trawsfynydd 5-10pm 19th Council Boundaries 12.30-2.00 Penrhyndeudraeth. 2-5, Leadership group Penrhyndeudraeth. 21st 6.30-10.00pm Ardudwy Governors, Harlech. 27th Care, Caernarfon 8.30-12.00.

The Licensing department are trying to get more taxi’s throughout Gwynedd to be able to take wheelchair users. This can only be done with the help of the taxi operators. The council has a system where one in 7 fleet taxi’s have to be able to carry wheelchairs. I have been informed that there are plans to hold events at Llanbedr Airfield that would include late night music and alcohol sales. The hearing due on 13th March was cancelled.To meet the financial deficit the council has raised the council tax by 4.8%. There will also be cuts to travelling expenses. There are concerns over reduction on staff payments between 8 and 10 pm. The council has adopted a 5 year plan to 2023. Details on the council web site.The council is to support moves to reduce single plastic waste and to include Welsh history in school history lessons. There is concern at the increasing sand problems in Barmouth Harbour, not helped by the erosion of sand dunes in Talybont caused by the NRA not allowing local farmers to clear the bottom end of the river Ysgethin. I have also had complaints that there is now flooding in the area. I have referred the problems to Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas, Environment Minister Leslie Griffiths and the NRW. New safety signs are to be erected. The Three Peaks race will take place on 9th June, there is concern that the MotoX on 27 and 28 October will clash with half term holidays and want it changed in future. Fees and charges will go up by just under 2%. The trains on the Cambrian line have a very high punctuality rate. Work on a new surface at the Dyffryn Ardudwy station car park has been deferred as has new railway crossing at Llanbedr. Currillium had been awarded the contract and now the work tender will have to re-start. Claire Williams has been appointed the new Railway Partnership Officer and has new promotions in place. My 8 year term as a Gwynedd (Meirionnydd) representative on the CHC came to an end on 31 March, having done my statutory term. The CHC want be to remain for an extra year as a co-opted member. But that has to be agreed by the Welsh Assembly. I have emphased that my replacement HAS to be from Meirionnydd for obvious reasons.I have received numerous letters of thanks for my work with the NHS and CHC on patients behalf
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throughout North Wales. My experience has meant that I was able to help local people as well. I chaired the Mid Wales Health Collaborative scrutiny meeting with heads of NHS and Government officials. The South Snowdonia Access Forum is still concerned at the damage being caused by off roaders, be they 4x4’s or motorbikes. The police are willing to help, but have to be informed asap so that they can use their drones to collect evidence. There are over to allow horses on the old railway line between Morfa Mawddach and Penmaenpool. The new owners of the George III Hotel have no objections. The Ramblers are inspecting and upgrading the Cambrian Way walking project. The new glossy Barmouth Guide, supported by many local businesses has been printed. Free buses were introduced on the 38 route for two weeks  over Easter as Gwynedd and Bus Operators could not agree on subsidies for the routes. Many bus users want the 39, Barmouth to Porthmadog four times a day each way to be returned.

Cllr Eryl Jones-Williams, 01341242758, 07340035378, e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com
4.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Change of use of part of existing camping site (16 pitches) to touring caravan site (10 pitches) and extend opening season of existing touring caravan site from 8 to 9 months - Touring Caravan Site, Dyffryn Seaside Estate, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/81X)
Support this application as the Members were of the opinion that this would help the economy of the area during the winter months.

Extend the opening season to allow chalets to be occupied all year round for holiday purposes -Chalet Park, Dyffryn Seaside Estate, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/35G)
Support this application as the Members were of the opinion that this would help the economy of the area during the winter months.

Extend the opening season to allow static caravans to be occupied all year round for holiday purposes -The Pines Caravan Park, Dyffryn Seaside Estate, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/81W)
Support this application as the Members were of the opinion that this would help the economy of the area during the winter months.

Vary Condition No. 2 of planning consent NP5/23/27A dated 15/06/109#82 to allow the caravans and chalets to be occupied between 1st March and 14th November each year - Rhinog Caravan Park, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/161F)
Support this application as the Members were of the opinion that this would help the economy of the area during the winter months.

Retrospective application to retain garden shed - Cynefin, Ffordd Glan y Mor, Talybont (NP5/58/607A)

Support this application as the Members were of the opinion that it would not affect any other property.

Planning Applications with decisions received on them 
None come to hand since last meeting
4.9  MATTERS ARISING

A  Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £41,583.90 since the start of the new financial year and this was  £1,674.10 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. The Clerk distributed copies of the Council’s buisness plan for the yer 2018/19 to every Member that was present who went through the plan. It was agreed to adopt this plan for the coming year. 
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
In the absence of Cllr. Steffan Chambers the Clerk reported that a meeting of the above had been held and that she had received, for Council’s information, a copy of the minutes of the meeting. It was stated that a discussion had taken place regarding re-establishing the football club and aslo the future of the youth club.
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 The committee members had also stated a disappointment that the National Park were going to close the toilets in Bennar car park and that they were going to try and get an Officer from the National Park to attend the next meeting so that an explanation of why this has to be done can be given. Also a discussion had been held with regard to holding a meeting with an Officer from CCG so as to discuss the possibility of the community aquiring the land that is between the football field and the village hall car park because an individual from the village has expressed and interest in establishing educational outdoor projects and land is needed for this. The AGM of the Improvements Group will be held on the 27th of this month in the village hall at 7.00 p.m.
C   Village Hall
Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas reported that a meeting of the above committee had not taken place since the last meeting of the Council but the date to receive applications for running the cafe were closing on the 7th of this month.
D  Develop Car Park
There was nothing furthe to report on the above development since the last meeting of the Council and the Chairman agreed to contact Mr. Geraint Lewis.

E   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteris and play parks
Cllr. Sian Edwards reported that she had carried out the above inspection on behalf of the Council and she reported as follows:- that the bus shelter in Talybont was fine and that the flower pots by the bus shelter were looking very nice, but there was a need to fill in the holes that are between the phone box and the ladies toilet and the Chairman agreed to deal with this matter. The bus shelter in the village was fine as was the bus stop by Glan Rhos, Penybont garden was very tidy, Morlo Park was very tidy but the bin would need emptying before long, the two play parks were fine but the moles were back again in the new play park and also the leg of the round picnic table was rotten and the Chairman reported that he was in the process of purchasing a new table, there was a need for a rubbish bin by the phone box in the old play park as there was so much rubbish on the ground. The public cemetery was very tidy but the pole to the right of the gate had still not been mended and that the brown bin was full. Llanddwywe cemetery was very tidy but moles were starting to dig up the ground and also the wall by the small gate by the road had still not been rebuilt and Cllr. Steffan Jones agreed to ask Mr. Trystan Jones to do this work and the Vice Chairman agreed to contact Mr. John Barrott with regard to eradicating the moles. Llanenddwyn cemetery was very tidy apart from some slates had fallen off and some were loos on the porch of the church but it was stated as the church had now been sold it was under private ownership. Cllr. Edward Griffiths agreed to carry out the inspection again next month. 

F    New Play Park

Cllr. Steffan Jones reported that he had made some enquiries regarding getting new rubber matting  to put down where needed and these were available and also the other items that were needed were also available. It was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr. Steffan Jones would meet once again on the site to discuss what was really needed. It was also made known that Mr. Hefin Edwards would be erecting the new fence in the near future.

G   Football Field
In the absence of Cllr. Steffan Chambers the Clerk reported that she had been informed by him that the field by now had been rolled by Hefin and Cai Edwards and that the club was very grateful to them for carrying out this work and also they were very grateful to Huws Gray for donating a big bag of sand free of charge so as the holes could be filled. They are hoping to restart training sessions during the second week of this month but a meeting will be held of the committee before then so as some matters need discussing. Also wanted to stated that a curry and quiz night is being held in the church hall on Friday the 6th of this month so as to raise money towards the football club and cancer research. Also thanking the Council for the financial donation of £500 they received recently.Huws
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H   Defibrillator in Talybont

It was reported that the Vice Chairman and the Clerk had met Mr. Tomos Hughes from the Welsh Ambulance Trus in Talybont last week and that the defibrillator by now was in its place and also the Clerk reported that she had contacted the insurance company and had put the two defibrillators on the Council’s insurance. It was agreed to ask Mr. Tomos Hughes to come and give the Member some training at the next meeting of the Council on the 1st May at 7.00 p.m. The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from the above asking if the Council would be willing to give a dontation to them so that they can continue to carry on doing the work that their are doing with the defibrillators. It was agreed to donate £50 to this charity.

I     Board Meeting Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure
The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from Mr. Chris Hulse on behalf of the above asking for the first payment of the precept proposal to be paid by the 10th April and that she had explained to him that the Council was under the impression that after they received the first payment of the precept that the precept payment would be made to them. She also stated that she had received an invoice from the above asking for the first payment of £5,017.20 and it was agreed to pay this month.
4.10  CORRESPONDANCE
 A   R.A.B.I Meirionnydd 
Received a letter from the above asking if the Council would be willing to be one of their sponsors at the concert that is being held in June to celebrate 30 years since forming the branch in the County. It was agreed not to give any financial donation to them.
B   Gwynedd  Council - Environment Department

Received a notice from the above stating that Ffordd y Llan will be closed to any person from the 9th April onwards so that to enable access to an underground structure and to enable the reconnection of BT cabling and it is anticipated that the work will be completed within 5 days.

C   Snowdonia National Park

Received a letter from the above together with documents regarding the revised Eryri Local Development Plan 2016-2031 and asking if the Council had any comments to make regarding the proposed Focussed Changes and the supporting documents. The Chairman agreed to look over these documents.
D   Mr. & Mrs Morrison 
The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from the above asking if it would be possible to erect a seat near the bus stop below Ael y Bryn land so that her Mother who lives on the Bro Enddwyn estate would be able to sit to wait for a bus as she cannot stand for a long period and the Clerk also stated that they were willing to contribute to the cost of this seat. The Chairman agreed to look into this matter.
E    Gwynedd Council - Highways Department

Received a reply from the above regarding some matters raised at a recent meeting of the Council and that they reply as follows - that the Highways Inspector had arranged with the workforce to inspect the drains that are along the roadside betwen Bro Enddwyn estate and Bron Foel, that the condition of the road from Bron Foel Ganol to Talffynhonnau had been inspected by the Highways Inspector and that he was of the opinion that is was in an acceptable condition. Also stating that they do not inspect as far as Talffynhonnau because this road is a green lane That the Council’s concern regarding the work near Morwylfa had been forwarded to Mr. Colin Jones, Highways Enforcement Inspector and it was reported that this work had now been completed. Also a letter had been sent to the owner of the wall where the ivy has overgrown between Noddfa and the entrance to Rowen asking them to cut it back.
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F    Planning Aid Wales

The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail inviting 2 members to attend planning training workshop which is being held on the 8th of this month between 4.00 p.m and 7.15 p.m. in Plas Tan y Bwlch, Maentwrog. It was agreed that the Chairman would attend this training, also Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas had shown an interest to attend this but as he had stated at the end of the meeting that he was resigning from being a member of the Council, it was agreed, with the Chairman’s consent, not to put his name forward.

G   Mrs M. Cartwright
The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from Cllr. Margretta Cartwright informing the Council that she had decided to resign from being a member of the Council. It was agreed to forward the letter to  Mr. Raymond Harvey the Electoral Registration Officer in Caernarfon. Also the Clerk was asked to send a letter to Cllr. Cartwright to thank her for her services to the Council over many years. It was agreed that the Vice Chairman would present her with a gift on behalf of the Council and pay for this out of the Chairman’s fund.
4.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £9,333,72 in the current account, £7,545.70 in the reserve account and £44.75 in the Chairman’s account.
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes    - £147.00 (wages) + £185.32 costs = £332.32 
Customs & Excise          -  £110.40 - tax on Clerk’s wages 
Pawle & Co                     -  £402.00 - cabinet for the defibrilator in Talybont

ZOLL Medical UK           -  £983.88 - defibrilator in Talybont

Mr. John M. Evans       -   £300.00 -  remove, weld and repaint public cemetery gates 

Mr. M. J. Kerr               -    £390.00 -  opening of grave re the late Mr. John Kohring

Village Hall Committee  - £207.00  - rent committee room for the year

E. W. Owen & Co          -   £192.00 -  complete Clerk’s P.A.Y.E on line for the year

One Voice Wales          -   £270.00 -  membership fee for the year
Evergreen                      -     £87.50  -  clearing fallen branches in the public cemetery
SLPW Ltd                         -  £618.00 -  new picnic table for new play park

Monies received since last meeting
Pritchard & Griffiths - £607.00 - burial of the late Mrs Jane Louise Jones

Pritchard & Griffiths - £607.00 - burial of the late Mr. John Kohring

Applications for financial support

SADS UK - £50.00 

Harlech & Ardudwy  Leisure - £5,017.20 - half the precept proposal

Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams - £164.10 - translation services

The Treasurer distributed copies of the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2018 to every Member present. The Members went through the accounts carefully and they all accepted the accounts. The accounts book was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.
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4.12  ANY OTHER MATTER 
Concern was voiced that so many trees had fallen during the recent bad weather and that many were down behind the Ysgethin Inn towards Llwyngwffri, Darquin, Gors y Gedol. It was agreed to contact the Footpaths Officer to inform her that these trees had fallen across public footpaths.

Cllr. Owen Gwilym Thomas stated that he was resigning from being a member of the Council. This resignation was accepted by the Members who were present and he was asked to send a formal letter regarding this to the Clerk. It was agreed to  inform Mr. Raymond Harvey the Electoral Registration Officer in Caernarfon also of this resignation.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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