
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT SPECIAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON  04.08.20
8.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Edward Williams, John Ellis Williams, Meinir Thomas, Jonathan Greenfield, Kathleen Aikman.
8.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Edward Griffiths (Chairman), Sian Edwards (Vice Chairman), John Ceri Evans, John Ellis Williams, Sion Ifor Williams, Steffan Chambers,  Mike Tregenza. Eryl Jones-Williams.

8.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman had no announcements to make.
8.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on March 3rd 2020 were found to be correct. 
8.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March.
8.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

No  Member declared an interest on any matter.
8.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that since the last meeting he had attended the following:- I thought that the zoom meeting regarding Ardudwy regeneration  with Gwynedd Council was worthwhile.

What was clear to me from the Chief Executive’s comments was that individual areas will have to look after

 themselves more. And do things that we used to depend on Gwynedd Council to do. Because Gwynedd resources and staff are stretched to the limit. Excellent points were made by Gwynedd Councillors.

Look into car parking charges and lay-by use by camper vans etc. Annwen said that a group had already been established to look into these issues. Problems with beaches and shifting sand and need to protect coastlines. Discussions with Barry Davies. Maritime. Essential. Need for integrated transport between buses and trains. Was being looked into, but less use being made of public transport due to essential travel only. Need to support village Halls and community centres and Dragon Theatre, Barmouth our only remaining theatre in Ardudwy. No hot water in Gwynedd public toilets was a major issue. It was clear to me that local community councils, which will have to include an imputs from local businesses etc, in discussions and will have to tackle issues themselves. There have been several zoom type meetings regarding the railway. The 16 day closure in October will NOT be extended beyond the 16 days. There is concern that if COVID 19 restrictions are still in place then travelling by bus will create problems when the line is closed.A meeting with TFW is to be called.Concern expressed regarding the loss of seating on new trains and only one toilet between 2 carriages. Several sites have asked the SNP to extend their season, but the SNP will charge £250 for consultation and £190 for an application. The Park say that they cannot legally wave  the charges for applying to extend the season. It is evident that with the lockdown for vulnerable people, that mental health issues have increased considerably. Neighbours and local groups have been assisting with shopping, prescriptions etc. I have asked the highway authority to investigate a problem in Talybont where re-surfacing has taken place over a surface water drain. Officials have visited the area.

Village hall officials have been doing excellent work in recovering the 10 year old seats. Members have been removing the old cloth before transporting to Llanfair to be re-upholstered. There will be a phased opening to Ysgol Ardudwy over the first three weeks in September Year 7, 10 and 11 will go in the first week and others will follow in phases until the 14th when all pupils will return to school. I am available on 01341242758 or 07340035378 e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com Keep safe keep well be alert against COVID 19.In my view Gwynedd Officials have done good work tackling COVID 19.
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8.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
All the planning applications received after the last meeting in March have been forwarded to you as Members. The Clerk reported that she has not since the start of the Covid 19 virus received any paper copies of planning applications only ones through e-mail. If this continues she will be forwarding every planning application that she receives through e-mail onto the Members straight away.
8.9  MATTERS ARISING

A     Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £14,974.00 since the start of the new financial year and this was  £11,244.64 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. This was mainly due to the fact that the £4,000 earmarked for the toilets partnership had not been paid and this was earmarked for May.
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers  reported that a Dyffryn and Talybont Covid 19 Voluntary Group had been created and that a group of over 55 volunteers under the leadership of the Improvements Group to ensure that assistance was being given to local residents who were self isolating or shealding  due to the effect of the coronavirus. A phone line was created from 9.00 a.m. to 8.00 p.m. from Monday to Friday. Cllr. Chambers stated that he wanted, on behalf of the Improvements Group to thank all the volunteers for their assistance and especially to Mrs Rachel Medlicott and staff REW in Barmouth for leading the operation  together with manning the phone line. Also thanks to Mrs Stacey Taylor Moncrieff (Barmouth Bay) for volunteering to answer the phones during  the night hours (4.30-8.00). The Dyffryn and Talybont Football Club Officials are now taking steps to try and re-establish the training sessions under the FAW  guidelines.  The club is looking for a “Covid Compliance Officer” to volunteer to try and assure that the club are following the FAW guidelines correctly, therefore if anyone has got an interest for them to contact the club. A virtual meeting of the Dyffryn and Talybont Youth Club committee was held in May and it was decided that the club will not be restarting until the new year. This was a difficult decision to make but is was forseen that it would be very difficult to keep to the social distancing guidelines with so many members attending the club. The club officials will still be monitoring the situation before making any decisions to restart the club. The hope is that some activities are held in the meantime.
C   Village Hall
Information was received from the Councillors that represent the Council on the above committee that no meeting has being held but some of the committee members have been busy recovering the chairs of the hall.

D   Develop Car Park
Nothing further to report with regard to this development
E   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteries and play parks
Cllr. Sian Edwards made it known that she had not carried out an inspection of the above sites because of the virus but that she intends to do so by the next meeting. Also the Chairman reported that he had erected sings in the new play park regarding the steps to be taken when using the play park. Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reproted that he had seen persons using the play park on the day that it was reopened and that he had gone there, but these people had the proper sanatising equipment.
F   Standing Orders
Cllrs. Steffan Chambers and Michael Tregenza reported that they would meet to discuss the above and that they would do this before the next meeting.
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G   Provisions for the continuity of Community Council business during an extraordinary event 
Cllr. Steffan Chambers put a montion in front of the Council as many other Community Councils have been doing, to invest  in the “Zoom” programme so that the Council can hold meetings over the progamme if another extraordinary event came before us in the future. The cost for this progamme so as to satisfy the Council’s requirements would be £11.99 a month and this includes unlimited time, over 100 participants etc.  After a discussion it was proposed that Cllr. Steffan Chambers would try a trial of the version for nothing with some of the Councillors first before making any further decisions on the matter.

H   Latest on the "Plan C" Covid-19 Dyffryn a Talybont  voluntary campaign
Changes have been made in the operation times of the voluntary service. The service will run from 9.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Monday to Friday until the 31st August when the service will terminate after this date. The Improvements Group will still be monitoring the local and national situation with regard  to the coronavirus  and if it will be necessary to restart the service in the future. A letter will be sent by the Improvements Group to Dyffryn and Talybont residents in the next few days. It was proposed that the list with names and details of the Plan C volunteers would be transferred from the Improvements Group to the ownership of the Community Council. Cllr. Steffan Chambers will be making sure that everybody that have put their details on the list in March are happy to leave their names on it. The hope is the list will be available if it will be needed in an emergency in the future.
8.10  CORRESPONDANCE
All the correspondence received after the last meeting in March has been forwarded to you as Members
8.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
Th e Treasurer reported that there was £16,067.33 in the current account, £4,569.07 in the reserve account and £200.00 in the Chairman’s account.
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes     -      £147.00 (wages) + £75.99 costs = £222.99 
Evergreen                        -      £360.00 – cut grass in cemeteries and trim hedge in public cemetery

Mr. G. J. Williams               -  £150.00 -  cut grass in various locations in Talybont x 2

Mr. Gary Martayn           -     £525.00 -  cut grass in play parks, football field and around the benches x 3
Monies received since last meeting
None received.
The Treasurer reported although copies of the Council’s accounts had been sent to every Member at the begining of April, they had not been approved for the financial year 2019/20 and also there was a need to approve the annual return so as to be able to send the appropriate documents onto the External Auditors. The Treasurer reported further because of the virus that the date appointed for the exercise of electors’ rights under Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 had been moved this year, and the new date is between the 1st and 28th September 2020. From September 29th onwards until the audit has been completed, the Community electors will have the right to question the Auditor General about the accounts.  Every Member that was present agreed to approve the accounts and also approve the annual return and for the Chairman and the Clerk/Treasurer to sign the accounts, the annual return and the accounts book on behalf of the Council.

Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £134.10 - translation services
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8.12  ANY OTHER MATTER 
Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams reported that he had received a complaint that water was going down towards a house in Talybont following the resurfacing work done on the road and he would be grateful  for any information of how the site was before the resurfacing.

SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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