
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  07.12.21
12.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Steffan Chambers (Vice Chairman), Kathleen Aikman, Evan Owen, Mike Tregenza, Eryl Jones Williams.
12.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Sian Edwards (Chairman), John Ceri Evans, John Ellis Williams, Edward Williams, Sion Ifor Williams, Edward Griffiths.
12.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman thanked Cllrs. Sion Ifor Williams, Edward Griffiths and Edward Williams together with Mr. Ellis Williams and Mr. Danny Quinn for helping to put the christmas tree up in Talybont.

The Chairman stated that the Clerk had received an e-mail from a Member of the Council asking if it would be possible for the meeting to be held over zoom because of Covid and that she had asked the Clerk to send an e-mail to all Members to ask their opinion with regards to this. The Chairman stated further after receiving feedback it was obvious that the majority of the Members were willing to hold the meeting in the hall and therefore she had made the decision to hold the meeting in the hall as everybody would be following the proper guidelines. There were two Members of the Council that had already sent apologies that they would not be present whichever way the meeting would be held and only three Members had stated that the wanted the meeting to be held over zoom.
12.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on November 2nd 2021 were found to be correct. 
12.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the minutes.
12.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr. Sian Edwards declared an interst in the planning application Installation of 20m high telecommunications mast together with equipment compound and associated ancillary works - Land near Broomfield, Talybont and she signed the Declaration of Personal Interest Form and she did not take part in the discussion.
12.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:- Friday 5 November, Gwynedd and Mon Development Plan.  10th November. How Gwynedd is dealing with Climate Change and actions taken to reduce the carbon footprint. 11 Nov. AM.Discussions about adult services and the need to consult with Morwena Edwards, Director of Social Services. 12th 11-2. Shrewsbury/Aberystwyth Railway Committee. 15 am report on tourism from Gwynedd and SNPark. 15th evening, zoom governors meeting.16th 2-4. Democratic services.24th Interviewed by Wales Audit Comissioner. 25 Care scrutiny. Autism tragedy was agreed. Betsi NHS CE not able to attend.30 Meeting with head of adult care and housing re Penrhos development.

With the Cambrian Railway NOT opening on the 12th December until at least 29 th December with the footpath opening later than that, I have contacted Network Rail, Transport for Wales and Gwynedd Transport to ensure that the train/bus replacements will continue while the line is closed and I understand that every effort is being made for the train/bus replacement to continue. Discussions with the bus companies are ongoing.

What became clear in the Gwynedd and Mon development plan was the delay in getting policies changed when situations changed. Several members felt that there should be a Gwynedd only development plan because Meirionnydd was being left out on several occasions with policies being centred on North Gwynedd and Ynys Mon. Holiday and second homes was a big problem resulting in increased prices for homes, putting the prices out of reach for local people. I still think that changing from domestic to holiday/second homes should require planning permission because of the effect on communities.I have asked that the former Gwynedd Older Peoples Forum should be re-introduced as many organisations attended and Gwynedd officials were able to get first hand experiences of what was happening on the front line and first hand knowledge of what was working and what was 
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not working as well.Gwynedd Council has been reducing its carbon footprint for year with schemes such as replacing street lighting with LSD lights. The Climate Change Action Plan is due to be completed by March 2022. The main actions will be zero net target by 2030, biodiversity and tackling floods and coastal erosion. Gwynedd has halved its carbon footprint in the last 10 years. Recycling now stands at 67% with a target of 70% by 2025. Landfill waste is now incinerated in Flintshire. Gwynedd is looking for 2,000 tons of carbon absorption by bogs and trees.Landfill sites ar Fried Rasus could be turned to wildflower meadows and wooded areas in the councils ownership could be managed better. A local flood stragedy is to be published by 2023.At the SARLC railway meeting there was an increasing number of complaints from passengers not being notified about having to change trains in Shrewsbury. Also with 4 carriage trains being split with 3 going to Machynlleth and no official announcements as to which 2 carriages were coming to Wales. Also on trains leaving for Wales 12 out of 16 trains were late. It appears that Transport for Wales  was performing worse than any other regions. This was put down to senior directors with no experience of public transport. Massive increase in passenger numbers, especially on the Cambrian Coast tr line. Discussions on amalgamating the Shrewsbury/Aberystwyth groups was deferred until after May 2022 but there was strong feelings that the Cambrian Coast group should remain separate, but to hold more zoom/teams meetings between the two groups. One off duty officer witnessed at first hand passengers going to Barmouth were NOT wearing masks even though they legally had to.Gwynedd education department has apologised for a letter sent out to parents that if they were in debt, the children would not be given meals at Penygroes school. Every Gwynedd councillors received an email over the ‘mistake’.The school received national condemnation even from Man Utd footballer Marcus Rashford.Overnight Road closures is effecting home care staff getting to clients without long detours. After prolonged negotiations, contractors will now allow home care staff through if they show identification. 

At a joint tourism meeting between Gwynedd Council and the Snowdonia National Park on Monday 15th there was clear evidence that this area was busier than it had ever been with Bank Holiday crowds every weekend. It also brought problems with litter, fly camping, mobile homes, parking and staff shortages in many hospitality sections. Some form of Tourism Tax was mooted but this had to be done my the Welsh Government. Tourism volunteers had worked well in the Snowdon area, but very little volunteers in other areas.I mentioned the lack of public transport at weekend when places were very busy and this added to traffic and car parking problems. It was stressed that visitors coming to the area should plan before hand. Lack of holiday accommodation was also highlighted.There are 83 pupils at the Dyffryn primary school with 15 in year 6 and 15 in year 5.It is expected that pupils numbers will reduce in the next two years. There was praise for the way that the head, teachers, pupils and staff coped with the COVID 19 pandemic.NHS staff have also visited the school to assist. Lack of swimming supervisors at Harlech has meant that pupils have not been able to attend swimming this term. Xmas events have been cancelled but each form year will have their own presentations leading up to Xmas. The school has been decorated internally and there was praise for the work. Gwynedd has repaired a bulging boundary wall.All risk assessments have been carried out. Annest was re-elected chair of Governors and I was re-elected vice chair. At the Democratic services committee all the decisions/recommendations will have to be ratified by the full council on 2nd December, this included the type of meetings, zoom, teams and hybrid. Extra training to be given to meeting chairs. With the recent bad weather and strong winds I am concerned at the telephone wires within the trees at the Village Hall Car Park and if branches came down there would be problems with telephone connections as everyone today depends on land line connections for their internet. Could the council again contact the BT engineers to ensure that the lines by the trees are secure.Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. Keep safe, keep well. I am available on 01341 242758 and e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com 
12.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Installation of 20m high telecommunications mast together with equipment compound and associated ancillary works - Land near Broomfield, Talybont (NP5/58/644)
Comments have already been sent with regards to this application but after further discussions in the Council meeting concern was voiced that the present location is not suitable.

Structural refurbishment including installation of external cladding - 14-25 Pentre Uchaf, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/645)
Support this application.
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Conversion and alterations to outbuilding to form annex incidental to the domestic use of Tŷ Meirion - 

Tŷ Meirion, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/358B)
Support this application.
Extension of occupancy period on 22 replacement lodges granted on 25/06/2021 under reference NP5/58/161G for occupancy between 1st March and 31st January the following year. Use of Lodge No. 18 instead of lodge No. 13 for occupation on a permanent basis as staff accommodation - Rhinog Caravan Park, Station Road, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/161J)
Support this application.

Conversion, extension and change of use of outbuildings to create 4 new open market dwellings, together with formation of new access lane, new boundary walls and associated landscaping - Taltreuddyn Fawr, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LB459A)
Support this application as long as condition 106 is placed on the houses if the planning application is granted or the appropriate sum is paid.

Listed Building Consent for conversion, extension and change of use of outbuildings to create 4 new open market dwellings, together with formation of new access lane, new boundary walls and associated landscaping -Taltreuddyn Fawr, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LB459B)

Support this application as long as condition 106 is placed on the houses if the planning application is granted or the appropriate sum is paid.

12.9  MATTERS ARISING
A   Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £39,998.32 since the start of the new financial year and this was  £6,606.47 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. 
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Nothing to discuss with regards to the above matter.
C   Village Hall
The Clerk reporrted that she had not received anything from the above since the last meeting of the Council only that the Treasurer had sent a copy of the balance sheet and that she had forwarded this to all Members.

D  Develop Car Park
The Members looked at the plans of the above development and it was agreed that an estimate of the costs were needed before starting on the work.

E   Pentre Uchaf Play Park
The Clerk reported that the Council had been successful with the above playing field grant application from Gwynedd Council’s Play Capital Grant Fund and the Acceptance of Grant form was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. The Chairman agreed to contact G. L. Jones with regards to installing the new slide. Also it was made known by the Clerk that she had received the report of the inspection of the play equipment from the Play Inspection Company and it was agreed to send a copy of this report to every Member.

F   Housing Needs
The Clerk reported that Cllr. Evan Owen had asked for this item to be put on the agenda but because he was absent it was agreed to leave it and put it on the agenda in February as it is only a finance agenda that is in January.
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G   Remembrance Sunday 
The Chairman reported that the above service had been a succedd and she wanted to thank Mrs Alma Griffith especially and also Cllr. Steffan Chambers and Mr. Mark Stanton Hughes for helping with the PA system. Also thank you to everyone else that took part. The Chairman stated that Mr. N. McMaster had informed her that he had received payment for two wreaths but not the rest and it was agreed that the Clerk asked the ones that had received a wreath to send payment if they had not done so already.
12.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department
The Clerk reported that she had received a reply from the above department regarding moving the post box in Talybont and also the supply of sandbags to the public during wet weather and that an Officer from the department had replied as follows – As Nant y Dail road is not an adopted route by the Council, I cannot spend any improvements to widen this junction. Though, I have forwarded your request to Traffic in Caernarfon for comments and a request that they reply to you directly. Also stating that they had received the following reply from Ceri Huws Thomas, Traffic Department in Caernarfon – With relevance to point 1, we ask kindly for an officer from the service to visit the site and hold a full assessment of the situation on their first opportunity. The service has received more than normal the number of requests during the last months, while also replying to situations that arise from the covid crisis and the matter connected to staff shortages. Therefore regretablly, matters take a little longer than usual to deal with. I am very grateful to you for brining this matter to my attention.
With regards to the policy of sandbags,the Highways Department do not distribute sandbags out to Gwynedd residents incase of floods and only considers applications if the property is in danger of flooding from the road if resources are available at the time. If the risk of flooding is from a water course, river or land, this is not the responsibility of this Council. The Galw Gwynedd Centre inform any person that puts in an application for sandbags incase of flooding to consider preparation when purchasing defences themselves when there is a warning of a storm, if this is concern that the property has been at risk of previous flooding. Our concern is that the Department will not have no resources to give everyone support that puts in an application for sandbags and our priority during any event of flooding is to keep our roads safe to users.
B   Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure

The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from Mr. Michael Griffiths introducing himself as the new Manager of the above site. Also thanking the Council for their support with the financial donation that they give every year and  this has enabled to secure the swimming pool for the community. Also stating further that he his willing with one of the Directors to attend one of the Council’s meetings to update the Members and take any questions. It was decided to ask Mr. Griffiths to attend the February meeting of the Council.
12.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £44,163.00 in the current account, £4,569.71 in the reserve account and £75.00 in the Chairman’s account.              

Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes  -  £147.00 (wages) + £120.30 costs = £267.30. 
Evergreen                      - £120.00 – removing moss from the paths in the public cemetery

Cambrian Clearance   -  £180.00  - Christmas tree

Mr. M. J. Kerr               -  £440.00  - opening grave re the late Mrs Ann Eurwen Price

Mr. M. J. Kerr               -  £120.00  - opening grave re the late Dennis a Gwyneth West (ashes)

Mr. M. J. Kerr               -  £450.00  - opening grave re the late Mrs Dilys James

Cllr. Sian Edwards       -     £98.97  - christmas lights for the tree

Play Inspection Co       -  £135.00  - inspection of Pentre Uchaf play park

Mr. G. J. Williams        -  £247.00  -  cutting grass in various locations in Talybont and purchase and plant flowers

Hampshire Flags          -  £129.07  -  new Wales flag

Mr. M. J. Kerr               -    £90.00  -  opening grave re the late Mr. John Simon Lloyd (ashes)
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Monies received since last meeting
Mr. Huw Wynne          -  £215.00  -  burial of the late John Simon LLoyd (ashes)

Pritchard & Griffiths - £1,665.00 –  burial of the late Mrs Dilys James
Gwynedd Council      -    £529.25  -  reimbursement for cutting grass on public footpaths

Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £151.60 - translation services
It was agreed to put “review the Clerk’s wages” on the agenda for January.
12.12  ANY OTHER MATTER 
Concerned was voiced that some park on top of the water hydrant near Penrhiw housing estate and prevent the emergency services from getting access to it when needed. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Highways Department with regards to this matter.

It was agreed to ask the hall committee if it would be possible for the Council to keep a filing cabinet in the hall by the side of the cupboard that is already there so as the Council can keep essential things e.g. remembrance service sheets, christmas lights etc.

It was asked if the Clerk could once again contact the Highways Department with regards to the fact that the road up towards Tal Ffynhonnau does not anymore get maintained and because of this the state of the road is deteriorating.

It was made known that the handrail (Barmouth side of the bridge) on the footpath near Talybont bridge needs attention.

It was agreed there was a need to purchase a christmas tree for Dyffryn village next year as well as Talybont.

SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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