MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD  AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 12.01.22
1.1  APOLOGIES

Cllrs. Steffan Chambers (Vice Chairman), Edward Williams, Kathleen Aikman, Evan Owen, Eryl Jones Williams.

1.2  PRESENT
Cllrs. Sian Edwards (Chairman), John Ellis Williams, Sion Ifor Williams, John Ceri Evans, Edward Griffiths,  MikeTregenza.
1.3  MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2021 were found to be correct.
1.4  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

There were no matters arising from the minutes.
1.5  MATTERS ARISING

A   Independant Renumeration Panel
The Clerk reported that a form had to be signed by every Councillor again this year with regard to the above. There is a need to list every rule that is been adopted in the Council minutes and if a payment rule regarding costs is been adopted the Councillors that DO NOT claim expenses sign the form declaring this. After a discussion it was agreed to adopt the payments rule regarding costs again this year and it was agreed that everybody that wanted to claim costs would do so but it was important that everybody return the form back to the Clerk once it was completed.
B    Budget Plan
Copies showing the differences between the expenditure that had been made up to the 31st December 2021 since the beginning of April 2021 and what had been earmarked on the budget plan up to the end of December was given to every member.  It was reported that the Council had spent £42,316.88 (which included expenditure from the Chairman’s account and bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £11,221.66 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. The members went through the different expenditures that had been made and the differences that were on the business plan individually. It was agreed to accept the above.
C    Council’s Financial Risk Assessment Policy
Copies of the above was given to each member that was present and every item on it was discussed individually. It was decided to accept this policy. Cllr. Michael Tregenza agreed to ask in the football club’s agm if the goal posts were regularly inspected.
D    Reviewing the Clerk’s Wages

It was reported that this item had been put on the agenda on the Members request at the last meeting of the Council. The Clerk reported that she had not received a pay rise since April 2011 and at that time £5.75 was added to her wages. The Members agreed to raise the Clerk’s wages from £2,205 yearly to £3,360 yearly (but the tax wages will be deducted from this sum) because of the fact that no increase had been made with the wages for such a long time. It was also agreed to put this matter on the agenda annually at this time of year.
E    Holding Hybrid Meeting

It was reported that this item had been put on the agenda because some Members want to meet virtually and others face to face so therefore there is a need to establish to hold hibryd meetings that would be additional cost to the Council. Cllr. Michael Tregenza gave an update with regards to what was needed to hold such meetings and he 
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also stated it would be better to use microsoft teams instead of zoom for these meetings. Cllr. Tregenza agreed to recommend suggestions of what would be needed and where to get the necessary equipment from and it was also agreed to purchase a tv cabinet for the wall.

F    Community Councils Election May 2022

The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from the Electoral Department, Gwynedd Council informing the Members because elections are been held in May 2022 that every Town and Community Council have to earmark £1,500-£2,000 in their budget incase an election will be held in their Community Council.

G   Council’s Budget for 2022/23
The Treasurer gave each member a copy of the Council’s accounts up to the year ending 31st December 2021 so that they could see what the financial situation was like. A discussion took place and it was decided that an estimate of the following costs were going to be with the Council during the next financial year - Council’s insurance £2,200, Clerk’s wages £3,360, Clerk’s expenses £1,920 , tax on Clerk’s wages £441, Clerk’s Accountant £204, 
Translator £1,800, donations £2,000, Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure £11,063.70, Wales Air Ambulance £500, village hall £6,000, grass cutting of the cemetery £3,500, grass cutting of the footpaths £1,500, grass cutting football field £1,620, grass cutting other areas £3,000, repairs to play park equipment £5,000, salt bins £300, football field rent £52, christmas lights and trees £500, benches £1,000, Council’s expenses £200, cemetery expenses £3,500, One Voice Wales £300, sundries £1,000, hire of hall £300, contribution to keep Talybont toilets open £4,000, inspection of play parks £150, up keep of flower pots in Talybont £320, Council’s website £150, development of car park £6,000, auditors £650, emergency pot £1,500.  It was agreed to put the play park on the agenda next month.
H    Council’s Precept for 2022/23
A letter was received from Gwynedd Council with regard to the above.  After disgussing the budget and foreseeing what the Council’s expenditure will be for the forthcoming financial year,  it was decided to keep the  precept at £50,000.

1.6   TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £43,890.00 in the bank, £4,569.75 in the reserve account and  £69.60 in the Chairman’s account.

Invoices needing payment since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes  -  £147.00 (wages) + £142.14 costs = £289.14
Revenue & Customs   -  £110.20 -   tax on Clerk’s wages

Mr. Edward Griffiths  -     £60.00 -   cut back tree branch

Mr. Nigel Ferguson     -  £112.00 –  website hosting
Monies received since last meeting

Pritchard a Griffiths - £215.00 – burial of the late Mrs Alice Elizabeth Amey (ashes)

Invoices paid since last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – None - translation services

The Treasurer reported that she had received bank statements showing the bank charges for last month and that HSBC were charging £5.00 as a fee for maintaining the Chairman’s account the Members agreed to close this account and the appropriate form was signed.
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The Treasurer reported that the Council had under spent £11,221.66 since the beginning of this financial year up to 31st December 2021 and that she was forseen that £45,907.40 would be carried forward on the 31st March 2022. It must also be remembered that at least £2,620.20 expenditure needs to be done by the end of March 2022 and  only 
£133.55 to come in (at the moment) and the Council will have substantial expenditure to do during the next financial year 2022/23 because £11,063.70 has been earmarked for Harlech and Ardudwy Leisure and £4,000 has been earmarked for Gwynedd Council as the Council’s contribution to keep the public toilet in Talybont open and £6,000 as a financial contribution to the village hall committee and maybe that the work of developing the car park will have started making a total of £21,063.70 without including no other expenditure the Council will be doing. Therefore by remembering that maybe £45,907.40 will be carried over and the precept has  been left at £50,000 (£45,907.40 + £50,000 = £95,907.40 - £21,063.70 = £74,843.70) maybe the Council will be fine with their expenditure for the financial year 2022/23. The Members will have a better financial forecast for the year to come at the end of March 2022. 
MATTERS DISCUSSED AFTER THE FINANCE MEETING
PLANNING APPLICATION
Extinguishment of Section 106 Agreement (Local Occupancy) attached to planning approval notice NP5/58/72B dated 23/07/2014- 3 Tan y Foel, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/72M)
Object to this application as the Members were of the opinion that this house had been built as an affordable house for local people.
Change of use from dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) to a whole house holiday let and conversion of attached workshop to kitchen including new rooflights - Bennar Fawr, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/641A)
No comments to make on this application but the Members had concerns regarding more traffic going along the narrow road and also the lack of consultation that had been with local residents.
Cllr. John Ellis Williams declared an interest in the above application and he signed a Declaration of Personal Interest form and he did not take part in the discussion.
CORRESPONDANCE
Welsh Government

Received a letter from the above informing the Council that the appropriate sum under Section 137(4)(a) of Local Government Act 1972, Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2022/23 will be £8.82 per elector. The Clerk reported that the latest number of electors she has is 1,195 and therefore the Council have the right to contribute up to £10,539.90 to outside bodies.
Gwynedd Council – Highways Department

Received a letter from the above department informing the Council, as an addition to the winter maintenance service they will be providing salt to the appropriate salt bins that are in the community free of charge from now on.
SIGNED..........................................Chairman     
DATE..............................................      
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