
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  01.11.22
11.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Edward Williams, Edward Griffiths, Denise Stone, Evan Owen.   
11.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Sian Edwards (Chairman), Steffan Chambers (Vice Chairman), Sion Ifor Williams, John Ceri Evans, Kathleen Aikman, Nia Rees, William Hooban, Mike Tregenza and Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council) (hybrid) . 
11.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman declared that the Council had received a card of thanks from the Ysgol Feithrin for the recent financial contribution they had received from the Council towards purchasing a new entrance door.

The Chairman extended the Council's congratulations to Elgan Evans, Sion Williams and Moi Williams for recently undertaking a triathlon to collect funds towards Young Lives v Cancer.
11.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on October 4th 2022 were found to be correct. 
11.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matter arising from the minutes.
11.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr. Sian Edwards declared an interest in item 11.9 (E) when the Council was discussing the quotes received for repairing the wall near the War Memorial, and she signed a Decleration of Personal Interest form and was not present when the matter was discussed.
11.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:-  6 October all day. Gwynedd Full Council Caernarfon. 11 October, Senior Appointments committee on Zoom 2-4. 30.18th Meeting with new Director Social Services 9-10am Zoom. Merioneth area forum zoom, 10-12.00. 19th  1.30-2.30 Ffordd Gwynedd by zoom. 20th October 1.30-2.30 Meeting with head of housing and cabinet member housing by zoom. 24 October. 10-11.30 Licensing by zoom. 25th 10-12.00 meeting with Gwynedd Cabinet re scrutiny items. Thursday 27th 9-10 meeting with Marian head of children and young families. 3-4 meeting with Aled Davies head adult services. Friday 28th 10-1.00 Senior appointments committee re appointing head of Corporate Support Services.
I am opposed to closing the Caernarfon base for the Air Ambulance and moving Caernarfon and Welshpool bases to Rhuddlan. There was a strong case for Caernarfon when there was support for th Air Ambulance to be based in Llanbedr. What has changed? 

At the full Gwynedd Council meeting on 6 October a notice of motion was presented;) That this Council expresses its opposition to the continuation of the title of 'Prince of Wales' and asks the relevant authorities to consult formally with the people of Wales on the question of whether the title should be abolished or not. (ii) That the Council opposes any investiture being held in Gwynedd, or anywhere on Welsh soil.46 voted to support the motion, 4 abstained and four voted against the motion, including me. In a report on the future for the six north Wales councils I highlighted the problems with staff shortages  and staff retention in all the care sectors including the NHS and also the need for respite care to be highlighted. Wages was a problem and calls are being made to finance better wages from the Welsh and Westminster Governments. Two meetings on the 11th and 28th were held to appoint a new head for corporate services which covers many parts of the councils services to the public. Ian Jones, who has many years of experience and has been deputy was appointed. The Gwynedd councils financial situation with overspending caused by inflation and extra costs for electricity and homelessness has been highlighted. At the end of 2022/23 an estimated £7 million overspent and a predicted increase of £13million in 23/24. £5 million is being spent annually in putting homeless people in B&B’s and Hotels. 170 families are homeless in Gwynedd at present, many 
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caused by private landlords giving eviction notices too families and then turning the properties to AirB&B. My view has always been that planning permission was needed for the change. More information will be released in the coming months on the financial situation. I have had three meetings during the month with the heads of social services, adult services and children and families services. In all departments the dedication of the staff during challenging times was highlighted. Unfortunately many staff members have left due to stress and some have moved to get extra salaries. One council in North Wales is to star advertising for foreign staff to assist in care staff shortages. Extra social housing is to be built in phase one of the Penrhos site near Pwllheli with a joint nursing/residential care establishment with the NHS in phase two. Moves have started to get dual registration for nursing care at residential homes, on a small scale at first. This would avoid having to find placements far from their communities. The council is also pressing for new units throughout Gwynedd for supported living. At the Merioneth area forum a report on the Leisure Centres was presented. Barmouth had the lowest number of ‘customers’ compared to the other sites. I argued that the lack of buses in the evenings and on Sundays prevented non drivers from areas like Dyffryn Ardudwy being able to use the facilities. As around 90% of Gwynedd councillors work is now dealing with NHS problems the Forum agreed to get a presentation from the NHS at a future meeting. At  a joint meeting with the Council Cabinet over scrutiny I highlighted many of the problems effecting rural areas like Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont, including many empty properties that could and should be brought back into use. At the Licensing meeting members agreed to increase the minimum and maximum charges, these were modest apart from car cleaning which could go up to over £120. Concerns were raised over Taxi operators not accepting short journeys with fears that women could be put at risk. It was stressed that such incidents had to be reported to the Licensing department. The increases will be published in the next few weeks for public consultation. The consultation on increasing council tax on holiday, second homes and empty properties has ended and will be decided by the full council on 1 December. I have had very many objections to raising the council tax to 300% also from local people who own and run holiday lets.

On Monday 31st I will represent Gwynedd on the Mid Wales Health Collaborative. I am concerned that the £15 million upgrade on Machynlleth cottage hospital will result in reduced services for Tywyn and Dolgellau hospitals.

I am still calling for better bus services in the evenings and Sundays and Bank Holidays and better connections between buses and trains.A person with mobility problems has complained that the Nudist Beach is a long way to walk from the camping sites. The Maritime Officer has replied explaining the situation.

I am available on 01341 242 758 or e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com or Cynghorydd.ErylJones-Williams@gwynedd.llyw.cymru

11.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Erection of rear extension - Coastal View, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/114B)

Support this application.

Siting of air source heat pump within 3 metres of the boundary – Hen Tŷ Cerbyd, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/62E)
Support this application.
Erection of single storey side and rear extension & new front porch and associated external works - Tŷ Isaf, Talybont (NP5/58/647A)
Support this application.

11.9  MATTERS ARISING
A    Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £36,321.45 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was  £13,083.25 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. 
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B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers reported that there was nothing further to discuss about the above Group since the last Council meeting and there was no news from the Y Tir group. The Chairman declared that she had on behalf of the Council, thanked Dave Wilson and Buddug Hewlitt for placing flower pots in different locations in both villages.
C   Village Hall
It was reported that there was nothing to report about the above since the last Council meeting.
D  Develop Car Park
It was reported that there was nothing further to report with regards to the above at the moment. It was agreed to hold a meeting at 7.00 p.m before the official meeting of the Council next month for the purpose of discussing the above matter in particular.
E   Remembrance Sunday
It was made known that the service arrangements for the above were in order and the Clerk reported that she was going to put up posters in both noticeboards and also one will be posted on the Council's website and one is going to be in Llais Ardudwy. 

The Clerk reported that she had received two quotes regarding carrying out the work to repair the wall around the War Memorial. It was agreed to accept the quote of Mr. Gwynfor Edwards, Twllnant, Llanbedr and asked him if he could carry out the work before Remembrance Sunday.
F   Christmas Lights
It has been agreed to order a Christmas tree again this year to be placed near the toilets in Talybont. There was discussion about ordering a tree to be installed in the village and it was agreed to ask Huws Gray if it would be possible to install it on their premises and Cllr. John Ceri Evans agreed contact them. It was agreed to put this issue on the February 2023 agenda.
G  Hybrid Meetings
The Members wwere informed by Cllr. Michael Tregenza that the TV didn't need a cabinet just a box to keep the PC and he agreed to order one of these on behalf of the Council. He stated that is was necessary to order software to enable the translation to come through the program remotely and everyone agreed that he ordered this software.

H  Hold a public meeting with HAL – date to be agreed

The Clerk reported that she put the above item on the agenda because it is time to hold a public meeting to see if the Council is going to continue with the precept agreement with HAL because the current 5-year agreement has expired. It was agreed to hold the public meeting in the hall. It was agreed to hold the meeting on Thursday the 24th of this month at 7.30 p.m.
11.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams
Received an email from the above informing the Council that he had received a petition from residents of the Bro Arthur estate regarding making the estate parking for residents only. Also stating that he supports this petition and if the Community Council supported it then the Highways Department would be able to start on the official consultation. After discussion it was agreed not to support this petition because child safety takes priority and it is necessary to have as many cars as possible not to park along the side of the road when taking children to and from the school. There is also not much parking near the Bro Arthur estate anyway as the residents' vehicles already fill the space. The Council did not agree with the observation that some who visit the care home and church hall park near these houses because these two sites have their own parking, and noone parks there to go to the Spar shop because they park opposite the shop near the garage.
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B   Mr. Stuart Wardlow
Received copies of e-mails from Mr. Barry Davies, Maritime Officer, Gwynedd Council that the above has been sending to him regarding the Bennar Beach nudity area.
C   Mr. David Young - Snowdonia Aerospace
Received an email from the above suggesting that it would be a good idea to hold a meeting with the Community Councils in the area to give a short presentation of what is going on at the airfield in Llanbedr. The Clerk reported that she had suggested to him that holding a meeting at the airfield early next year would be beneficial. Everybody agreed to this.
D   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department

Received a letter from the above department informing the Council that the  Our Area Tidying Up Team will be visiting the area during this month and also work will be carried out to clear culverts on public footpath number 10 and ABT 9 byway at Coed Gors y Gedol.

11.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £55,895.45 in the current account and  £4,572.72 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes    -  £224.00 (wages) + £99.16 costs = £323.16 
Gwynedd Council   -     £4,000.00  -  contribution to keerp Talybont public toilets open

Evergreen                       -  £370.00 –  cut grass in cemeteries 
Mr. G. J. Williams         -     £75.00  -  cut grass around Talybont purchase and plant flowers 
Mr. Gary Martayn      -  £2,356.50  -  cut grass both play parks, around benches and football pitch x3 and footpaths
Monies received since last meeting
None come to hand since last meeting
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £171.55 - translation services
11.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS

The Chairman informed the Members that she had spoken to Patricia Lill, the manager of the hall café and they had agreed to leave the book of condolence for the late Queen Elizabeth in the hall foyer until after Remembrance Sunday on the 13th.

It was agreed to ask Gwynedd Council if it would be possible to have a "slow" sign on the side of the road near the hall.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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