
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  06.06.23
6.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Sion Ifor Williams, Evan Owen.
6.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Steffan Chambers (Chairman), Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), John Ceri Evans, Sian Edwards, Edward Williams, Edward Griffiths, Jennifer Yuill, Denise Stone, William Hooban, and Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council) 
6.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
On behalf of the Council the Chairman congratulated Gwenno Edwards, daughter of Cllr. Sian Edwards who came 2nd in the recitation for year 3 and 4 at the Urdd National Eisteddfod in Llandovery.
6.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on May 2nd 2023 were found to be correct. 
6.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the minutes.
6.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nobody declared an interest on any matters.
6.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:-  Most of the meetings in May have been by Zoom or Teams apart from the Snooker Club meeting on 16th and Ardal Ni meeting on 24th.
2nd May. 1-3  Meirionnydd area Forum.3rd Bus/Train timetable for rail closure in September. Thursday 4th All Day. Gwynedd Full Council meeting. 9th 2-4 Care scrutiny. 12th 11-2.00 Joint Railway Forum meeting, represented Gwynedd. 16th 7pm Snooker club meeting. 24th 10-11. Lleyn and Eifionnydd National Eisteddfod arrangement details. 24th 4-6. Ardal Ni Ardudwy update. 26th Licensing 10-12.30. Sunnysands application. 

Just under £1 million is to be spent on sea defences in the Northern end of Barmouth promenade. This will protect a number of properties in the area. It is the only major scheme in the area. An official from the NRW attended but not the person we expected and had no information on the river Ysgethin etc. A Talybont resident has been waiting 2 years to have flood prevention to her property. I was also going to raise, for the umpteenth time, the non clearing of the Ysgethin as it reaches the sea, despite local farmers clearing the area for hundreds of years free of charge until the NRW stopped them. The total crimes in Gwynedd last yea was 3707 and half of these were assaults on women and domestic assaults. I have asked for detailed breakdown as a large number involved incidents at caravan and holiday parks, Llinos Davies, police head for Gwynedd will try to break down the stats. At a meeting with Transport for Wales we were told that bus/train timetables would be erected between Barmouth and Pwllheli and would include picking up points. We asked about additional trains for the Eisteddfod in early August as many local residents would want to use the train. A train shuttle is being considered from Harlech to Pwllheli. We asked if this could be extended from Barmouth to Pwllheli as this would solve many problems when the line closes between 2 September and December this year. Cllr Medway Hughes was elected the new Chair of Gwynedd Council and Cllr Becca Roberts, vice chair. Both are Plaid Cymru and from Arfon. I felt that several PC members were bullying the council leader over children education as he was challenged three times to explain the situation which he gave three times to different councillors. The chair of the Democratic Services was allocated to Cllr Dewi Owen, Aberdyfi.All annual reports were accepted. At the Care and Housing scrutiny which I chaired, important reports on dementia and autism were presented. We were successful in lobbying for extra staff in both departments and the new staff will be in place 
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shortly. Dementia units at Barmouth and Llan Ffestiniog cannot be opened yet due to the inability to attract staff. In some areas residential home beds are to be converted to nursing beds with assistance from the NHS and district nurses. Something I have been campaigning for for many years, it is a step in the right direction to avoid having to find nursing beds away from this area. As this was my last meeting as chair, I was thanked by many members for my
work. It has been a full time job. Regarding housing it is hoped that a ‘one stop shop’ for housing enquiries will be set up shortly. I represented Gwynedd at a joint Railway Forum meeting. Not being able to have trains with more than two carriages on the Cambrian Coast line was highlighted. There were no timetables for replacement buses in the Shrewsbury line, only available on apps. Strong representation is to be made about this as not all passengers have I phones etc. Major works is to be undertaken in the Shrewsbury station area. When completed it will be beneficial in getting to Birmingham and London more regularly. Cllrs Stephan Chambers and Cllr Denise Some and myself attending the schooner club meeting. It was very positive with a new secretary appointed and membership paid quarterly. Booking will be by an app. Electricity costs had gone up considerably and it was agreed to ask the Community Council for an annual donation towards running costs. Details were given about transport to the National Eisteddfod near Pwllheli in early August. Route Traffic signs will be erected from Porthmadog, Caernarfon and Nefyn and motorists will have to keep to the routes to the designated parking areas. Caravan and camping sites are already fully booked. The police are to discourage walking along the roads to Pwllheli and for people to use a shuttle bus services. Details on trains have yet to be sorted. There will be a variety of events on the field with several entertainment tents and food areas. Two Gwynedd Councillors, myself and Rob Triggs attended the Ardal Ni project in the Dyffryn Village Hall. Details about grant availability and how to get help and assistance from local Regeneration Officer Anna Lewis were available. The need for more meetings between community councils was highlighted. It looks as though the local car park project would fit into the grants criteria, but there is only a short time available to apply. The chair will explain further. The application by Sunnysands for a 2 am drinks licence was granted after the applicants agreed not to have children on the premises after 11.30pm Qualified door supervisors would have to be employed when open until 2,00am. It was hard to reject the application as ‘presumed problems’ could not be considered. Gwynedd Council has released many information items such as business grants, ageing well etc on their web-site and is worth a visit. I am available on 01341242758 or Cynghorydd.eryljones-williams@gwynedd.llyw.cymru or e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com There was an update that Phaeocystis algae along the coast from Aberdyfi up to Harlech and this is due to the dry weather and it has also been reported that the recycling bins have been collected in the area.
6.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Listed Building Consent to re-roof the front and rear elevation of the property utilising reclaimed slates to the front elevation and new matched slates to the rear, together with the renovation of the existing roof light, replacement of the rainwater goods and installation of insulation into the roofspace -1 Glanrhos, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LB367A)
The Clerk reported that she had only received the above application and that it would not be on the planning portal until tomorrow and then she would forward it to all Members to ask for their observations.
6.9  MATTERS ARISING
A    Budget Plan 

It was reported that the Council had spent £10,578.42 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £11,804.76 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. 
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers reported that there was nothing further to discuss about the above Group since the last Council meeting but there had been a good response to the questionnaire and now they need to target the Ardudwy School pupils that live in this area.
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C   Village Hall
The Clerk reported that she had received copies of the minutes of the meeting of the above committee and had forwarded them to all Members. It was made known that a meeting of the village hall committee will be held on the 13th of this month at 7.00 p.m. It was reported that there are now only two Trustees on the hall committee and they hope to have more in the future, also it was reported that the planning application for the vent in the kitchen had gone in and that arrangements are being made to install the new front doors.
D   Develop Car Park
The Clerk reported that she had spoken with Mr. Martin Howie and that he had stated that he was in the middle of getting a quote ready. The Chairman reported that he attended the Our Area meeting on the 24th of last month in the hall and he was informed that the car park development was eligible for a grant but the timetable was tight and also requiring at least 3 quotes. It was agreed to ask other contractors for a quote as well.
E   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteries and play park
Cllr. Sian Edwards reported that she had carried out the above inspection on behalf of the Council and she reported as follows - that the bus shelter at Talybont was fine but the lander needed attention there was also a need to weed behind the toilet block and also a lock on one of the gents toilet was broken, the bus shelter on Ystymgwern Road was fine and the one near Ty Cerrig. Penybont Garden was fine but needed weeding, Morlo Park was fine. The  play park was fine but the mats under the swings needed attention.  The public cemetery was tidy, Llanddwywe cemetery was fine and Llanenddwyn cemetery was tidy. 
F   Play Park
It was agreed that the play park sub-committee would met to see what was needed in the play park and get at least three different quotes for the equipment they choose and then reported back to the Council and it was agreed that they meet on the 9th of this month at 2.00 p.m.
G   Council’s Website
It was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr. William Hooban go to meet Mr. Mike Tregenza about this website and they hoped to go on the 8th of this month.
H   Election of Councillor
The Clerk reported that she had put the notice up and the closing date was the 22nd of last month. She reported further that she had received one name Mrs Beth Angharad Bailey, Gors y Gedol. It was unanimously agreed to co-opt Mrs Bailey as a Member of the Council and to invite her to the next meeting of the Council.
I    HAL
The Clerk reported that she had received an email from one of the Board Directors asking if it would be possible for the Council to pay the monthly payment on the 28th of each month for the following month's payment. A further e-mail was received from the Board inviting one member of the Community Council to become a non executive member of the Board and also inviting one member to a meeting on the 29th of this month. The Clerk had informed them  that this request would have to be discussed at the next Council meeting before no payment was made. The Clerk reported further that she had received an email from Talsarnau Community Council voicing concerns about HAL's accounts. The Clerk reported that she had forwarded both emails to Members. After a thorough discussion Members agreed not to pay anymore of the precept money until the information Talsarnau Community Council had requested would have been received. Cllr. Denise Stone agreed to attended the  meeting on behalf of the Council on the 29th of this month but was unsure if she wanted to be a non-executive Board member.
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J    Dyffryn Ardudwy Snooker Club
The Chairman reported that he had attended a meeting of the above club on the 16th of last month and the Clerk reported further that she had received a letter asking for a financial donation from the Council. It was agreed to give them £500 at this time until the Council would discusses their request for an annual contribution at the January meeting. It was agreed to state to them that the Council was willing to provide them with financial support annually provided sessions for secondary school aged children were held.
K    Christmas Lights
It was agreed to order lights to be installed on a tree which will be put up near the bus shelter in the centre of the village.
L     Cerdroia
The Clerk reported that she had received an email from the Chairman stating that some from the community had concerns with regards to what development was being undertaken at the above site and he believed that ADRA as owners of the land should provide the Council with answers as to what is going on. Disappointment was voiced that there had been no communication between ADRA and the Community Council or the local community about what we would like to see there. It was agreed that the Clerk forward the email with the questions contained in the email to ADRA.
M   Annual Report

The Clerk reported that she is now asking that the Council publish an Annual Report for the financial year which has been so because of this she has sent a copy of the Report that she has prepared for the Council to all Members for comment if necessary. It was agreed that this report was acceptably.
6.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Dyffryn Snooker Club
Received a letter from the above asking for the Community Council to committ to giving the snooker club an yearly donation. It was reported that this matter had already been discussed as an agenda item (6.9 J)
6.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £56,483.90 in the current account and  £4,596.69 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes  -  £246.40 (wages) + £101.80 costs = £348.20 
Evergreen                     -  £400.00 –   cut grass in cemeteries

Mr. G. J. Williams        -  £274.90  -   cut grass in various locations in Talybont and purchase plants
Mr. Gary Martayn        - £646.50  -   cut grass in play parks, football field and around benches x 3

Llais Ardudwy             -      £30.00 -    grass cutting advert

Defib Store
           -  £141.60 -    pads for defib 
Mr. M. Tregenza           -    £94.80 –  microsoft and teams licence for 5 months

Monies received since last meeting
None come to hand since last meeting
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £156.60 - translation services
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Applications for financial contributions

Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure - £921.98 – monthly donation (not paying this at the moment until the information that 
             was asked for was received)

Dyffryn Ardudwy Snooker Club - £500.00
6.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS

It was reported that an overgrowth needed to be cut on the pavement opposite Murmur yr Afon.

It was reported that a stile was in need of repairs on the public footpath from Bennar to Ty'n Cae.

It was reported that a wall had collapsed near Dolgau and in urgent need of attention.

The mirror opposite the crossroads of Gors y Gedol drive needed to be cleaned.

It was been reported that the Tidying Up Team was going to fix the bench in Bro Enddwyn.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
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