
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  04.04.23
4.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Sion Ifor Williams, Edward Williams, Edward Griffiths. 
4.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Sian Edwards (Chairman), Steffan Chambers (Vice Chairman), John Ceri Evans, Denise Stone, Nia Rees, William Hooban, Evan Owen and Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council) 
There was 1 member of the public present for part of the meeting. 

4.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman sympathised with the family of the late Mr. Peter Davies who was a former member of the Council following his recent death.

On behalf of the Council the Chairman wished Mrs Kathleen Aikman a speedy recovery.
4.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on March 7th 2023 were found to be correct. 
4.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
No matters were arising from the minutes.
4.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr. Denise Stone declared an interest in the planning application for land near Pentre Uchaf, Dyffryn Ardudwy and she signed a Personal Declaration of Interest Form.
4.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:-  Most of the meetings were on Zoom or Teams apart from two which I attended. As it is the end of the financial year there were several meetings with heads of departments.
2 March. Full Gwynedd Council all day. 14th Village Hall meeting 7-9. 16th Democratic Services 2-4.17the Police meeting Barmouth 2-4.20th meeting with head housing. 21st  all morning.Welsh Audit inspectors regarding scrutiny of care and housing. 21evening 5-11pm South Snowdonia Access in Bala. 22nd Third Sector meeting  3-5. 24th Shrewsbury/Aberystwyth Railway meeting regarding information from Lee Walters MS. 28th Chaired Barmouth Harbour meeting 3-5. 30th meeting with head of adult care 1-3. 31st Cambrian Coast Railway meeting 10-12.

Cllr Denise Stone chaired the village hall meeting in the absence of other officials. The need to attract more members to the committee was highlighted as there were two major developments taking place including cafe upgrade and new glass frontage. One thing that concerned me was that information regarding passwords for services etc were not been relayed to the clerk of the community council. No doubt Cllr Denise Stone and Cllr Steffan Chambers will report in detail. The Democratic Services committee confirmed that meetings would be hybrid apart from full council, planning, scrutiny would be multi locations. More emphasis is to be put on councillors and officers safety and wellbeing. There was a very good meeting with the police in Barmouth with the crime stats for the area being low. PCSO’s do not work on Bank Holidays unless the rotas are part of their shifts. Priority is given to sharing officers from other areas when there are busy events taking place. It was anticipated that officers would not be moved from this area to cover the Eisteddfod in Lleyn in the summer. Officers were concentrating on meeting The lack of local treatment regarding minor injuries was highlighted by the police and RNLI and representations at a higher level should be made to the NHS. Such meeting with the police and emergency services are very beneficial.  Homelessness stats are the highest ever in Gwynedd with private landlords changing to AirB&B and giving tenants 
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notices to leave.Around £6 million is being spent on accommodation. It was agreed to take £3 million from the 150% second home, holiday lets etc levy to meet the costs. Plans are almost complete for there to be one dedicated telephone number for emergency housing enquiries. Additional staff have been employed to deal with the large number of enquiries.It was a hard morning being questioned by Welsh Government Auditors regarding care and housing scrutiny, but in general Gwynedd was performing well compared to other councils. The full report will be out later this summer. Education scrutiny was also included.The large amount of work being done by Mantell Gwynedd and other voluntary groups was highlighted as these group were helping to reduce pressure on Gwynedd Services. When there are joint projects with Ynys Mon, all the work seems to be concentrated in Northern Gwynedd and several members expressed the need for groups to assist in Meirionnydd and South Gwynedd as well. Most help is now given by phone or via designated websites with organisations calling members of the public back to give assistance. I represent Gwynedd at the Shrewsbury/Aberystwyth Railway meeting. There were two letters, one from Lee Walters MS Minister for Climate Change and from Transport for Wales. The Cambrian Coast Railway line will have new trains probably in 2024 and they will be two carriage units with 133 seats and one toilet. This is 10 less seats than the present carriages. Lee Walters stated that Network Rail will not allow four carriages because of the platforms and level crossings nearby. A suggestion that buses would be used to take the overflow during busy times was not accepted. This is to be discussed further. TfW has spent £800 million on the new trains and carriages for Wales and this cannot be changed. Representations are to be made to try to resolve forthcoming problems. I chaired the Barmouth Harbour committee due to Cllr Rob Triggs receiving medical treatment. There are many new members and there has been a complete change in staff in the Maritime Department since last October. The details of all the new changes will be available soon. Charges will go up to cover inflation by around 10%. Savings were made last year due to staffing changes and it is hoped that the Barmouth Harbour will break even in the next 12 months. Additional restrictions are to be placed to avoid illegal parking. Many events have been organised and the harbour road will be closed for many activities. The staff of the harbour is to inspect around the viaduct after reports of dangers to sailing below the bridge. Plans have been drawn up for a new building at Dolfeurig, Dolgellau to improve facilities, especially for those with mental health problems etc. A meeting with the head of adult services again highlighted the shortage of staff in all aspects of the care department. A project with the NHS for nursing care at Penrhos near Pwllheli has been approved by the Welsh Government for Gwynedd and the NHS to work together to provide nursing care. This will be the first such project in Wales. The main items on the Cambrian Coast Railway forum, which I chair, was the closure of the line from 2 September to December this autumn. Talk are to proceed regarding alternative train/buses. There will probably be a shuttle from Harlech to Pwllheli, but no information at present. There is a similar project on the Dovey viaduct and as the area is an SSSI working times has been curtailed, hence the 2 September closure. Our MP Liz Saville Roberts highlighted the need for adequate seating on the trains during the Eisteddfod in the Pwllheli area. Also the metal structure for the bridge is being made in Doncaster and will be transported by road. The MP called for consultation during the transportation  to Morfa Mawddach by road to avoid any serious delays. No decisions have been made to upgrade Llanbedr Railway Station. There have been delays in upgrading the road above the railway in the Frog cliffs area. During the railway closures improvements will be carried out at Barmouth and Dyffryn Ardudwy stations.  The re-surfacing of the car park is long overdue. There have been improvements to pupils behaviour on the trains after a former police officer has been appointed and has visited schools in the area. He had been informed that the 39 bus timetable was changing but this had not been changed on the timetable near the bus shelters and he had contacted Gwynedd Council about this and had been told that they had changed the time on the Council's website and they will be putting the new timetable up near the bus shelters this week. I am available on 01341 242 758 or e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com or Cynghorydd.eryljones-williams@gwynedd.llyw.cymru

4.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Listed Building Consent to install secondary glazing to all the windows and replacement front door - Tŷ Capel Horeb, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LB93A)
Support this application.
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Discharge Condition No.4 (Samples of the materials to be used in the construction of the external walls of the caravan units) attached to Planning Permission NP5/58/161G dated 25/06/2020 (additional material/finish to that as previously approved) - Rhinog Caravan Park, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/161K)
Support this application.

Erection of two storey side extension and new front porch - 9 Glanwerydd, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/655)
Support this application.

Certificate of Lawful Use (Existing Use) for siting of static caravan for residential use together with the establishment of domestic curtilage area - Tan y Coed Lodge, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LU144L)
Support this application.

Construction of a special adapted bungalow and a two-storey dwelling - Land near Pentre Uchaf, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/646) 

Oppose this application due to concerns about impact on residents already there and also not enough information on the plans. This development will reduce the number of houses the applicant has declared they are going to build on this site and there will also be a shortage of on-site parking.
4.9  MATTERS ARISING
A    Budget Plan 

It was reported that the Council had spent £55,064.33 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £10,797.37 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. The Clerk distributed copies of the Council’s budget plan for the year 2023/24 to every Member and they went through this plan. It was agreed to adopt this plan for the year ahead.
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers reported that there was nothing further to discuss about the above Group since the last Council meeting only that the questionnaire has now gone live since the 3rd of this month until the 17th and he has put posters up on the community pages. It was agreed that a poster needed to be put together with some questionnaires in paper form in the local shops..
C   Village Hall
It was stated that a meeting of the hall committee had been held on the 14th of last month and that some of the Council Members had attended this meeting. They had contacted a Structural Engineer but unfortunately he was too busy to come out and see the hall wall and Cllr. Denise Stone had contacted the insurnce company and it was agreed that she was once again contacting them to ask them to send someone out to see the wall. Cllr. Evan Owen agreed to have a look at the wall. It was reported that 3 builders are willing to give a quote to do the other work that needs to be done but are not going to do this until the wall is sorted. It has been reported that the fan extractor cannot be installed in the current position and so the café will have to be re-vamped. It was stated that the next committee was to be held on the 11th of this month and Cllr. Evan Owen agreed  to have a look at the plans file. It was also reported that Cllr. Denise Stone had been speaking to some of the hall users because the committee needs more members.
D  Develop Car Park
Nothing more to report with regards to the above matter.
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E   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteries and play park
Cllr. Sian Edwards reported that she had not had time to carry out the above inspection and it was agreed that she and Cllr.William Hooban carry out the inspection before the next meeting.
F   Play Park
Nothing more to report with regards to the above matter.

G  Council’s Website
It was agreed that there was a need to have someone to look after the Council’s website and also to look after the hybrid material in the hall and Cllr. Steffan Chambers said he was going to check with a local person to see if he would be interested in doing this work.
H   Public Benches
Cllr. William Hooban reported that he had been around more of the benches since the last meeting and the Chairman agreed to go around the rest with him.
I    HAL
The Clerk reported that this matter had been placed on the agenda because correspondence had been received from them stating that the swimming pool may be forced to close in the near future due to high electricity and gas costs and a decision needed to be made if the Council was going to continue to be part of the precept scheme. The Clerk further reported that she had received four emails from electors in the area stating their support for HAL and they were willing to carry on paying and she had received two verbal requests stating that they were not ready to carry on paying. After discussing this issue and finding out what the other Councils in the area were doing it was agreed to pay them every month for the first 6 months as long as the following conditions were in place, namely the following 1) Having more members on the Board and some of these with expertiese in various field, 2) That a business plan will be created, 3) That the Council receive a monthly report together with a financial balance sheet from the Board and 4) That the Council be able to appoint one Member to attend Board meetings.
J   Election of Councillor

The Clerk reported that following the last meeting she had contacted Gwynedd Council's Electoral Department and she had received notice advertising a vacancy that existed in Llanendwyn Ward and she had posted these on the notice boards and this notice will expire on the 7th of this month. It was also reported that she had received a letter of resignation from Mrs Kathleen Aikman and she had contacted the Electoral Department regarding this and she had received a notice advertising a vacancy in Llanddwywe Ward and this notice will expire on the 21st of this month.
4.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A Bro Ardudwy Warden  

Received a reply from Mr. Owain Pritchard on behalf of the above regarding the staff of the Primary School parking behind the church hall and stating that Sue Jones the other warden of Bro Ardudwy is going to raise this matter at the next Ministry Area Council meeting next week and they will be in contact again once the trustees come to a decision. It was made known that this matter had been sorted and that a breakfast club  would be starting in the school in September.
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B Gwynedd Council 

Received a reply from Rhisiart Ap Gwern on behalf of the above regarding primary school staff parking behind the church hall stating that they are aware of the school's desire to open a breakfast club and are aware that ensuring safe access is a challenge without significant investment. The simple answer is that staff are given the right to park near the church hall car park as this would negate the need for significant work to create a safe route around the yard. If it is possible to secure the use of the church hall it would be possible to have a discussion with the department regarding ensuring easy access from the car park to the school yard.
4.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £42,077.32 in the current account and  £4,586.81 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes  -  £246.40 (wages) + £101.40 costs = £347.80 
Customs & Excise       -   £168.00 –  tax on Clerk’s wages

E. W. Owen & Co         -  £216.00
 -  prepare and send Clerk’s PAYE on line

One Voice Wales         -  £334.00  -  membership fee

Monies received since last meeting
Pritchard & Griffiths - £856.00 – burial of the late Mrs Hilary Gwendoline Hiatt
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £182.80 - translation services
The Treasurer gave a copy of the Council’s accounts for the year ending 31st March 2023 to every Member. The Members went through the accounts carefully and they all accepted the accounts. It was agreed by everybody that the accounts book be signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

4.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS

Nobody had any other matters to discuss.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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