
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  07.11.23
11.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Edward Williams, Sion Ifor Williams, Denise Stone,  Evan Owen.
11.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Steffan Chambers (Chairman), Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), John Ceri Evans, Sian Edwards, Jennifer Yuill, Edward Griffiths, Beth Bailey, William Hooban and Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council).

11.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman extended the Council’s sympathy with the family of the late Mr. Carey Cartwright following his sudden death.
11.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on October 3rd 2023 were found to be correct. 
11.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the minutes.
11.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

No Member declared an interest on any matters.
11.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:-  Gwynedd Council will have to find saving/cuts of £6.5 million in 2024/25 if inflation stays at 6.7%. Meetings have been and will take place before the budget for next year is fixed. I have attended meetings, but the final decision on the savings and cuts will be decided by the Cabinet and full council. Education and Care will be protected and this means that there will be cuts to highways, parks, bus services and libraries and refuse collections. There will also be cuts in staff numbers, but at present it could be not filling staff vacancies. I have voted for the savings and cuts that will have the least effect on our villages. At the beginning of October, several meetings took place regarding the railway. Barmouth Viaduct work is continuing with the old steel section being removed to the beach by The Bath House and then cut up to be taken away. The new sections are being assembled on the other side of the estuary, and a large crane will be used to put them in place. After the Viaduct work, the rail track will be replaced between the bridge and Barmouth Station, so the line will still be closed at the beginning of December. A survey has been carried out by all railway groups in North and Mid Wales, and Cllr Trevor Roberts, Barmouth, carried out the survey on the Cambrian Line during August. This survey will not be made public until it has been presented to the Welsh Government and Transport for Wales. There will be delays on the Machynlleth to Aberystwyth line and replacement buses will be in place. There was a problem with a bus train regarding pupils attending Tywyn school but this has been sorted. It was during the floods in Machynlleth and not enough spaces for the children. The sinkhole outside The Barmouth Hotel will result in diverted traffic via theHarbour and the Quay, and the Barmouth one way system will still be operational. Larger vehicles including large buses will not be able to go under the bridge on the Quay. Gwynedd Highways have been in touch with delivery drivers to Co-Op and Spar, and they will have to come in via Harlech. Smaller buses will have to be used to take children to and from school and college in Dolgellau. Information will be made available soon by Gwynedd. There was a mistake on Facebook regarding the road closures by a Talybont man, and Cllr Rob Triggs and Gwynedd Highways have asked this man to rectify what he has put on Facebook.There was a meeting with the CE of Adra regarding Adra training young people as plumbers, carpenters, electricians, etc, and they will join the company when qualified. This is based in Penygroes at present, and Cllr Triggs and myself want a similar scheme to be based in Meirionnydd. Adra are not appointing tenants and the appointments will still be made by Gwynedd Council. At a meeting with the Gwynedd Cabinet member for Housing Craig ap Iago the homeless situation was dire with around 
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100 new cases every month. It is now costing Gwynedd £8 million annually to house the families in hotels etc. The stats are changing daily. The two main reasons are that Landlords are evicting tenants from private houses and then registering with Airb&B and that changes to the Landlord/Tenants Laws are making Landlords feel vulnerable. Gwynedd get grants from the Welsh Government to assist and are handing grants over to housing associations. Gwynedd have argued against ADRA getting the grants direct from the Welsh Government. Rules and Regulations are preventing empty properties coming back into use as quickly as Gwynedd would like. Many councillors wanted Gwynedd to set up its own company to do the work on bringing empty properties back into use. Any member of the public can report missed bin collections on the Council's website www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/missedcollection and you can submit any query using your self-service account www.gwynedd.llyw.cymru/myaccount ,via the apGwynedd app, or otherwise by phoning Galw Gwynedd on 01766 771000. Cllr Rob Triggs Barmouth has been re-appointed as chairman of the Barmouth Harbour committee and I was re-appointed vice chairman. I raised the issue again over flooding at the bottom of the River Ysgethin and causing the sand dunes to collapse. This has come about after the NRW stopped farmers from clearing the river as it entered the sea. Farmers warned that this would happen many years ago. The Harbour is expected to make a loss of £5k this year as a result of the poor weather. New laws have come into effect regarding the misuse of Jet Skis and riders can end up in court. Barmouth Town Council could take over the much used pontoon in the harbour. There will be an improved bus service. I have received this from Lloyds Coaches and told that the timetables will be on the Gwynedd Web-site. YOUR 39 IS CHANGING From Monday 6th November services 38 and 39 will be renumbered G23 ● Every Hour - Monday to Saturday ● Increase from 7 to 11 journeys a day ● Later bus from Barmouth at 1733 ● Later bus from Porthmadog at 1830 ● Connects at Barmouth with the T3 ● NEW dedicated School Bus 541 Dyffryn Ardudwy to Ysgol Ardudwy. There are still staff shortages in the Adult Services Department and this week 187 people in Gwynedd are waiting for home care packages. I have had 1 complaint about the 20mph and sent it to highways. It was made known that there were problems with the buses in Barmouth yesterday as part of the road is closed.  I am available on 01341242758. 
E.joneswilliams@btinternet.com
11.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
None come to hand since the last meeting.
11.9  MATTERS ARISING
A    Budget Plan 

It was reported that the Council had spent £33,065.17 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £16,440.99 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. 
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers reported that Deio from Resources for Change had started the analysing process on the survey and these will be available in about two weeks.
C   Village Hall
It was made known that a meeting of the Trustees had been held on the 23rd of last month and the following report was available -

# As planning permission was now through for the extractor fan they can now go ahead with designing the new kitchen and putting out to tender and trying for grants

# Contracts - Denise will work on these - for cafe manager and hall manager/caretaker

# Jonathan to add trustees as admin on the hall facebook page and to advertise on there. Will also put up progress of cafe refurb once we get things going

# Steffan as Chair of the Community Council to call an EGM of the hall Committee after Christmas - possibly January or February

# Denise to look at land registry to put Community Council as owners, not individuals

# Denise to gather information to register all the Community Councillors as Trustees - to ask if anybody refuses this at next Community council meeting
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# Dayle to liaise with Fred Brooks to get a design going re kitchen - to involve environmental health rep once we have an outline of what is wanted

# Ned and Jon to start taking down cupboards etc - to keep those that could be used again and take others to the tip

# It was suggested that we ask the Community council for an increase in our grant due to increase in fuel etc

# Not brought up at the meeting, but Jon suggested we need to look at the hire rates

D   Develop Car Park
It was reported that the SPF grant application had been successful and a grant of £66,094.74 had been received. Cllrs. Nia Rees and John Ceri Evans reported that a meeting was held with Iwan Ap Trefor of Gwynedd Council on the 31st of last month to discuss the installation of car charging points at the above site and the Chairman apologised that he had not been able to attend. It was agreed to let Gwynedd Council purchase these charging points and they also agreed to install some in the car park down Station Road.  Need to be informed by Mr. Steffan Jones of Gwynedd Council of the update on the toilet block and the Clerk reported that she has been in contact with him on this matter. The Clerk also reported on behalf of Cllr. Edward Williams who was also present at the meeting on the 31st that he was going to ask the Contractor for a start date on the development of the above car park.
E   Football Field
Cllr. William Hooban stated that the under-13 football team needed a changing room on the above site but the club couldn't get a grant because they didn't own the ground.
F   Play Park
It was reported that the SPF Mantell Gwynedd grant application had been the successful and that the Council had received a grant of £26,060 towards ordering new equipment at Pentre Uchaf play park. It was agreed that Cllrs. Sian Edwards and Nia Rees contact G. L. Jones to order the equipment.
G   Council’s Website
It was reported that any material for the website should be sent to Cllr. William Hooban and also that training of how to use the television needs to be arranged so that a hybrid committee can be held if necessary..


H   HAL
In the absence of Cllr. Denise Stone it was reported that she had attended the meeting at the village hall, Llanbedr on the 11th of last month to discuss the way forward between the area's Community Councils and HAL. It was reported that all Councils had decided to pay the precept payment every month until the end of March 2024 unless something unexpected happened, that everyone agreed that a business plan needed to be seen and HAL were given until mid-December to send this out, that they still send regular accounts to the Community Councils and that the Councils wanted to see any survey reports that they have received. The Clerk stated that she had received a copy of the e-mail that the Clerk of Llanbedr Community Council had sent to HAL and had forwarded this to every Member.
I   Remembrance Sunday

It was made known that the service arrangements for the above were in order and the Clerk reported that she had put up posters in both noticeboards and also one will be posted on the Council's website and one is going to be in Llais Ardudwy. 

J   Christmas 2023

Cllr. Beth Bailey reported that she and Cllr. Sian Edwards had been around to see which street electric poles were suitable to install a christmas light on, but unfortunately none was not suitable in Talybont but they had chosen some in Dyffryn Ardudwy. Cllr. Bailey reported that these lights had now arrived and it was agreed to pay the invoice the Clerk had received from Blachere Illuminations company. Cllr. Jennifer Yuill stated that the Committee ’81 concert will be held on the 19th of next month and starting at 6.30 p.m.
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11.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Received a reply from the Footpaths Officer regarding the public footpath near the Ysgethin Inn and confirming that he had an opportunity to inspect this path which is Dyffryn Ardudwy footpath number 10. The path in question is located within the conservation designations of a Special Area of Scientific Interest and a Special Area of Conservation, in addition it is regularly affected by flooding from the apparently nearby Ysgethin River. These restrictions will require intensive looking at which surface is placed on a footpath in a setting of this nature to ensure continuity but also without unacceptably affecting the conservation designations involved.
11.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £24,407.37 in the current account and  £44,621.39 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes   -  £246.40 (wages) + £110.50 costs = £356.90 
Evergreen                      -  £400.00 –  cut grass in cemeteries 
Mr. G. J. Williams         -    £84.00  -  cut grass in various places around Talybont

Mr. Gary Martayn      - £2,546.00  -  cut grass in play parks, football field, around benches & public footpaths
Mr. M. J. Kerr                -  £440.00 -   opening grave re the late Mrs Enid Thomas

Blachere Illuminations - £854.40 -    christmas lights for village
Applications for financial support

Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure    - £921.98 – precept proposal (monthly payment).

The above payments were processesed by the Chairman, Cllr. Steffan Chambers and Cllr. John Ceri Evans approved the payments and permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting. 
Monies received since last meeting
Pritchard & Griffiths - £907.36 – burial of the late Mrs Enid Thomas
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £167.85 - translation services 
11.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS

Concern was voiced that a bench near Murmur yr Afon needed urgent attention and Cllrs. Edward Griffiths and Nia Rees agreed to deal with this issue. It was also reported that a seat near the Bryn Awelon housing estate needed attention.

Concern was voiced that the wall along the roadside from Ffordd y Llan towards Glanaber had fallen because the ivy needed to be cut and also behind London House down towards Station Road and it was agreed that the Clerk contact the Highways Department about this.

It has been agreed that the next meeting of the Council will start at 6.30 p.m.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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