MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  6.30 P.M. ON  6.2.24
2.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Sion Ifor Williams, Jennifer Yuill and Evan Owen.
2.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Steffan Chambers (Chairman), Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), John Ceri Evans, Sian Edwards, Edward Griffiths, Beth Bailey, Edward Williams, Denise Stone,  Evan Owen, William Hooban, Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council).
The Chairman welcomed Mr. Deio Jones of Resources for Change to the meeting to discuss the survey the company had created on behalf of the Council. Mr. Jones stated that he had received over 100 responses back from residents of the community and nothing out of the ordinary was emerging. It was agreed that Anna Lewis from Gwynedd Council and Jonathan Cawley from the National Park needed to be pulled in to discuss these responses.
Members agreed that the Standing Orders were suspended so that a member of the public could have the opportunity to address Members about a planning application that concerned them. It was agreed that the Council contact the National Park stating that the Community Council was withdrawing their comments regarding the application in question because they had received the incorrect and incomplete information about the application.
2.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
There were no announcements to make
2.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on January 9th 2024 were found to be correct. 
2.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 2.9 (F) wants the sentence to read that the majority agreed not to carry on paying a contribution to HAL.
2.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr. Edward Williams declared an interest in the planning application for Meifod Uchaf, Dyffryn Ardudwy and he signed a Declaration of Personal Interest form and was not present when the application was discussed.

2.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:-  Gwynedd Council is in dire financial difficulty, with £15million shortfall for 2024/25, due to the very low grants from the Welsh Government.  Gwynedd had the lowest grant of 2%, at a time when inflation was running between 6-11%.  It looks as though the Council Tax will rise by almost 10%, and there will be cuts to services.  The full details will not be available until the 7th March.  In recent years, Gwynedd has cut £70million in savings and now it will have to reduce services.  What these are will be made available after the Cabinet Meetings between now and the 7th March.  The reasons given for the low increase from the Welsh Government, was that Gwynedd population had gone down by 5400 and this affected the amount of grant. There are also financial difficulties at the local school due to a reduction in pupil numbers, to 63.  Cath Davey, the Head, is in consultation with Gwynedd to try to sort out the financial problems.  The breakfast club is going well, and it was thought that by providing breakfast, the pupil numbers would increase.  There is nothing but praise for the Head and the teachers from the Community and parents. A promise that there would be an hourly train service from Shrewsbury to London has now gone, and there are delays in implementing the hourly service on the Shrewsbury to Aberystwyth Line. No information yet on the new trains.  There have been complaints about the lack 
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of information and help at Shrewsbury Station, when passengers have to change trains. There will be works carried out on Fordd Glan-Y-Mor, but there will be access for residents. The highways will be cutting trees on a couple of 
footpaths in the area, Annwen has been given the details by the highways, and it is on the agenda. Well done for the sub committee doing the new car park.  I will be asking the highways to repaint white lines and bus stops on the A496 once the work has been completed on the car park. I am available by phone, on 01341 242758. 
PS. I will keep you informed of my treatment for my eye problems.
2.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Erection of an extension and conversion of outbuilding to an annexe. Installation of 12 new conservation rooflights, insertion of new windows and doors (Amended Scheme) - Meifod Uchaf, Gors-y-Gedol, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/618B)

Suport this application.
2.9  MATTERS ARISING
A    Budget Plan 

It was reported that the Council had spent £47,981.51 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £8,205.65 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. 
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers reported that there was nothing more to discuss with regards to the above matter since the last Council meeting.
C   Village Hall
Cllr. Denise Stone reported that the kitchen needs to be redesigned and also badminton and pickle ball groups had re-started in the hall. It was also made known that a public meeting will be held so a committee can be created but no date had yet been set for this meeting.
D   Develop Car Park
Work has started since the 8th of last month and more than likely it would be completed in about two weeks. It was made known that signage was needed at the site and the Chairman agreed to make enquiries to see what the wording of these signs was to be. Cllr. Edward Griffiths agreed to ask Josh Walker and Sign Creation for a price to make these signs.
E   Play Park
Cllr. Sian Edwards reported that work had started today on installing the new play equipment in the play park and she also asked what was needed to do with the top soil and it was agreed for this to be transferred to the football field.
F   HAL
The Chairman reportedthat himself and Cllr. William Hooban had attended a meeting between HAL and the Community Councils on the 18th of last month. A further meeting is to be held between the area's Community Councils at Llanbedr village hall on the 14th of February and the Chairman and Cllr. Beth Bailey agreed to attend this meeting. The Clerk reported that she had received two emails from residents of the area regarding the Council's decision not to carry on contributing to HAL after the end of March this year and that one of these emails agreed with the Council's decision and one voicing disappointment that the Council had decided to do this.
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2.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Gwynedd Council – Environmental Department
Received a letter from the above informing the Council that glan y mor road will be closed on the 20th of this month so that works can be carried out on behalf of Welsh Water.
B   Dyffryn Elves 

Received an e-mail from the above asking for a financial donation. It was agreed to discuss it at the next meeting of the Council along with the other financial applications.
C   Y Tir 

Received an e-mail from the above asking for a financial donation. It was agreed to discuss it at the next meeting of the Council along with the other financial applications.

D   Cylch Meithrin y Gromlech
Received an e-mail from the above asking for a financial donation. It was agreed to discuss it at the next meeting of the Council along with the other financial applications.

2.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £24,102.00 in the current account and  £44,902.82 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes        -  £246.40 (wages) + £180.75 costs = £427.15 
Play Inspection Company - £162.00 – play park inspection

Gwynedd Council           - £2,016.00  - electric for christmas lights & purchase 6 outlets

A.E & A. T. Lewis Ltd    - £30,864.16 -  interim invoice 1 development of car park

Mr. M. J. Kerr                -      £460.00  -  opening of grave re the late Mrs Sheila Jason (reopen)
Village Hall Committee -    £220.00  -  hire of meeting room for the year

Applications for financial support

Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure    - £921.98 – precept proposal (monthly payment).

The above payments were processesed by Cllr. Edward Griffiths and Cllr. Edward Williams approved the payments and permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting. 
Monies received since last meeting
Glyn Rees & Son - £907.36 – burial of the late Mrs Sheila Jason
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £167.85 - translation services 
The Treasurer reported that it was time to ask Ms Luned Fon Jones from the Finance Department, Gwynedd Council if she would be willing to act as the Council’s Interal Auditor again this year.  The Members agreed that the Treasurer should contact Ms Luned Fon Jones.
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2.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS

It was reported that a latch on a gate in the  play park needed attention and the Cllr. William Hooban agreed to deal with this matter.

Cllr. Sian Edwards stated on behalf of Cllr. Jennifer Yuill that residents of the Bryn Awelon estate wanted to thank the Tidying Up Team for repairing the bench and it was also made known that Cllr. Yuill had visited the public cemetery and that everything was fine then.
It was stated that is was necessary to cut tree branches along the Gors y Gedol because they were a nuisance to lorries and trailers.

It was decided to contact the Highways Department to inform them that brambles had overgrown along the A496 from the Bro Enddwyn junction towards the direction of Llanbedr.
Disappointment was voiced in the National Park's decision regarding Taltreuddyn Fawr's planning application and also disappointment was voiced that a reply was never received regarding Ferndale's planning application.

The Chairman stated that Mr. Phil Price had offered to come to the hall to see the zoom system and it was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr. William Hooban would meet with Mr. Price in the hall.
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