MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  6.30 P.M. ON  5.3.24
3.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), Sian Edwards, Edward Griffiths and Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council)..
3.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Steffan Chambers (Chairman), John Ceri Evans, Sion Ifor Williams, Jennifer Yuill, Beth Bailey, Edward Williams, Denise Stone, William Hooban, Evan Owen.
3.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
There were no announcements to make
3.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on February 6th 2024 were found to be correct. 
3.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising frm the minutes
3.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nobody declared an interest on any matter.
3.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:-  Regarding the finances, I have nothing to add to what I gave in last month’s report, such as Council Tax to go up by just under 10% and an additional £5million to be found in cuts.  These cuts in services will be decided by the Council Cabinet in due course, but it looks like changes to bin collections, reduction in hours in libraries, etc. I mentioned last month that the school in the village was having financial problems. I want to emphasise that there are 50 other primary schools in the same position. A sub-committee has been set up to look into housing.  This will include a setting up of a one stop shop, allocation systems, etc. I know that the Welsh Government is not happy that Gwynedd is giving priority to local people, and talks are to take place regarding this. A report has been prepared on falls by the Director of Social Services, Dylan Huw Owen.  I have been pressing for this for a long time, as the Ambulance Trust gives low priority to falls, whether they are inside or outside, and this was highlighted by a 23 hour delay when an elderly person fell in a Care Home recently.  I am pleased that this is going ahead, and it will involve Gwynedd Council, Ambulance Trust and the NHS.  One of the factors is that Gwynedd staff could be given First Aid training in how to deal with falls, to await the arrival of an ambulance.  Delays in ambulances attending to falls has resulted in local First Responder groups disbanding.
You will find in a separate email a Police report following a meeting recently in Barmouth.  Many events are to take place again this Summer in Barmouth, and are being supported by the Barmouth Town Council.  The Dragon Theatre is also creating a warm centre and providing meals for the elderly and lonely. I have been contacted by Miriam of the Adult Services regarding providing places for the lonely and those socially excluded in Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont, and she wanted more information.  I asked her to contact Annwen Hughes, our Clerk, for a copy of our recent survey which was carried out by the Council and Regen, and I explained that the re-opening of the cafe in the Village Hall was essential to tackle loneliness and social exclusion. The Independent Group on Gwynedd Council has contacted the Welsh Government and supported the farmers in their protest about changes to be made, including 10% tree planting and 10% wild areas.  I have been approached by a number of local residents regarding the recent visit by Lee Walters, regarding Llanbedr bypass, and wanting a smaller bypass to be designed.  I have spoken to the 
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Council leader and he said that the Highways were looking at a smaller bypass scheme, but they had to comply with policies by the Welsh Government.  It’ll be a wait and see issue. An old line designated 50 years ago is not suitable.
Just a warning to rail passengers that extensive work is being carried out to the South of Shrewsbury, and this could mean changes and using buses. He had arranged for the white lines to be repainted on the road once the work of developing the car park had finished. I am available on the landline, 01341 242758.
3.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Installation of external air source heat pump to front of property - 65 Llwyn Ynn, Talybont (NP5/58/666)
Support this application.
Discharge Conditions 4 (Rooflight specification) & 6 (Archaeological recording programme) attached to Planning Consent NP5/58/LB443E dated 07/12/2023 -  Taltreuddyn Fawr, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LB443G)
Support this application.

Installation of photovoltaic panels on roof of house - Taltreuddyn Fawr, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LB443J)

Support this application.

3.9  MATTERS ARISING
A    Budget Plan 

It was reported that the Council had spent £83,231.65 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £25,263.49 more expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. 
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers reported that there was nothing more to discuss with regards to the above matter since the last Council meeting.
C   Village Hall
Cllr. Denise Stone reported that it was necessary to have the name of all the Councillors so as to be a Trustee on the hall committee and not the name of the Council as a Body but she was going to enquire further about this. It was reported that the committee had been discussing getting a new café or revamping the existing one and they had agreed to get a new café and go for grants and that Cllr. Denise Stone would deal with this issue.
D   Develop Car Park
It was reported that signage was needed at the car park and the Chairman stated that he had made enquiries with the Highways Department but had not yet received a reply. It was agreed that 2 disabled parking signs and write short stay car park, parking at owner's risk and a restriction weight of 3 and a half tonnes on the other signs.
E   Play Park
It was reported that the installation of the new equipment in the above play park had been completed and that the place is very busy with children of the area enjoying the new equipment. The Clerk reported that Mrs Carina Roberts, Mantell Gwynedd’s Grants Officer had contacted her asking if she could visit the play park and get a few children there at the same time to get publicity arranged for the new equipment and everyone agreed to this.
F   Opening of Grass Cutting Tenders

The Clerk reported that she had received 2 tenders so as to carry out the above work. After a discussion it was agreed that Mr. Gary Coates, Evergreen  would be awarded tender 1 (cemeteries) and Mr. Gary Martayn, West Coast Properties  be awarded tender 2 and 3 ( public footpaths, play park and around the benches on Ffordd Ystumgwern, Bro Enddwyn, lawr Ffordd y Llan and Ffordd yr Efail). Also the Clerk reported that she had received a price from 
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Mr. Gareth John Williams to cut and clear the grass from around the toilets in Talybont and also to cut and clear the grass in Morlo Park and to cut and clear the grass in Penybont Garden and the work of looking after the flower  pot by Talybont sign would be included with the work in Penybont Garden and the work of the flower pots by Talybont toilets. It was agreed to accept these quotes from Mr. Williams.

G  HAL
The Chairman reported that himself and Cllr. Beth Bailey had attended a meeting that was held in the village hall, Llanbedr on the 14th of this month between the Community Councils of the area so as to discuss the way forward with HAL. The Clerk had sent copies of HAL accounts up to the end of December last year and up to the end of January this year to every Member and also reported that another meeting was going to be held between the Community Councils and HAL on the 22nd of this month, but the Clerk informed the Members that this meeting had been cancelled and another meeting will be held next month. The Clerk reported that she had received and e-mail from HAL and that she had forwarded it to every Member.

3.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Gwynedd Council – Environment Department
Received a letter from the above informing the Council that they are carrying out  work of installing 13 reference posts on public footpath nos. 6, 7, 10 and 17 and removing a rotten stile, woodwork and repairing a bridge handrail on bridleway 9 and 11. The Our Area Tidying Up Team will also be visiting the area from the 11th until the 15th of this month.
B   Snowdonia National Park

Received a letter from the above inviting Members to attend a meeting over zoom on the 20th of this month in order to receive an update on the process of reviewing the Local Development Plan and consider introducing an Article 4 Direction. The Clerk reported that she had already forwarded this letter to Members.
C   Gwynedd Council – Environment Department
The Clerk reported on behalf of Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams that a letter has been received from the above Department informing the Council that they intend to trial the use of hessian sacks in place of the recycling blue carts and wanted the views of the Council on this. After a discussion it was agreed that these sacks were not suitable and it would be better to carry on with the recycling blue carts as they are easier for the elderly to use and the hessian sacks would not be suitable to keep out in all weather due to lack of space inside some houses. Also it was agreed that the Department needed to be made aware the reason the blue carts were been damaged was because tthe workers were not taking care of them when collecting the recycling and just throwing them everywhere after emptying them.
3.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £15,005.99 in the current account and  £44,976.81 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes  -  £246.40 (wages) + £98.15 costs = £344.55 
Llais Ardudwy                -  £25.00 – advert for grass cutting tenders

Mantell Gwynedd         -  £10.00  - membership for the year

G. L. Jones      -          £38,070.00
 - new play equipment for the play park
Hampshire Flags          - £199.89  -  new flags by the War Memorial
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Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure    - £1,843.96 – precept proposal (monthly payment x 2).

The Treasurer reported that the Council had 2 payments to make to the above before bringing these contributions to an end at the end of March and it was agreed to pay all of these now.
Meirionnydd YFC                                  - £500.00
Dyffryn Ardudwy Primary School  -  £1,500.00
Cylch Meithrin y Gromlech            -   £1,500.00
Dyffryn Elves                                     -      £500.00
Y Tir – None at the moment until a more information and a balance sheet was received.
The above payments were processesed by Cllr. William Hooban and Cllr. Denise Stone approved the payments and permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting. 
*The payment to G. L. Jones was made in 7 payments because the total amount of the Council to pay online at a time was £6,000.

It was agreed to transfer £30,000 from the Council's deposit account to the current account.
Monies received since last meeting
Customs & Excise        -   £434.00 –  V.A.T reimbursement

Gwynedd Council     - £25,720.13 –  part of SPF grant payment towards development of car park

Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £131.85 - translation services 
3.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS

Concern was voiced that walls and ivy were down at various places on Ffordd y Llan and it was agreed that the Clerk contact the Highways Department about this.

Concern was voiced that some were leaving dog poo bags behind the bench at the bottom of Gors y Gedol Road and it was agreed to ask if it would be possible to have a dog poo bin installed in the area.

It was agreed to put Christmas on next month's agenda.

It was agreed to hold the next Council meeting on the 9th of April and not the 2nd because this date is immediately after Easter Monday.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
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