MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  7.5.24
5.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), Sion Ifor Williams, Edward Griffiths, William Hooban, Evan Owen.
5.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Steffan Chambers (Chairman), Sian Edwards, Edward Williams, John Ceri Evans, Jennifer Yuill, Beth Bailey, Denise Stone, and Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council).
5.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
There were no announcements to make
5.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on April 9th 2024 were found to be correct. 
5.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 4.12 Cllr. Beth Bailey reported in the absence of Cllr. Nia Rees that the Tim Tacluso had installed a new gate in the play park and also had agreed to install a new fence around the football field.

5.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr. Beth Bailey declared an interest in the planning application for land near Ty'n Llan Cottages, Dyffryn Ardudwy and she signed a Personal Declaration of Interest Form.
5.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:-  The Code of Conduct training update was very informative regarding the Nolan Principals in public office and the need to comply with the Code of Conduct which now includes bullying that if proven could lead to the suspension of councillors at County, Town and Community level. Most of last years investigations involved community councillors with very few County Council investigations.The lack of clear communication with families and adult services officials was again highlighted in the annual reports of the services, this despite the number of complaints reducing from the previous year. The new Autism department, set up during my term as chairman is progressing well. But staff shortages and the need to retain experienced staff remains a priority. Falls Protocol seems to be gaining momentum with one of the priorities being the need to train as many people as possible to get first aid and other forms of training to deal with emergencies quickly while waiting for an ambulance or first responders. I asked for Dementia to be given priority because the Hafod Mawddach and Bryn Beryl Dementia units are still not fully functional and dementia patients are still being sent to units as far as Rhyl, Llangollen and Welshpool away from their friends and families in Gwynedd. I have fully supported the need for the Penrhos site by Pwllheli to be developed with Welsh Government funds for housing and care as soon as possible. Staffing shortages within the NHS is still causing problems for Gwynedd residents, although there has been praise for the NHS front line staff across the region. In the next 10 years Gwynedd will have to spend £79 million on replacing and upgrading essential services and assets and the council is about £30 million short. The Barmouth sea defences will cost £23 million with almost £20 in grants if Gwynedd can find £3 million. I also supported spending on Frfidd Rasus in Harlech as the recycling centre is essential locally and equipment will have to be upgraded in due course. With so many problems with housing I have called for a special meeting with Social Housing providers, Gwynedd Officials etc to sort out the increasing waiting lists. Article 4 when new laws over planning permission being needed to change a property into a holiday let or 2nd home has brought new problems with Landlords evicting families before next June when the new Article 4 comes in. This is resulting in more and more evicted families registering homeless and their previous homes being turned into AirB&B’s. The local highways engineer has informed me that Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont road makings and bus stop marking have been included in future work schemes. I have also been promised that the pot-hole by Central Garage on the A 496 in the centre of Dyffryn Ardudwy will be repaired soon. There is concern that Transport for Wales is to cut four 
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trains, two each way, on the Cambrian Coast Railway line when the new timetables come into force at the end of the year. This will have a serious effect on locals and visitors with up to four hour gaps at times. Rail passenger groups have objected, Cllr Dafydd Meurig, Gwynedd’s Environment Cabinet member, Barmouth Town Council have all objected. I see that there is a letter from SERPA the rail passengers group on May’s agenda. I have put a question to the full council on Tuesday regarding the loss of trains and whether TfW took into account that the Cambrian Coast Railway line was closed for several months during the last three years during work on the Barmouth Viaduct. Barmouth Town Council has complained at the short period, 32 days , for consultation. Cllr Gwynfor Owen has put a Notice of Motion to the full Gwynedd Council on 9 May condemning the loss of 4 trains. There is a special meeting in Barmouth on 22 May 10-3.30 to highlight the help that is available for unpaid family carers. There is also a scheme to help tackle loneliness an social exclusion and I have asked for a service to transport people to Day Care centre be re-introduced. The re-opening of the Village Hall Cafe would be beneficial to this scheme to tackle loneliness. I am available on 01341 242758.
5.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Removal of Condition 4 (No hot food for consumption off the premises) attached to Planning Consent NP5/58/497A dated 30/06/2010 Yr Hên Le Chwech, Ffordd Glan Môr, Talybont (NP5/58/497B)
Support this application.
Listed Building Consent for the installation of solar panels on the south elevation roof Taltreuddyn Fawr, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LB443H)
Support this application.

Erection of new garage and office/workshop on site of former building (amendments to previously approved scheme NP5/58/345B for erection of garage and first floor office attic room on site of former building) Land adjoining Ty'n Llan Cottages, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/345C)
Support this application.

Conversion of redundant farms buildings to form 2 short term holiday letting units together with the installation of a package treatment plant Llwyneinion Fechan, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/660)

Support this application.

Removal of Section 106 Agreement dated 16/03/2013 which restricts the use and occupation of first floor flat to an affordable dwelling First Floor Flat, Fox's Store & Post Office, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/340G)
Support this application.

Conversion of outbuilding into an affordable dwelling and installation of sewage treatment plant Nant Eos, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/363J)

No comments to make on this application.
5.9  MATTERS ARISING
A    Election of Officers for the year 2024/25:-
Chairman:- Cllr. Steffan Chambers

Vice Chairman:- Cllr. Nia Rees

Elin Humphries Committee:- Cllr. Edward Griffiths

Planning sub committee:- Full Council

Finance sub committee:- Full Council

Cemetery sub committee:- Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs. Edward Williams and  Sion Ifor Williams

Benches sub committee:- Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs. Edward Williams, Sion Ifor Williams and William Hooban

Car park sub committee:- Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs. Edward Williams, Edward Griffiths and John Ceri Evans

Play Park sub-committee:- Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs. Sian Edwards, Edward Williams and William Hooban
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One Voice Wales:-  Chairman and Vice Chairman

Public footpaths:- Chairman, Vice Chairman, Cllrs. Edward Williams, Sion Ifor Williams, Sian Edwards & Jennifer Yuill

Village hall committee:- Cllrs.Denise Stone and Edward Griffiths

Primary School Governor:- Cllr. Sian Edwards

Because Cllr. Steffan Chambers informed the Council that he was moving from the area and he would not be able to continue as a Member of the Council, it was agreed to re-discuss the above matter at the next Council meeting when the Vice Chairman and more Members will be present.

B   Budget Plan 

It was reported that the Council had spent £50,361.44 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £47,043.44 more expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. This is mainly because the Council has paid the final payment regarding development of the car park.
C   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllr. Steffan Chambers reported that there was nothing more to discuss with regards to the above matter since the last Council meeting only that the AGM is been held on the 24th June.
D  Village Hall
Cllr. Denise Stone reported that a meeting of the committee of the above would be held on the 8th of this month in an attempt to get more members of the public to be part of the committee. Cllr. Stone showed plans of what the café would look like and she wanted to send them out to different companies to ask for quotes and also it was made known that she and Cllr. Jennifer Yuill were still waiting for the Environmental Health Officer to come back to them regarding the café. The Clerk reported in the absence of Cllr. William Hooban that he had sent out tenders regarding the work that needs to be done by the small kitchen but he had not received any quotes back.
E   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteries and play park
Cllr. Sian Edwards reported that she and Cllr. Jennifer Yuill had carried out the above inspection on behalf of the Council and they reported as follows - that the bus shelter at Talybont was fine but the lander needed attention, the bus shelter on Ystymgwern Road was fine and the one near Ty Cerrig. Penybont Garden was fine but moss was a problem, Morlo Park was fine. Brambles needed to be cut on the Talybont bridge footpath and also the tree stump near the toilets in Talybont needed to be removed and Cllr. Edward Williams agreed to deal with this issue.The  play park was fine but there was a need to remove a big bag of small stones from there aand Cllr. Edward Williams agreed to deal with this issue.  It was agreed perhaps it would be a good idea to move the gate that goes into the football field and Cllr. Sian Edwards agreed to take pictures of the site and send them to the Clerk so that she could forward them to ADRA. The public cemetery was tidy but around the bins needed to be cleared as it was untidy, Llanddwywe cemetery was fine and Llanenddwyn cemetery was tidy. The ’81 committee bench needed attention and it was agreed to put this matter on the agenda for next month. Cllr. Jennifer Yuill agreed to do the inspection next month with Cllrs. Sian Edwards and Beth Bailey.
F   Develop Car Park
The Clerk reported that she had not received a reply fromMr. Steffan Jones of Gwynedd Council about the toilet block. Cllr. Edward Williams reported that he had been told that signs were needed to be put up before the car park could be opened and also add the car park onto the Council's insurance document and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the company. He was also informed the Members that he had been given a copy of a wording that would be needed on a sign and it was agreed on the appropriate wording and get signs in the colour of black and gold. Cllr. Edward Williams and Mrs Williams were thanked for all the hard work they have done with this scheme.
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G   Council’s Annual Report
The Clerk reported that the Council has to publish an Annual Report for the financial year which has been so because of this she had sent a copy of the Report that she has prepared for the Council to all Members for comment if necessary. It was agreed to accept this report.

5.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Gwynedd Council – Building Regulations Department
Received a reply from the above Department informing the Council that they had chosen the name that the Council had suggested i.e “Dorlan Ysgethin” as a name for the new housing estate in Talybont

B   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department
Received a reply from the above Department stating that they will be looking into the problem of water down Ffordd y Llan.
C   Gwynedd Council – Environment Department
Received a reply from the above Department informing the Council that Panteinion Road and Hwylfa Lydan, Dyffryn Ardudwy will be closed on the 7th May so as to renew a stop tap on behalf of Welsh Water. The Clerk reported that she had already forwarded this e-mail to the Members.
D   Gwynedd Council – Licensing Department
Received a letter from the above together with a copy of a Premises Licence Variation Application -  Ffau’r Llwynog, Y Brif Heol, Dyffryn Ardudwy, and asking if the Council had any comments to make on the application. The Clerk reported that she had already forwarded this e-mail to the Members. It was agreed that no Member had any comments to make on this application.
E    Gwynedd Council – Economic Department
Received an e-mail from the above informing the Council that a meeting of Ardal Ni Bro Ardudwy will be held on the 16th of this month at Harlech & Ardudwy Leisure at 5.30 p.m. The Clerk reported that she had already forwarded this e-mail to the Members. The Chairman and Cllr. Denise Stone agreed to attend this meeting on behalf of the Council.
F     Gwynedd Council – Highways Department
Received a reply from the above with regards to the footpath near Ysgethin Inn and stating that they have not as yet received a reply from Natural Resources Wales or the Snowdonia National Park to discuss the best way forward in repairing this footpath.

G    SARPA 

Received a letter from the above asking the Council to contact Wales Transportation regarding the proposed cuts to the service on the Cambrain line they are proposing to do by cutting out the service of 4 trains between December and March. The Clerk reported that she had already forwarded this e-mail to the Members. It was agreed to send a letter to Transport for Wales strongly opposing for these cuts to be implemented.
H   Wales Air Ambulance

Received a letter from the Chief Executive of the above regarding the review of the EMRTS service which was held independently come to an end. The Clerk reported that she had already forwarded this e-mail to the Members.

5.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £15,821.26 in the current account and  £15,067.23 in the reserve account.       
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Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes                         -  £273.06 (wages) + £134.95 costs = £408.01 
Mr. G. J. Williams                                 -  £87.00  -  cut grass in various places in Talybont

Evergreen                                            -  £335.00 –  cut grass in cemeteries

Mr. Gary Martayn                               - £330.00  -  cut grass in play park and around the benches

Mr. M. J. Kerr                                     -   £480.00  -  opening grave re the late Mrs Pauline Kington

Clear Insurance Management Ltd - £2,373.60 – Council’s insurance

Applications for financial donations

Village Hall Committee - £3,000.00
Dyffryn Elves                  -  Not to contribute until the Elves have their own bank account
Y Tir                                 -  Not to contribute until the Y Tir have their own bank account
The above payments were processesed by Cllr. John Ceri Evans and Cllr. Jennifer Yuill approved the payments and permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting. 
Monies received since last meeting
Customs & Excise    -   £5,507.03 –  V.A.T reimbursement

Gwynedd Council   -  £25,000.00  -  half the precept
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £179.10 - translation services 
5.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS

It was reported that the primary school was planning to change the school hours.

It was reported that a board walk on the coastal path near Dalar, Talybont needed attention.

Disappointment was voiced that the Trawsfynydd power station  had been designated as too small to have a small Nuclear Reactor (SMR) built there.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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