MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  4.2.25
2.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. William Hooban (Chairman), Sion Ifor Williams.
2.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), Beth Bailey, Edward Griffiths, Sian Edwards, John Ceri Evans, Edward Williams,  Jennifer Yuill,  Deilwen Anderson, Denise Stone, Evan Owen and Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council).
In the absence of the Chairman, the chair was taken by the Vice Chairman.
2.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
Item 1.4 January minutes the Chairman asked Cllr. Evan Owen if he would elaborate on why he had stated that he was been bullied by Members of the Council and he stated that some Members were accusing him of doing things which were not true. Also the matter of him stating that he had recorded the planning meeting held in August without the consent of the Members beforehand was raised and it was brought to his attention that this was in breach of the Council’s Standing Orders. After a discussion it was agreed not to record meetings in future without firstly obtaining the whole Council’s consent and also to start afresh with a clean slate.

The Chairman welcomed back Cllr. John Ceri Evans to the meeting after his recent illness.

2.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on January 7th 2025 were found to be correct. 
2.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising from the minutes
2.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST.
Cllr. Beth Bailey declared an interest in the planning application regarding Gors y Gedol woods and she signed a Personal Declaration of Interest form and did not take part when the application was discussed.
2.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:- The past few months have been taken up with the dire financial situation that Cyngor Gwynedd finds itself in as the local authority in Wales that is getting the next to bottom financial grant from the Welsh Government at just over 3%. The full council has decided that council tax premium on second and holiday homes will remain at 150% and 100% premium on empty properties that have been empty for 12 months or more. And that no discount will be allowed for empty homes for up to 6 months. Many councillors remarked that Pembroke had reduced the premium from 150% to 100% and many felt that the premiums were anti tourists but no-one made a proposal, so I did, to test the council. I got 19 votes but over 35 voted to stay at 150% premium. Around £4 million from the premium goes towards funding an increasing number of homeless families temporary accommodation. I have not had any feedback after I asked the council to ask Transport for Wales and the Welsh Government to reinstate the first and last trains on the Cambrian Coast Railway line because of the effect the loss of the trains was having on the local economy and travelling difficulties for people working in local supermarkets and hospitality and locals travelling long distances and unable to get home the same day. A call for 1 March St David’s Day to be a public holiday in Wales has been rejected by the Westminster Labour Government. A row has broken out over the number of social housing tenants that can exchange their properties with tenants living outside Wales. Gwynedd solicitors pointed out that the exchanges were allowed under the Law and that housing associations could not do anything about the exchanges. The matter has been raised with the Welsh Government. The council budget for 2025/26 will be presented to the Audit committee on 6 February, then the Cabinet on 11th February and the full Gwynedd council on 6th March. The extra National Insurance on the 6,000 council staff will cost Gwynedd £4.5 million, although some of the money will be forthcoming, but not all. Increase wages and inflation will cost the council an extra £7,687,000 and the finance department has suggested an 8.68% council tax increase excluding Fire Authority, Police Authority and SNP increases. Initial forecasts for a Band 4 
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property will be an increase to £1,907 or just under £3 per week. The councils reserves have been reduced from £26 million to £15 million to reduce the council tax burden with the Chief Executive warning that the reserves must not go below £15million in case of emergencies. I asked if contingencies could be put in place to meet the costs of increasing storms. I also expressed concern as to the low grants from the Welsh Government compared to 25 other County Councils. A worrying note is that for many years the council has been undertaking efficiency cuts totalling around £37 million, a warning was given that there were no more efficiency cuts available and in the next 12 months there would be £3.4 million in service cuts. All council departments were overspent last year with adult services, youth services and homeless services topping the lists of £6.8 million overspent on Statutory services. Talks are still taking place in a bid to reduce the council tax burden with the Welsh Local Government Association pressing for better settlements, but these are unlikely to happen with Mark Drakeford nor in control of Welsh Government finances. The council has drawn up plans of how to deal with the Neil Foden child abuse case and called for a full enquiry. The Independent group on Gwynedd had called for a full enquiry from the start. The council treasurer was asked whether the council was insured against claims and the meeting I was at was told that the council was insured with the proviso that things could change if Gwynedd had been negligent. A full report is available on the Gwynedd web site under press releases where there is also information on Dementia etc. Please keep an eye on any work effecting the A496 by the Last Inn in Barmouth as work progresses on the sea defences. Details on the major works at the North end of Barmouth promenade will be available soon. I am available on e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com or on 242758. Cllr Eryl Jones-Williams.
2.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Retention of air-source heat pump sited on the front of the property 2 Ty'n Llidiart, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/427F)
Support this application
Improvements to pedestrian access including creating a new path and a 160 metres long zig zag formation to enable access for all terrain mobility scooters, wheelchairs and push chairs Coed Gors y Gedol, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/658)
Support this application

Erection of two storey side extension and detached double workshop Tawelfan, Ffordd Ysgethin, Talybont (NP5/58/670)
Support this application

2.9  MATTERS ARISING
A    Budget Plan 

It was reported that the Council had spent £81,834.03 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £36,519.80 more expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. This is mainly because the Council has paid the final payment regarding development of the car park in the new financial year.
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
Cllrs. Edward Griffiths and Denise Stone reported that a meeting of the above group had been held on the 3rd of this month.
C  Village Hall
A discussion was held regarding the hall café, and it was stated by Cllrs Jennifer Yuill and Deilwen Anderson that they had visited the café the previous day and found that everything had to be removed because water had come in. They expressed concern that the fire door had been locked, which is against fire regulations. They also raised concerns that some people were using the back kitchen when holding activities or meetings in the hall, despite the kitchen not being up to standard. Additionally, they expressed concern that some groups were bringing their own electrical equipment into the hall, which is against regulations as it has not been tested. Cllr. Denise Stone agreed to ask the 
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Regeneration Group to send a letter to all users of the hall, drawing attention to the fact that they should not use their own equipment and also asking them to contact the Fire Service regarding the internal fire door. It was noted that the company Kimberley Gulf had provided a report on the condition of the hall, and it was decided to get two more quotes and try to ensure that these quotes included carrying out the work needed both inside and outside the hall. It was also agreed that the hall committee would search for grants to carry out the required work on the hall. Cllr. Deilwen Anderson stated that she was meeting with a company to get a quote for refurbishing the café.
D   Christmas 2025
On behalf of the Council the Chairman thanked Cllr. Edward Griffiths for turning the christmas lights off in Talybont. It was agreed to hold the Council’s christmas fair and lantern parade on Sunday 30th November 2025.
2.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A  Sian Gwenllian AS 
A letter was received by the above asking for the Council’s support in developing a Dental School in Bangor and to send a letter to Jeremy Miles AS stating their support. It was agreed to support this venture.
B   One Voice Wales 

Received an e-mail from the above together with a questionaire regarding area committees and asking for the Council to complete this by the 28th of this month. The Clerk had already forwarded this e-mail to the Members. It was agreed that the Clerk would complete this questionaire on behalf of the Council.
C   One Voice Wales 

Received a letter from the above informing the Council that the One Voice Wales annual general meeting will be held on line on Tuesday March 11th between 4.00 and 6.00 p.m. The Clerk had already forwarded this letter to the Members.

D   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department

Received a letter from the above informing the Council that work will be carried out in Talybont on public footpath no. 10 to repair steps and on public footpath no. 16 to repair a handrail on the bridge during this month. The Clerk had already forwarded this letter to the Members.
2.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £10,511.75 in the current account and  £55,638.59 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting
Mrs Annwen Hughes    -   £273.06 (wages) + £131.60 costs = £404.66 
Village Hall Committee   -  £63.00 –  hire of hall for Christmas fair

Village Hall Committee -  £220.00 –  hire of meeting room

Gwynedd Council       -  £1,717.58  -  erect and take down christmas lights

Kimberley Gulf Ltd          -   £96.00 –  damp survey in back kitchen of village hall

The above payments were processesed by Cllr. Edward Williams and Cllr. John Ceri Evans approved the payments and permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting. 
Monies received since last meeting
Customs & Excise - £490.11 – reimbursement of VAT
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Catrin Soraya Williams – £190.35 - translation services 
2.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS
Concerns were raised that some are parking on the corner of the road up from the hall near the crossroads of the chapel road, and it was agreed to send a request to Gwynedd Council asking if it would be possible to put double yellow lines there because emergency services are having difficulty passing the parked cars and also because it is dangerous due to the number of children playing around the area. Additionally, they want to ask if it would be possible to install a give-way sign on Tyddyn Du road and place a sign opposite the entrance of Tan y Foel estate to warn those coming out of the estate that the road is one-way and that they should turn upwards.
They also wish to ask the Highways Department if it would be possible to assess the Gors y Gedol road due to standing water on it.
Concerns were raised that the work to cut back the hedge along the side of the road from the Bro Enddwyn junction towards Llanbedr has still not been carried out, even though Cllr. Edward Williams had contacted them.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
810
