MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.00 P.M. ON  1.7.25
7.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. William Hooban (Chairman), Nia Rees (Vice Chairman).
7.2  PRESENT
Cllr. Sian Edwards, Edward Williams, Jennifer Yuill,  Sion Ifor Williams, John Ceri Evans, , Edward Griffiths, Deilwen Anderson. Beth Bailey,  Evan Owen
In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, the Chair was taken by the former Chairman, Cllr. Sian Edwards.

There were 14 members of the public present at the meeting
7.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman had no announcements to make
7.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on June 3rd 2025 were found to be correct. 
7.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 6.10 (B) Cllr. Edward Griffiths stated he was not happy with the reply received by Gwynedd Council at the last Council meeting and he was going to contact the Footpaths Officer to ask for a site meeting.
Item 6.12 The Clerk reported further on the matter regarding Cllr. Evan Owen attending a meeting with the National Park Authority and stated that she had now received a copy of the recording of the meeting which showed clearly Cllr. Evan Owen drinking alcohol (wine) which is forbidden on zoom meeting and his general behaviour during the meeting. Because of these issues Cllr. Owen had broken the Council’s Code of Conduct 18.3.4 (b) show respect and consideration for others, 18.3.6 (a) not conduct yourself in a manner which could reasonably be regarded as bringing your office or authority into disrepute and the Community Council’s Standing Orders (unable to behave in a dignified manner and for using inappropriate language). Also the Clerk stated that the Chief Executive of the National Park had contacted her voicing disappointment and concern that a Member of a Community Council could behave like this in a zoom meeting and he was not happy at all with the situation. The Clerk was asked to contact the Monitoring Officer of Gwynedd Council with regard to above matter regarding Cllr. Owen.
7.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST.
Cllr. Beth Bailey declared an interest in the planning application for Ty’n Llan Cottages, Dyffryn Ardudwy and she signed a personal Declaration of Interest form.
Cllr. Edward Griffiths declared an interest in the matter of tenders for tree work near the public cemtery and he was not present when this matter was discussed.

7.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:- There will be a full Gwynedd council meeting this Thursday and many annual reports will be presented. A report will be considered by Cyngor Gwynedd's Cabinet which will ask for permission to carry out a public consultation on the Council's Waste and Recycling Strategy for the period up to 2030. The draft Strategy sets out a vision for how the Council would work with county residents and other key partners to improve recycling rates, for the first time Gwynedd are below the targets of 70%, reduce environmental impact, and upgrade local waste services in Gwynedd. Hessian sacks for recycling, four week green bin collection, increase recycling to meet Wesl Governmenr targets or be fined are amongst the suggestions. Nothing about closing Ffridd Rasus. It has been several years since there was a call for a ‘one stop shop’ for housing enquiries to avoid residents being transferred to various different departments. I have now been told that the ‘one stop shop’ will be introduced in September. It is needed. There are over 200 families in temporary accommodation and a similar 
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number in hotels and B&B’s. It is costing Gwynedd millions, but it is a statutory function to look after the homeless. £1.3 million from the 150% excess council tax goes towards the costs. The waiting lists for social housing locally is much lower than other areas, that is why there are no plans to build locally. If you know of people who want social 
housing in Dyffryn Ardudwy where Adra and Cynefin have properties, get them to put their names on the lists. I am disappointed that one local property sold by Adra is now an AirB&B. Over the next few weeks Cyngor Gwynedd will 
be tackling the problem of old chewing gum stains on the county's pavements and streets, helping to make our communities cleaner and more pleasant places to live, thanks to a grant from a national organisation. Chewing gum can cause unsightly stains on the street and pavement which are very difficult to remove. Thanks to a capital grant of £26,752 from the Chewing Gum Task Force Cyngor Gwynedd has been able to buy a specialist steam machine to tackle the problem, and the Timau Tacluso Ardal Ni (Tidy-up Teams) will be using the machine across communities in the county. Cyngor Gwynedd will launch a new grant package on 1 July, 2025 which is designed to help small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) across Gwynedd to strengthen their resilience and improve efficiency.

Funded by Cyngor Gwynedd and the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, the scheme will offer grants of up to £15,000 to eligible local businesses. To give prospective applicants the opportunity to discuss their grant plans directly with the team and to arrange one-to-one advisory sessions with business advisers, a series of drop-in events is

being organised across the county in partnership with Business Wales and Menter Môn.

The sessions will be held on the following dates and locations:

08 July: Bangor – M-SParc On Tour LL57 1NY

14 July: Porthmadog – Hwb Arloesi, LL49 9NU

17 July: Tywyn – Neuadd Pendre, LL42 1EF

22 July: Pwllheli – M-SParc On Tour, LL53 5RT

29 July: Dolgellau – Tŷ Newyddion, LL40 1AS

31 July: Llanberis – Y Ganolfan, LL55 4UR

06 August: Nefyn – Yr Heliwr, LL53 6HD.

Several roads in Gwynedd will see improvements over the next two years after Cyngor Gwynedd received a grant worth £7.8 million from the Welsh Government. The investment includes improvements to more than 60 roads, paths and structures in areas across Gwynedd; from Llanrug to Llanystumdwy and from Tudweiliog to Tywyn.

Cyngor Gwynedd provided strong evidence to the Welsh Government about the need for investment and as a result, the Local Government Borrowing Initiative has been approved for capital investment to improve highways during the period 2025-2027. The plans include: road resurfacing work, tar and chip work, footpath repairs,  work on highway structures such as bridges or retaining walls. The narrow road on the A496 outside the Last Inn Barmouth which has caused problems for local caravan sites needing wide load deliveries, will be removed at the end of June. The three way traffic lights in the same area which has caused traffic hold ups will be removed by the middle of July for the six weeks holiday period. The lights will be replaced in September until the end of spring 2026. Talks are taking place foe manual assistance during the half term busy periods.  On Friday afternoon 20th June there was a major water burst in Ffordd y Neuadd with the road having to be closed and Ffordd Capel turned to two way traffic. The hifgway offices at Caernarfon and Dolgellau were not staffed and it was Monday morning before the road closure notices could be made public. WElsh Water could legally close the road and in fairness they worked hard to re connect several local properties in the area. I was informed that Welsh Water had different gangs to do different jobs, dig up the roads, temporary repair leaks, fully repair leaks, refill the holes and re-tarmac the roads and that was why the road was not reopened until later in the week. I have to praise the efforts and understanding of local residents, especially having to undertake the two way traffic on Ffordd Capel. I am available on 01341242758 or

e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com or Cynghorydd. ErylJones-Williams@gwynedd.llyw.cymru

7.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Non Material Amendment to amend window design on the front and rear elevation Land adjoining Ty'n Llan Cottages, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/345D)
Support this application.
Installation of roof window on the lean-to on the rear of the property Hafod Wen, 3 Ardudwy Terrace, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/674)
Support this application.

Roof over cattle / sheep handling facility and part of manure store Faeldref, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/56C)
Support this application.
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Conversion of outbuilding into open market dwelling and installation of sewage treatment plant Nant Eos, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/363K)
Support this application.

Retrospective application for the replacement of an existing static caravan with a building which will be ancillary to the main dwelling and wholly within the existing residential curtilage.Pengwern, Ffordd Isaf, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/51B)
Objection to this application as the Members stated that as the proposed building will be a distance from the house that a new planning application should be submitted.
Installation of photovoltaic panels on kitchen roof and retrospective alterations, including rebuilding of chimney and works to garden (Re-submission) Taltreuddyn Fawr, Dyffryn ArdudwyTaltreuddyn Fawr, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LB443R)
Support this application.

Listed Building Consent to install photovoltaic panels on kitchen roof, to renew the oak beam in the lobby, and to retain unauthorised works, including the rebuilding of two chimneys, renewing an oak beam above the main staircase, removal of areas of internal plaster, alterations to previously approved bathroom and shower room layouts, and installing an additional paved area to the north side garden (Re-Submission)Taltreuddyn Fawr, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/LB443Q

Support this application.

Installation of solar panels on the front elevation and an air-source heat pump at the rear 1 & 2 Ty'n Llan Cottages, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/516B)

Support this application.

Erection of single storey side extension Broomfield, Talybont. (NP5/58/132A)

Support this application.

7.9  MATTERS ARISING
A   Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £14,036.06 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £7,139.94 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. 
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group

Cllr. Edward Griffith reported there was nothing to report regarding the above matter.
C   Village Hall
Cllr. Sian Edwards gave a brief history of the hall and previous discussions that had been held and it was also reported that after the village hall Trustees had written to Mantell Gwynedd requesting that the recent grant application be withdrawn, a reply was received from Mantell Gwyned stating that they would be considering the grant application along with all the other grants received. The Clerk read out the letter that had been received from Mr. Dylan Edwards, Solicitor who was acting as the Solicitor to the Community Council with regards to village hall matters outling the position with regards to matters to do with the Trustees and it was agreed to send a letter to Ms Denise Stone, Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams and Mr. Dayle Lippet stating that they were no longer village hall Trustees. It was also stated that the village hall annual general meeting would be held on the 15th of this month as agreed at the last Community Council meeting and to ask for the meeting that had been arranged by the former Trustees of the village hall for the 16th of this month to be cancelled. Also the ownership of the computers needed to be known if it was the village hall committee or the Regen Group and also wanted to know if they had insurance cover on them and to re-sent the e-mail that was sent on the 5th June to the Regen group. The Clerk was asked to contact the Monitoring Officer at Gwynedd Council to ask for guidance regarding the public humiliation of the Chairman of the 
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Community Council on facebook by Ms Denise Stone and also to bring to his attention the fact that Cllr. Evan Owen has used social media to spread misinformation and unverifiable rumors, causing emotional harm to Council Members and their families. Cllr. Deilwen Anderson gave a brief summary about the closure and the risk of having a volunter run cafe and the benefit to the village hall of renting the cafe premises out.
D   Election of Councillor
The Clerk reported that she had been informed by the Electoral Officer that he had received 10 names asking for an election and therefore an election to fill the one vacant seat that exists on the Council in Llanddwywe Ward will be held.

E   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteries and play park
Cllr. Sian Edwards reported that she and Cllr. Jennifer Yuill had carried out the above inspection on behalf of the Council and they reported as follows - that the bus shelter at Talybont was fine, the bus shelter on Ystymgwern Road was fine and the one near Ty Cerrig. Penybont Garden needed cutting and also the brambles needed cutting there and also the moss on the path needed attention, Morlo Park was fine. The  play park was fine, and also the car park was fine and Cllr. Edward Williams was thanked for taking the dumpy bag away. It was agreed to ask the Tim Tacluso if it would be possible for them to weed around the bus shelter ag up the path towards the old toilet block and also to ask the Contractor to cut the path up to Penrhiw. Cllr. Jennifer Yuill reported that the public cemetery was fine, Llanddwywe cemetery but a wall needed attention near this church by the 30 mph sign and Llanenddwyn cemetery was fine but along the road down Ffordd y Llan needed cutting.
F   Pentre Uchaf Play Park
It was reported that a quote had been received from Creative Play to carry out the work of putting wetpour under some of the play equipment in the above play park and it was agreed to ask for more quotes. It was also stated that the Community Council could do some pre work and get quotes to lay down wetpour and it was agreed to get more quotes with regards to carrying out the work this way as well. Agenda item for September.
G   CCTV
The Clerk stated that she had not received any correspondance from Mr. Richard Hollingworth with regards to the above matter.
H   Trees near the public cemetery
The Clerk reported that she had received three quotes to carry out the above work near the public cemetery.  After a discussion it was agreed to accept the quote of Anderson Tree Specialists
7.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department
The Clerk reported that she had received a reply from the above regarding matters that had been raised at the last Council meeting and that he stated he noted our comments regarding the matters raised by the Council i.e a tree needing attention on Gors y Gedol Drive, pot holes on Gors y Gedol Drive and Glan y Mor Road and the work of cutting back the overgrowth along the road side from Bro Enddwyn junction towards Llanbedrs and that he had arranged for a Surveyor to assess these sites and arrange any necessary work.

B   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department

Received a letter from the above informing the Council that a gate with metal posts is going to be installed on road 7 Gors y Gedol during this month.
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C    Dance for Everyone

Received a letter from the above asking for a financial donation from the Council following their recent visit to the local primary school.

7.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £9,609.80 in the current account and  £66,025.19 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting
Mrs Annwen Hughes      -   £273.06 (wages) + £177.18 costs = £450.24 
Evergreen                          -  £420.00 –  cut grass in cemeteries

Mr. G. Martayn                 -  £444.00  -  cut grass in play park, car park and around the benches in various locations
Mr. G. J. Williams            -      £78.00 -   cut grass in Talybont and purchase flowers
Village Hall Committee  -      £21.00   -  hire of hall for extra meeting

Customs & Excsie            -    £204.60  -  tax on Clerk’s wages

The above payments were processesed by Cllr. Edward Williams and Cllr. Beth Bailey approved the payments and permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting. 
The Treasurer reported that she had received an e-mail from the bank informing her that they were removing the £8 monthly account fee as of 1st of this month.
The Treasurer asked for the Council’s permission to make payments that were deemed urgent during the month of August as there was no official Council meeting until September. This permission was granted.

Monies received since last meeting
Pritchard a Griffiths - £971.00 – burial of the late Mrs Elinor Evans

Pritchard a Griffiths - £646.50 – burial of the Mr. David Anthony Parry (ashes)

Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – £210.60 - translation services 
7.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS
The Chairman welcomed Mr. Dave Matthews to the meeting to give an update with regards to the football field. Mr. Matthews stated that he had spoken with ADRA regarding the lease and it was made known that the football club cannot take on a long lease only a short 5 year lease, but the Community Council could take the lease back and sublease it back to the football club. The Community Council Members were in agreement for this to be done. The Chairman on behalf of the Community Council congratulated the football club for their great achievement over the season.

It was agreed to ask Gwynedd Council what was the latest regaridng placing double yellow lines near the Ffordd y Capel junction.

Gwynedd Council were thanked for carrying out the work regarding mending the pot holes on Gors y Gedol Drive and down Beach Road and also removing the dangerous tree branch on Gors y Gedol Drive.

It was decided there was a need for more benches in the area. Agenda for September meeting.

The Tim Tacluso Ardal Ni were thanked for clearing the bunker near Bryn Awelon housing estate.

The Clerk was asked to contact Mr. Steffan Jones with regard to the old toilet block in the village.

Disappointment was voiced that the Regen Group had refused to pay for the piano in the village hall to be re-tuned.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
834
