MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY
CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 7.10.25

10.1 APOLOGIES
Clirs. Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), Beth Bailey, Gwynfor Evans, Evan Owen, Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council)

10.2 PRESENT

Cllr. William Hooban (Chairman), Sian Edwards, Edward Williams, Jennifer Yuill, Sion Ifor Williams, Edward Griffiths,
Deilwen Anderson, John Ceri Evans..

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Darryll Edwards to the meeting so as to be able to discuss the christmas celebrations.
He stated that he was able to be present and also set up a Father Christmas grotto.

10.3 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman had no announcements to make.

10.4 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on September 2nd 2025 were found to be correct.

10.5 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
No matters were arising from the minutes

10.6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST.

Cllr. William Hooban declared an interest in the matter to do with the football field and he signed a Personal
Declaration of Interest form and did not take part in the discussions when this matter was discussed.

No Personal Declaration of Interest Form was signed by him as he had done this already in the last meeting of the
Council and the interest in this matter is running continuously.

10.7 GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS

The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:- | have been campaigning for years for a one
telephone number to deal with housing enquiries going back to when | was chair of care and housing. Now at last a
one stop shop when all enquiries will be dealt with without being passed on to various departments comes into
effect. From 15 September 2025, Gwynedd residents will have access to a new service with the launch of Cyngor
Gwynedd’s housing One Stop Shop. The aim of the service is to provide clear, timely support alongside the highest
standard of customer care to anyone seeking advice or assistance on housing matters. The One Stop Shop will offer 1
central point of contact for all enquiries. Residents will be able to contact via 1 telephone number and 1 email
address, and each case will be managed by one officer from start to finish. Ironically the system crashed during the
first few days, but | have been informed that it is working now Online enquiry (you will need to create an account if
you don't already have one) 01286 685100 tai@gwynedd.llyw.cymru. It is essential that families or individuals
seeking social housing locally to fill in an application form, otherwise this area will be overlooked for new housing
developments. Cyngor Gwynedd is commencing an appeal process following a High Court judgement relating to an
Article 4 Direction in the Gwynedd Local Planning Authority area. Cyngor Gwynedd introduced the Article 4 Direction
as a means of managing the use of dwellings as second homes and holiday lets. The Judge has concluded that the
claim against the Council’s decision to implement the Article 4 Direction is successful and a further hearing will be
held following the written judgement. In the meantime, the Article 4 Direction remains in force. Our local area
comes under the Snowdonia National Park, Eryrri, area, and what effects Gwynedd will in turn effect the Eryrri area
over Article 4 when planning permission is need to turn a property into a second home or to holiday lets. Many local
people who have invested in holiday lets are being effected togther with families that have inherited family
properties. The Ind Group have expressed concern and the effect on local family property owners from the outset.
Cyngor Gwynedd has expressed concern over the delay by the North Wales Safeguarding Panel in publishing their
finding over an enquiry into the abuse of pupils by headmaster Neil Foden who was jailed for 17 years for sexually
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abusing pupils. Gwynedd senior officials have stressed that the delay was nothing to do with Gwynedd and came as a
shock less than 12 hours before the report was due to be made public. Gwynedd has promised to impliment all
recommendations of the findings. The Ind Group wanted a proper legal public Inquiry by the Welsh Government
from the start. Many are now coming to the same conclusion. Gwynedd could be in trouble for not implimenting
proper safeguards over many years. Local residents who have bus passes can use then on the trains until next March
as long as their journeys do not clash with school trains. Better to check first before using their free passes. Around
40 people are waiting for home care packages in Gwynedd, as the council is seeking to attract new care staff for
home care and for care homes. There are traffic delays caused by the road works in the Penrhyndeudraeth areas and
addition time has to be taken into account when travelling through that area. Some bus services on the G23 stop at
Talsarnau as a result. Again check before using the buses. | received several warnings over recent bad weather.
Luckily this area did not suffer as much as other areas in Wales. Highway staff in Gwynedd were on emergency call
out in case. The Empty Homes Stragedy of bringing empty properties back into use has exceeded their target of 282
properties and with grants have brought 299 properties back into use. The stats however are for the whole of
Gwynedd and | have asked for local numbers for this area. When | get them | will share the stats, but officers say that
they change monthly. It has been revealed that some empty properties have been empty for so long they they have
gone off the council register and no income has been received by Gwynedd. | also understand that investigations are
taking place and that some other councils are adding an extra premium on properties that have been empty for 3 or
5 years or longer and Gwynedd is considering the same. Renovating empty properties provide much needed homes
and create work for local contractors, everyone benefits and Gwynedd gets extra rates. At last Thursday the Full
Gwynedd Council approved a recommendation that Llanenddwyn and Llanddwywe,( Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont
wards )be combined as one ward as recommended by the Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont community council. |
supported the recommendations and authority was given to the Legal Officer to inform the Boundary Commission
and proceed accordingly. | am available on 01341242758 and the usual e mail addresses.

10.8 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Removal of existing static caravan and replace with a new detached garage/workshop Liwyn Ynn Cottage,
Talybont (NP5/58/141B)

Support this application.

Erection of a detached dormer bungalow (open market) (Re-Submission) Land at Ffordd y Llan, Dyffryn Ardudwy
jNP5[58[6623[A|\/IENDED PLANS 10.09.25 AND ADDITIONAL DETAILS 10.09.25 & 20.08.25
Support this application.

10.9 MATTERS ARISING

A Budget Plan
It was reported that the Council had spent £22,466.72 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial

year and this was £8,727.28 less expenditure than what was earmarked in the budget for the year.

B CCTV
There was nothing more to report with regards to the above matter and it was agreed to leave it until January and to
place it on the Council’s budget list at that time.

C Christmas 2025

It was reported on behalf of Clir. Beth Bailey that all the lights were going to cost £2,600 because there was a need
to purchase 4 new boxes for Talybont and 4 new lights and it was agreed to do this, Clir. Jennifer Yuill reported that
she had ordered 2 christmas trees again this year and it was agreed to purchase new lights for the two trees. The
Chairman reported that the had contacted the owner of Lluesty regarding getting electricity for the christmas tree in
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the car park and they had agreed to this but he had not as yet contacted Gwynedd Council regarding installing lights
on the toilets in Talybont. It was agreed to purchase lights for the lanterns, pay for a lantern workshop, pay to have a
Father Christmas and presents for the children.

D Pentre Uchaf Play Park
Nothing more to report regarding the above matter at the moment but quotes will be needed to install a concrete

slab under the basket ball equipment.

E Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteries and play park

Clir. Jennifer Yuill had carried out the above inspection on behalf of the Council and she had visited the cemeteries
and that Llanenddwyn cemetery was fine but the trees needed to be cut in Llanddwywe cemetery and it was agreed
to ask if the Tim Tacluso would be able to do this. She reported that the public cemetery was fine but a grave had
sunk there due to the bad weather but this had now been sorted. Mr. Christian Bowater had cut and disposed of the
ivy around the cemetery gates and it was agreed to purchase a new noticeboard to place outside the cemtery gates.
Clir. Sian Edwards reported that she had carried out an inspection and Penybont Park was fine but there was a need
to remove the moss that is growing on thepath, Park Morlo was fine and the bus shelters were fine. It was agreed
not to carry on doing offical inspections again until the spring but to keep an eye on places.

F Remembrance Sunday

The Clerk reported that Ms Ceri Griffiths had agreed to come and play the horn, Clir. Jennifer Yuill reported that she
had already asked Mrs Alma Griffiths to take the service and that she had agreed to this, it was made known that Mr.
Christian Bowater woudl take part as Mr. Roy Gamlin’s health was not good, Mr. Trevor Roberts from the British
Legion had agreed to be present. It was agreed to to re-use the wreaths and still give a donation to the British
Legion. The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from a member of the craft group asking for permission
to display a Remembrance Poppy Banner that they have been working on at the remembrance service. Everyone
agreed to this.

G Football Field

The Clerk reported that she had not received a reply from Michael Evans from ADRA to the e-mail that was sent to
him following the last meeting of the Council regarding the football field lease although she had resent the e-mail to
him and still had not received a reply. It was made known that a new style had been installed.

10.10 CORRESPONDANCE

A Snowdonia National Park

Received an email from Mrs. Jane Jones of Snowdonia National Park regarding planning application NP5/58/51B, and
referring to the content of a previous email from the Council to her, she believes that clarification is still needed
regarding the Community Council's consultation response to this application. She also states that the original
comments from the Community Council opposed the application because it was considered that another application
should be made given that the land is far from the main house and not within the property’s curtilage, and she states
that she has provided an explanation to the Community Council as to why the application was submitted in the way
it was, namely that the Officers' opinion was that the development was located within the property’s curtilage and
the applicant was informed of this. On this basis, she requested confirmation as to whether the Community Council
wished to amend their response. Based on the above, and for transparency for all, it was agreed that it would be
beneficial for the Community Council to discuss this application again at the next meeting at the beginning of
October and to provide formal representation after this. If the Community Council intends to respond either to
support or to oppose the proposal, solid planning reasons must be provided. It was agreed as this development was
only an additional room for the house to support the application.
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10.11 TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £34,312.94 in the current account and £66,291.10 in the reserve account.

Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting

Mrs Annwen Hughes - £273.06 (wages) + £184.75 costs = £457.81

Evergreen - £420.00 — cut grass in cemeteries

Mr. G. Martayn - £444.00 - cut grass in play park, car park and various locations
Mr. G. J. Williams - £103.00 - cutgrassin Talybont

Mr. Christian Bowater - £110.00 - cutivy outside public cemetery

Tirwedd - £120.00 - treatment of japanese knotweed

Village Hall Committee - £42.00 - hire of meeting room (Community Council)

Village Hall Committee - £67.50 - hire of hall (Youth Club)

Irving Associates (Surveyors) Ltd - £1,420.00 — carry out survey on village hall

Applications for financial support

Dyffryn Elves - £500.00
Wales Air Ambulance - £500.00
Village Hall Committee - None - pay for carrying out work on the village hall

The above payments were processesed by Clir. William Hooban and ClIr. John Ceri Evans approved the payments and
permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting.

Monies received since last meeting

Mr. Wyn Edwards - £65.00 - place plaque in cemetery in memory of the late Mrs Bronwen Edwards
Pritchard a Griffiths - £971.00 — burial of the late Mrs Pauline Coulson
Pritchard a Griffiths - £646.40 — burial of the late Mr & Mrs Hunter (ashes)

Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams —£167.85 - translation services
Irving Associates (Surveyors) Ltd - £500.00 — deposit for carrying out survey on village hall (paid 29.9.25)

The Treasurer reported that she had received the External Audit report back and that they stated as follows -The
Council did not provide an explanation of the increase in the value of fixed assets. However, we were able to identify
the reasons for the increase from other information available. However, this took additional audit time. We
recommend that the Council reviews the annual audit notice to ensure that all required information is provided on a
timely basis.

The Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 require the Council to maintain accounting records sufficient to
identify transactions from day to day and to make up the annual accounts. The Council’s cashbook does not
differentiate between salary payments and reimbursement of expenses to the Clerk. We recommend that the
Council separates out different elements of individual transactions in its cashbook.

Invalid VAT Our audit testing identified that a payment made for signs in July 2024 (£398.40) was supported by an
invoice with an invalid VAT number. We recommend that the Council checks the validity of VAT numbers to ensure
that it does not pay VAT that is not properly due.

10.12 ANY OTHER MATTERS
Concern was raised that Cllr. Evan Owen never attends meetings and that he still posting slanderous messages about

some people in the community on facebook page.
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Disapppomtment was voiced that the dog poo bin has still not been installed near the junction to Gors y Gedol road
but the potholes in the road have been marked.

It was agreed to quotes for electrical work that is going to be done in the village hall be in the name of the
Community Council.

SIGNED......cccitmimmmniiiiirinininniisiieninenesaienesenenans CHAIRMAN
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