MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  2.12.25
12.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Deilwen Anderson, Edward Williams, Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council)
12.2  PRESENT
Cllr. William Hooban (Chairman), Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), Beth Bailey, Gwynfor Evans, Sian Edwards, Jennifer Yuill,  Sion Ifor Williams, Edward Griffiths, John Ceri Evans. Evan Owen,.
12.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman thanked everyone that had been arranging the Remembrance Sunday service, arrangements with holding Clwb Ardudwy and also the christmas festive evening. He also stated that the christmas lights and trees are looking good.

12.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on November 4th 2025 were found to be correct. 
12.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
No matters were arising from the minutes
12.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST.
Cllr. William Hooban declared an interest in the matter to do with the football field.

Cllr. Nia Rees declared an interest in the matter to do with the football field.

No Personal Declaration of Interest Form was signed by him as he had done this already in the last meeting of the Council and the interest in this matter is running continuously.

12.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:- The Cyngor Gwynedd IT system was down on the 19th and 20th November and this had an affect on our local school and the Care and Housing committee on the Thursday 20th was cancelled. The school could not get into the system for their course work and Gwynedd councillors could not access their agenda and minutes. The Cambrian Coast Railway meeting on Friday 21st November was not affected. At the Cambrian Coast Railway Liaison Committee the following were discussed. The new 197 trains will be tested on the Cambrian Coast Railway line around January 2026. The 14 new trains could be in use on the line by September 2026 but more realistically by early 2027. There will be less seating on the new trains and only one toilet between 2 carriages. The reduction in seating is to create space for bicycles. Only one 4 carriage trains each way next summer, the 10.55 from Machynlleth provisionally. 3 Planned engineering works with line closures next May/June dates not fixed yet. Passenger numbers using the line was up slightly to pre Covid, but no actual figuers yet. The last train in both directions will continue in the winter, thanks to efforts by Gwynedd Council Barmouth town council and a 500 signature petition. Problems with a farmer not checking before crossing the railway line in Penrhyndeudraeth will be followed up by MP Liz Saville Roberts. Reports that he had appeared in court, but no details. Network Rail, British Transport Police and Pupils rail travel officers did not attend or give reports. Raised platforms will be installed at some stations, no actual details on the Harrington Humps to help access. James Nicholas from Transport for Wales was the only official present. The maintenance site at Machynlleth is to be extended with jobs being created. The new head at the local school Cath Davey gave a verbal report on safeguarding because the video presentation was not available. Cllr Beth Bailey was welcomed to her first school governors meeting With Cllr Sian Edwards moving to become an education authority members. A full list of Governors is being arranged by the head. Several established Governors have finished, mainly due to the extensive IT requirements. A full list of activities for the pupils both within the school and outside were given. There is a very good relationship between the school staff, pupils and parents. A report on the Friends of the School and finances will be given at the next meeting. I have noticed that there is an excellent atmosphere at the school that is fully staffed with around 60 pupils. Last term all 10 pupils from year 6 all went to Ysgol Ardudwy in Harlech. Applications 
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for secondary school places in September 2026 will have to be made to the education authority between mid December 2025 to February 2026. Training for councillors was highlighted at the Democratic Services committee. An independant review panel for county councillors has recommended a 6% increase in councillors salary for next year. Emphasis is to be placed on community councillors to claim their £150 in expenses when they represent community

councils at outside meeting and to claim travelling expenses. I represent Cyngor Gwynedd on the Elin Huphreys Education Charity. Cllr Edward Griffiths was appointed chair and Catrin Edwards was appointed secretary. There were 7 or 8 applications for this year compared to very little applications last year. Like many other local community groups, there are problems with Banks in trying to change signatures with the nearest bank being Pwllheli.

There are a number of consultations taking place at Cyngor Gwynedd. Waste and recycling, growing old in Gwynedd, business support etc etc taking place, details on the Cyngor Gwynedd web site. I have received complaints that the consultations comprise of ‘loaded’ questions with the public forced and guided into the councils recommendations. And whether Gwynedd actually take note of the consultations with the example that 70% of people who responded to the Article 4 consultations objected, but it went ahead anyway. This week a High Court Judge sided with the objectors that Gwynedd’s Cabinet had not considered the objections fully. It is understood that Gwynedd Council is to appeal. No information on how the ruling will effect the National Park area. On Thursday 27th November I received an e mail from Post Office Ltd stating that the Post Office at One Stop Dyffryn Ardudwy would re-open at 1.00pm on Monday 26th January 2026 having been closed since 4th August 2025.I would like to wish all community councillors a very happy Christmas and prosperous and healthy 2026. Cllr Eryl Jones-Williams. 01341242758.

e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com

12.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Demolition of existing flat roofed garden shed and erect new shed with pitched slate roof 12 Glan-y-Werydd, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/256D) 
Support this application.
12.9  MATTERS ARISING
A   Budget Plan 
It was reported that the Council had spent £36,752.79  (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £6,212.02 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. 
B  Football Field
The Clerk reported that she had received a reply from Michael Evans from ADRA and stating that the plan he had sent indicating the land that would be used for either to lease the land or to purchase it. Also stating that the cost would need to be determined independantly by a valuer, that they are unable to put a cost on the land themselves, but the process would take into consideration that it is a sale to a Community Council and it will be used as a football pitch for the use of the community. The Lease of Y Tir is currently being reviewed and will hopefully be renewed by the new year. I believe it will be for a nominal five years. The land measures approximately 9,000m2  (2.25 acres). It was agreed to contact Michael Evans to ask for a site visit.
The Clerk also stated that Mr. Dave Matthews was apologising for not been able to attend the meeting tonight but had sent the following report - Myself and Tyrone met with a member of the FAW grants team to discuss the possibility of getting grants for a 3G pitch in Dyffryn. He advised that it may be tricky to get a grant of that size given the catchment of the area. He was very supportive of what we're doing but the application would have to be approved by the panel and he couldn't guarantee that we'd be successful. He advised us to get an assessment of the pitch by the Grounds Management Association (GMA) and look into improving the grass pitch.

I then arranged a meeting with the GMA and met with them at the pitch. I am awaiting his report, which will give advice on how to improve pitch and what funding is available for equipment etc. This could be a really good option that would allow the club to continue to grow

C  Christmas 2025
Everyone agreed that the Christmas event held on the 30th of last month had been a great success, and the Members wanted to convey their thanks to Darryl Edwards for being such an excellent Santa. A discussion was held 
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regarding arrangements for next year's event, and it was agreed to look into ordering an artificial Christmas tree to be placed outside next year, and after discussion, it was agreed to order one first. Cllr. Beth Bailey agreed to look into this. It was agreed that more lights would be needed in Talybont for next year.
12.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Snowdonia National Park  

Received an email from the above regarding an update on the review process of the Snowdonia Local Development Plan and asking whether it would be possible for an informal survey to be completed by residents of the Park in order for them to hear the views of local people on key planning policy issues in the area. The deadline for completing the survey is December 12th. The Clerk had already forwarded this to all Members.  
B  Gwynedd Council – Highways Department

Received a letter from the above Department regarding the Public Toilet Partnership Scheme and informing the Council that the annual contribution from the Community Councils will be increased during the 2026/27 financial year from £4,000 a year to £5,440 a year or from £2,000 for 6 months to £2,720 for 6 months. Nobody had any objection to this as the contribution had not been increased since the start of the partnership.
C  Post Office

Received a letter from the above informing the Council that the post office in the village will be reopening at 1.00 p.m. on the 26th January 2026

D  Network Rail

Received a letter from the above informing the Council that work will be carried out on the railway track between Bennar Fawr and Llanaber and starting at midnight on the 14th February 2026 until 5.30 a.m on the 23rd February 2026.

E  Village Hall Committee

Received an e-mail from the above asking for a financial donation towards the community festive dinner that they are organizing. It was agreed to donate £500
12.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £20,964.87 in the current account and  £66,457.21 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting
Mrs Annwen Hughes   -   £273.06 (wages) + £198.85 costs = £471.91 
Mrs Sian Edwards            -  £71.18  -  christmas lights

Mrs Deilwen Anderson -  £210.96 -   christmas lights

Mr. G. J. Williams            - £229.00 -   cut grass in Talybont and purchase flowers
Village Hall Committee -    £21.00  -  hire of meeting room (Community Council)

Village Hall Committee   -  £90.00  -   hire of hall (Youth Club)

One Voice Wales             -  £42.00   -  training course Cllr. Deilwen Anderson
Elliot Electrical Ltd         - £180.00  -   carry out electrical work in village hall

Mr. Edward Williams   -   £129.00   -  santa christmas gifts for children

Application for financial contribution

Village Hall Committee - £500 – contribution towards community festive dinner
The above payments were processesed by Cllr. William Hooban and Cllr. John Ceri Evans approved the payments and permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting. 
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Monies received since last meeting
None come to hand since last meeting
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams    -  None - translation services 
12.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS
Want to put the village hall on the February agenda

It was agreed to include grass cutting the village hall car park and around the hall on the grass cutting tender.

A discussion was held regarding purchasing more benches and it was agreed to purchase 4 new benches to begin with.

Concern was voiced that so much water was coming into the public cemetery after the wet weather and Cllr. Edward Griffiths agreed to ask Mr. Robert Jones if it would be possible for him to clear the ditch behind the wall once again.

SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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