
MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  3.2.26 
 
2.1  APOLOGIES 
Cllrs. Nia Rees (Vice Chairman),  Jennifer Yuill,  Sion Ifor Williams, Edward Griffiths, Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd 
Council) 
 
2.2  PRESENT 
Cllr. William Hooban (Chairman), Deilwen Anderson, Edward Williams, Beth Bailey, Gwynfor Evans, Sian Edwards, 
John Ceri Evans. Evan Owen,. 
 
2.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Chairman had no announcements to make 
 
2.4  MINUTES  
The minutes of the meeting held on January 6th 2026 were found to be correct.  
 
2.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
No matters were arising from the minutes 
 
2.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST. 
Cllr. William Hooban declared an interest in the matter to do with the football field. 
No Personal Declaration of Interest Form was signed by him as he had done this already in the last meeting of the 
Council and the interest in this matter is running continuously. 
 
2.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS 
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:- Cyngor Gwynedd has increased the council 
surcharge on empty properties from 100% to 150% from this April. On investigations by the Housing dcrutiny it was 
discovered that there were long term empty properties that paid no council tax. This was after the District Valuer 
decided that the properties were not habitable. The head of housing in Gwynedd asked the DV for a list of such 
properties, but was refused a list by the District Valuer. The Gwynedd Cabinet has been asked to investigade. 
The Cambrian Coast Railway line between Machynlleth and Pwllheli will close from Saturday February 14th and not 
reopen until Monday 23rd February. This is for the relaying of track between Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont and 
Llanaber and Barmouth. the railway crossings at Cadwgan, Dyffryn and Bennar Road will also be closed, mostly in the 
evenings and at night. I have contacted Transport for Wales to see whether local residents will be allowed through, 
but have not had a reply as yet. The Cadwgan crossing closure. Sat 14 Feb 6.pm to 6 am Sun 15 Feb. Each evening 
from Tuesday 17 Feb to Friday 20th Feb from 7pm to 7am. Friday 20th Feb to Sat 21 Feb from 8pm to 8 am. 
Bennar Crossing closure.Sun 15 Feb to Mon 16 Feb from 11pm to 11am.Each evening from Tuesday 17 Feb to Friday 
20 Feb from 7pm to 7 am. Friday 20th Feb to Sat 21 Feb from 8pm to 8 am. I expect further details will be available 
at the crossings and whether local residential access will be allowed. I have been informed, unofficially, that the 
traffic lights on the A496 by the Last Inn, Barmouth will not be completely removed until the end of 2026. The 3 way 
lights causes elays when travelling to Dolgellau. A special meeting of Cyngor Gwynedd has been arranged for early 
February to give all Gwynedd councillors an update on the actions to be taken by Gwynedd following the abuse of 
pupils at Ysgol Friars, Bangor by the headmaster Neil Foden who was sent to prison for 17 years for pupil abuse. 
Gwynedd missed over 20 instances when actions could have been followed up to stop the abuse. Whistleblowing is 
one such issue that was not followed up properly. Gwynedd Licensing has informed me that a Licensing application 
from Penny Patrolium Ltd to sell alcohol from 6 am to 11pm seven days a week at the Barmouth Road Service 
Station, Y Brif Heol, Dyffryn Ardudwy LL44 2 EN was submitted on 27 January and observations should be submitted 
to the Licensing Department at Gwynedd Council by 24th February. As this is a new application, under High Court 
Rulings, presumed problems, would be hard to prove. I think that the hours of provision from 6 am to 11 pm seem 
excessive and I would request that CCTV be in operation at all times during opening hours. I would assume that the  
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community council would receive similar notification in due course. The final Gwynedd Council tax will be put before 
the council in March and the increase in council tax will not be as high as expected, although in the current financial 
state any increase will be difficult, that is what elected members are telling officials on the lead up to setting the 
council tax for 26-27. In the latest Cyngor Gwynedd Budget for 2026/27, the council will spend £380 million with 
Welsh Government grants of £264 million, leaving around £116 million to be collected via council tax. This is an 
estimated 5.9% increase or £1.96 per week on a Band D property or £101 per year rise. Original increases totalled 
13% before Government grants. An estimated £23 million overspend in 25/26 will be used from reserves for the time 
being. 4% increase in pay for teachers and 3.4% for remaining staff costing £8 million is included. 5.9% increase is not 
good with everything else going up, but lower than first thought. The audit and finance committee will consider the 
budget in detail on 3 February, the Council cabinet on 10 February and the full council for a final decision on 5 
March. A meeting with the local police is police is planned for early March. Any local issues could be relayed to me 
via the clerk or directly on e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com or 242758. Cllr Eryl Jones-Williams. 
 
2.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
None come to hand since last meeting 
 
2.9  MATTERS ARISING 
A   Budget Plan  
It was reported that the Council had spent £40,450.09 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial 
year and this was £9,069.15 less expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year.  
 
B  Football Field 
It was reported that some of the Members had met with Mr. Michael Evans from ADRA on the 15th of last month on 
the above site and that Mr. Evans had stated he would raise the matter of selling with the Valuation Office and that 
it is priced so that it is kept as a community  asset. 
 
C  Village Hall 
It was reported that things are going good in the hall and that a lot of use is made of it and many events have been 
held and that many more events  are to come in the future. It was asked if the Community Council would be willing 
to pay half of the cost of a new noticeboard and it was agreed to do this and also it was made known that the 
committee is looking into obtaining grants and match funding will have to be had. 
 
2.10  CORRESPONDANCE 
A   Village Hall Committee 
Received a letter from the Trustees of the above committee thanking the Council for their donation towards the 
community dinner. 
 
B  Dena Fisher 
Received an e-mail from the above asking if it would be possible for a salt bin to be located on the Glan Ysgethin 
estate in Talybont. It was agreed to forward this e-mail to Gwynedd Council and also to ask them if it would be 
alright for the Community Council to use the salt bins they have in their ownership as long as Gwynedd Council fill 
them with salt. 
 
C  Josie Atkins 
Received an e-mail from the above asking if it would be possible for a salt bin to be located at the top of Bro 
Enddwyn estate, Dyffryn Ardudwy. It was agreed to forward this e-mail to Gwynedd Council and also to ask them if it 
would be alright for the Community Council to use the salt bins they have in their ownership as long as Gwynedd 
Council  fill them with salt. 
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D  Gwynedd Council – Licensing Service 
Received an e-mail from the above department regarding the consultation Application for a Premises Licence 
Barmouth Road Service Station, Main Road, Dyffryn Ardudwy and any representations regarding this application 
should be received by them no later than the 24th of this month. The Clerk had already forwarded this to the 
Members. The Members had no comments to make on this application and they supported it. 
 
E  Gwynedd Council – Environment Department 
Received a response from the Traffic Manager of the above Department regarding the installation of double yellow 
lines along the side of the road from the crossroads of Ffordd y Capel along down Ffordd y Neuadd and stating that 
they acknowledge that parking on the bend at times may be an issue, the Officer will be able to go out during the 
next few days to conduct a detailed site assessment. After completing the assessment, they will be in a better 
position to decide whether installing double yellow lines is an appropriate measure to address the problem. If there 
is a basis to proceed, they will then initiate the formal process, including the statutory requirement to conduct a 
consultation. They will update us once the assessment has been completed and clear recommendations are 
available.  
Regarding the installation of a sign at the entrance to Tan y Foel, to state that the road is one-way and confirm that 
an Officer has already visited the site to consider the possibility of installing a sign at the entrance to Tan y Foel. As 
the road has not been adopted, it was noted that finding a suitable and practical location for signs is very 
challenging, but an Officer will reassess the situation during their next visit in order to identify any realistic options 
available. 
 
F  Gwynedd Council – Legal Department 
Received an email from the above Department informing the Council that public bridleway number 51 and public 
footpath and public bridleway number 55 will be closed on the 13th of this month for a period of no more than six 
months or until the work intended to be carried out on the paths is completed, whichever is sooner. The Order is 
required on the grounds of health and safety to the public during essential track renovation works. 
 
G  North Wales Police 
The Clerk stated that she had received the following report from PCSO Elliw Williams - Myself and Gill have been 
conducting speed checks/surveys in Harlech, Llanbedr , Dyffryn and Talybont over the weekend. Barmouth will be 
done again when we are next working together. We have collated all the speeds, and any vehicles that were doing 
more than 26mph in the 20mph will be sent a letter from the Community Speedwatch Team making them aware of 
their speed.  We will continue to conduct these checks sporadically in Barmouth and the surrounding towns and 
villages. 
 
2.11  TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Treasurer reported that there was £17,989.20  in the current account and  £66,612.79 in the reserve account.        
 
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting 
Mrs Annwen Hughes   -   £273.06 (wages) + £182.95 costs = £456.01  
Gwynedd Council        - £1,559.99 –   purchase 2 new boxes for Talybont and erect and take down christmas lights 
Breese Gwyndaf             -  £313.00  -   legal fees 
Village Hall Committee     - £21.00   –  hire of meeting room (January) 
 
The above payments were processesed by Cllr. William Hooban and Cllr. John Ceri Evans approved the payments and 
permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting.  
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Monies received since last meeting 
Customs & Excise - £523.63 – reimbursement of VAT 
 
Invoices paid since the last meeting 
Catrin Soraya Williams    -  None - translation services  
 
The Responsible Financial Officer stated that it was time to ask Ms Luned Fon Jones from the Finance Department, 
Gwynedd Council if she would be willing to act as an Internal Auditor for the Council again this year. It was agreed 
that the Responsible Financial Officer send this letter asking to act on our behalf again this year. 
 
2.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS 
It was agreed to ask Welsh Water and BT if they could place a duct in the crossing at Bennar whilst the works on the 
railways track is been carried out. 
 
 
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN 
 
DATE................................................................... 857 
 
         
        
 
 
             
      
                                                  


