MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY
CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT 7.30 P.M. ON 3.3.26

3.1 APOLOGIES
Clirs. Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), Sion Ifor Williams, Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council)

3.2 PRESENT

Clir. William Hooban (Chairman), Deilwen Anderson, Edward Williams, Beth Bailey, Gwynfor Evans, Sian Edwards,
John Ceri Evans. Jennifer Yuill, Edward Griffiths, Evan Owen,.

3.3 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT

On behalf of the Council, the Chairman thanked Cllr. Nia Rees, Vice-Chairman, for all the work she has done with the
Council and it was also noted that ClIr. Rees is taking a 6-month leave from the Council due to pressure of work, and
everyone agreed that this should be allowed.

The Council’s congratulations were extended to the under-13 football team of Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont
Football Club for reaching the final of the North Wales Coast Football Association Cup, and they were wished every
success in the final round.

3.4 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on February 3rd 2026 were found to be correct.

3.5 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
No matters were arising from the minutes

3.6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST.

Clir. William Hooban declared an interest in the matter to do with the football field.

No Personal Declaration of Interest Form was signed by him as he had done this already in the last meeting of the
Council and the interest in this matter is running continuously.

Clir. Beth Bailey declared an interest in the matter regarding financial contribution to the Ysgol Feithrin and Friends
of the School

Clir. Sian Edwards declared an interest in the matter regarding financial contribution to Friends of the School

Cllr. William Hooban declared an interest in the matter regarding financial contribution to the ATC Ardudwy
Squadron

3.7 GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS

The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:- After several meetings regarding the 26/27 budget,
it has finally been decided to recommend a budget of £397 million which will be financed by £264 million from
Welsh Government grants and £115 million from council tax. An increase of 5.1% or £1.90 per week or £98 per
annum on a band D property. Gwynedd has received an increase of 4.1% from the Welsh Government which is
below the Wales council increases of 4.5%. The council has made savings of £74 million in the past 10 years making
addition future cuts to effect services in years to come. All the details of extra costs and where the money will be
spent etc can be found on the Cyngor Gwynedd web site under budget. Officials and councillors have been holding
many me etings regarding safeguarding after the abuse of four girls at Friars school in Bangor by the headmaster
who has been jailed for 17 years. A report under the heading of ‘ our bravery brought justice” has now highlighted
52 instances when the abuse could have been stopped. The Chief Executive has told councillors that all the
recommendations by the Safeguarding Board of North Wales will be implimented under 7 response plans by the
heads of departments. A formal legal investigation with evidence taken on oath has also been called for. There is
growing concerns over road closures on the A496 and the failure to give adequate warnings with one road closure in
Barmouth resulting in 45 mile detour to get home after taking children to school. As soon as | am informed | try to
get the information on Facebook. Lloyds Coaches are very good and prompt in making the information available on
their Facebook page. | have to praise Ysgol Ardudwy and Lloyds Coaches for managing to get 120 pupils home from
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school at short notice after a train broke down in Porthmadog.There are 90 people waiting for home care packages
in Gwynedd and a different 90 patients waiting to leave hospital. Gwynedd was given £1.1 million fzrom the Welsh
Government to assist with the hospital patient releases and it did help but the shortage of nursing care at home was
the problem. Staff home care shortages was the main problem and the only way to improve was for the Welsh
Government in increase home care salaries. Gwynedd housing cannot get the details of long term empty homes that
are not paying any council tax from the District Valuer. Gwynedd is cooperating with the Social Housing providers,
but will only build new social homes for rent in areas where the housing waiting list are largest. A company has been
fined for rural fly tipping and a householder has been fined for asking a none licenced operator to dispose of waste.
Cyngor Gwynedd has secured grant funding from the Welsh Government and UK Government to upgrade and
provide more play equipment across the county. Improvements have been completed at several playgrounds.
Cyngor Gwynedd’s Cabinet has supported the next steps to develop an Innovation, Business and Skills Centre
proposed at the former nuclear power station site at Trawsfynydd. The Centre is envisioned as a multi-use hub
designed to deliver long-term, high-value employment linked to opportunities in nuclear decommissioning, low-
carbon energy, Al, and emerging technology sectors. The project, totalling approximately £20 million, aims to
strengthen the local workforce, support regional supply chains, and catalyse broader socio-economic regeneration in
Meirionnydd. It will provide facilities and skills development in line with Welsh and UK Government priorities such as
net-zero transition, innovation, and regional regeneration. Sponsored by Cyngor Gwynedd, the Centre will provide
flexible office, laboratory, training, and collaboration spaces to support research, skills development, business
growth, and innovation. Several meetings are being cancelled in March because of the pending Welsh Government
elections in May and fall within the Purdah exclusion times. | am available on 0134242758 or
e.joneswilliams@btinternet.com

3.8 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Installation of dormer window on rear (North) elevation and hew window on side (East) elevation 18 Bro
Enddwyn, Dyffryn Ardudwy (NP5/58/630A)

Support this application

Outline Application for the erection of 3 dwellings with integral garages (2 open market and 1 affordable), and
formation of new vehicular access on to the A496 Land between Plas Meini & Swyn y Mor, Dyffryn Ardudwy

(NP5/58/629A)

Support this application although the Members had concerns regarding the entrance.

3.9 MATTERS ARISING

A Budget Plan
It was reported that the Council had spent £42,960.08 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial

year and this was £10,857.16 less expenditure than what was earmarked in the budget for the year.

B Football Field
It was reported that no further information had been received from Mr. Michael Evans from ADRA with regards to
the above, but it was reported that the club members are working to upgrade the present field.

C Opening of Grass Cutting Tenders
The Clerk reported that she had received 2 tenders so as to carry out the above work. After a discussion it was

agreed that Mr. Gary Coates, Evergreen would be awarded tender 1 (cemeteries) and Mr. Gary Martayn, West Coast
Properties be awarded tender 2 and 3 ( public footpaths, around the Llidiart y Parc car park, play park and around
the benches on Ffordd Ystumgwern, Bro Enddwyn, lawr Ffordd y Llan and Ffordd yr Efail).
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Also the Clerk reported that she had received a price from Mr. Gareth John Williams to cut and clear the grass from
around the toilets in Talybont and also to cut and clear the grass in Morlo Park and to cut and clear the grass in
Penybont Garden and the work of looking after the flower pot by Talybont sign would be included with the work in
Penybont Garden and the work of the flower pots by Talybont toilets. It was agreed to accept these quotes from Mr.
Williams.

D Councillors e-mail address
The Clerk reported that she had been asked to put this matter on the agenda by one of the Councillors so as to

discuss the matter of everyone having a Council e-mail instead of having to use their personal e-mail and it was
agreed to do this.

3.10 CORRESPONDANCE
A Gwynedd Council — Highways Department

The above Department has responded regarding the installation of additional salt bins on the Bro Enddwyn housing
estate, Dyffryn Ardudwy, and also on the Glan Wnion housing estate, Talybont, stating that it is not statutory for the
highways authority to provide salt bins on the network and that they are attempting to control the number of salt
bins. Servicing salt bins during the winter can be problematic when their staff are out on gritting machines, and there
is no guarantee that the bins will be refilled immediately. It is also stated that no one else has the right to install a
salt bin on the public road network in Gwynedd. The Highways Department has a list of bins that have been installed
and will only refill these bins. If a bin is installed by others, the service will not attend to it. The Department will also
not be responsible if the bin causes any damage to a person or vehicle; the responsibility lies with the person who
installed it. The Community Council has the option to submit an application to relocate an existing salt bin within the
community to another location and there will be no cost for this. The Clerk had already forwarded this email to the
Members. It was agreed to reply stating that the Members wanted to know why these two estates along with others
in the area are no longer been gritted as this is the first year that this has not been happening.

B Gwynedd Council - Environment Department

A response has been received from the above Department regarding the installation of double yellow lines on the
roadside from the junction of Ffordd y Capel down Ffordd y Neuadd, stating that an Officer has visited the site and
following this, the Engineer has drafted the proposed plan for implementing parking restrictions within the village. It
also states that before they proceed with further consultation on these recommendations, they would be pleased to
receive the Community Council's views on this plan, and once they have received these comments, they will proceed
with the next steps. The Clerk had already forwarded this email to the Members. Every Member were supportive of
these yellow lines and also wanted to ask them if it would be possible to place a sign in the car park stating “Cars
only to park”.

C Gwynedd Council — Economy Department

Received an email from the above notifying that the Council will have a grant available for Community Councils
through the Gwynedd 2026 City, Town, and Community Council Support Fund, and full information regarding the
grant in question will reach the Council at the beginning of this month. The purpose of the fund is to support capital
projects that improve community spaces, public areas, and contribute to local regeneration, and it encourages the
Council to start thinking about possible projects. The Clerk had already forwarded this to all Members. The Clerk had
already forwarded this email to the Members. It was agreed to invite Mr. Steve Beech, Community Support Officer
for Meirionnydd to the next meeting of the Council on the 7*" of next month at 7.30 p.m.

D Gwynedd Council — Environment Department

A letter has been received from the above Department notifying the Council that Ffordd Isaf, Dyffryn Ardudwy will
be closed on the 25th of this month on the grounds of public health and safety during the restoration work of the
main pipe on behalf of Welsh Water. The Clerk had already forwarded this email to the Members.
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3.11 TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £16,008.46 in the current account and £66,692.00 in the reserve account.

Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting
Mrs Annwen Hughes - £273.06 (wages) + £183.85 costs = £456.91

Play Inspection Company - £176.40 — inspection of play equipment in Pentre Uchaf play park
Village Hall Committee - £20.00 - hire of meeting room (February)

Allowances paid to Councillors

The Treasurer reported that the Councillors who had signed the January 2025 form declared that they were taking
the allowance of £156 to be paid now, and the form was signed by Councillors Edward Griffiths, Nia Rees and
William Hooban.. Councillors who were absent will have their payment at the next Council meeting.

Applications for financial contribution

Cylch Meithrin y Gromlech - £2,000
Friends of Dyffryn Ardudwy School - £3,000
Football Club -£1,500
Meirionnydd YFC - £500
ATC Ardudwy Squadron - £500

The above payments were processesed by Cllr. Gwynfor Evans and ClIr. Edward Williams approved the payments and
permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting.

Monies received since last meeting

Gwynedd Council - £529.25 — reimbursement for cutting grass of public footpaths

Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams - £159.00 - translation services

3.12 ANY OTHER MATTERS
It was noted that it was necessary to cut the hedge along the roadside from Bro Enddwyn estate towards Llanbedr

once again.

It was agreed that the area by the bus stop near the village car park needed clearing, and it was agreed to ask Mr.
Gareth J. Williams to carry out this work.

It was noted that Mr. David Wilson had asked whether it would be alright to plant more daffodil bulbs in the area,
and everyone agreed to this, also thanking Mr. Wilson for doing this work.

It was agreed that the road up to the cemetery needed attention and that both sides leading to the entrance of the
cemetery needed cutting.

It was requested to ask the Highways Department whether it would be possible to extend the Penrhiw car park.

It was agreed to order a defibrillator to be placed on the wall of the village hall, and the Clerk agreed to contact Mr.
Tomos Hughes.

SIGNED......cccttmimumniiiiirinininniisiienenenesaisenesenenaes CHAIRMAN
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